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I—BOARD OF TRADE NOTICES. 


STATE OF THE SKILLED LasouR MARKET IN JUNE. 


The following memorandum has been prepared by the Labour 
Department of the Board of Trade for the ‘“ Board of Trade 
Journal,” and also (with additions) for the ‘‘ Labour Gazette.” 
It is based on 2,389 returns, viz.: 1,715 from employers, 556 
from trade unions, and 118 from other sources :— 

On the whole employment has slightly improved during June, 
except in the case of industries affected by the continued stoppage 
in the South Wales coal trade. 

In the 116 trade unions making returns, with an aggregate 
membership of 465,143, 12,068 (or 2°6 per cent.) were reported as 
unemployed at the end of June, compared with 2-7 per cent. at the 
end of May, and with 2°7 per cent. in the 113 unions, with a 
membership of 464,126, from which returns were received for 
June, 1897. 

Employment in Various Industries—Coal-mining—Employ- 
ment in South Wales and Monmouthshire continues to be greatly 
affected by the coal dispute. In other districts employment was 
better than a year ago. Excluding South Wales and Monmouth- 
shire, returns relating to 1,147 pits, employing 369,566 workpeople, 
show that an average of 4°95 days per week was worked in the 
four weeks ended 25th June, as compared with 4°73 days a 
year ago. 
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Iron-mining.— Employment shows no appreciable change in 
June, 1898, as compared with June, 1897. At mines employing 
17,105 workpeople, the average number of days worked by the 
mines during the four weeks ended 25th June, was 5°68, as 
compared with 5°72 days per week in June, 1897. 

Pig Iron Industry.—Returns relating to the works of 109 iron- 
masters show that at these works 345 furnaces were in blast at 
the end of June, being the same number as at the end of May, and 
2 less than at the end of June, 1897. The number of workpeople 
employed at these furnaces is estimated at 22,615, or 41 more 
than in May, and 485 more than a year ago. Outside South 
Wales and Monmouthshire, where many furnaces are idle owing to 


-the coal dispute, the number of furnaces in blast shows an increase 


of 10 as compared with a year ago. 

Employment in the Iron and Steel industries shows little change. 
The number employed at the works of 211 employers at the end of 
June was 77,339, or 132 more than at the end of May. The 
average number of shifts worked, however, so far as shown by the 
returns, was 5°49 in the last week of June, as compared with 5°59 
in the last week of May. 

Tinplate Trade.—Employment is still somewhat affected by the 
dispute in the South Wales coal industry. The number of mills 
in operation at the end of June was 304, being 2 less than at the 
end of May, but 13 more than at the end of June, 1897. The 
estimated number of workpeople employed at the end of June was 
15,865, or 151 more than a month ago and 314 more than a year 
ago. 

~ Employment in the Engineering and Metal trades remains steady. 
The percentage of unemployed union members in this group of 
trades at the end of June was 3:1 as in May. The percentage for 
June of last year was 2°3.. 

In the Shipbuilding trades employment has continued to improve. 
The percentage of unemployed union members at the end of June 
was 3°3, compared with 3°7 in May and 4°5 per cent. at the end of 
June, 1897. 

Employment in the Building trades remains brisk, the per- 
centage of unemployed union members at the end of June being 
the same as in May, viz., 1:2. The percentage for June, 1897, 
was 

The Furnishing trades continue well employed, the percentage 
of unemployed union members at the end of June being 1°3, com- 
pared with 1-0 in May and 1°5 per cent. in June of last year. 

Employment in the Printing and Bookbinding trades, though 
scarcely so good in London, is fairly steady. The percentage of 
unemployed union members at the end of June was 3:8 compared 
with 3-6 in May and 4-4 per cent. in June, 1897.. 

In the Paper trade employment remains fair, the percentage of 
unemployed union members at the end of June being 3°3, compared 
with 3:2 in May and 2°7 per cent. in June of last year. 

In the Glass trade the percentage of unemployed union 
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members at the end of June was 10-2, compared with 10°6 in May 
and 11°4 per cent. at the end of June, 1897. 

Employment in the Leather trades is not so good. The per- 
centage of unemployed union members at the end of June was 4°7, 
compared with 3°7 in May and 3:0 per cent. in June of last year. 

Employment in the bespoke branch of the Boot and Shoe trade 
is good; in the ready-made branch it is slack in nearly every 
centre. 

Employment in the bespoke branch of the Tailoring trade, 
although good, shows a decline; in the ready-made branch it con- 
tinues fair on the whole, but is declining. 

In the Cotton trade employment is fairly good in the Spinning 
and Weaving branches, and has improved in the former branch. 

Employment in the Worsted trade, although still only moderate, 
has improved. Employment in the Woollen trade continues fair 
on the whole, and is not so slack in the heavy branches; in 
Scotland it has declined. In the Hosiery trade employment shows 
a further improvement and is moderate. 

As regards the employment of women in the Tectile trades 
information respecting 500 mills employing 82,500 women and 
girls shows that 78 per cent. were in mills giving full employment 
during the month, compared with 75 per cent. in May and 71 per 
cent. in June, 1897. 

Changes in Rates of Wages.—Changes in the rates of wages 
of about 42,000 workpeople were reported during June, of which 
number 36,000 received advances, and 6,000 sustained decreases. 
The increases were mainly in the building trades (10,103), and the 
engineering and shipbuilding trades (22,285). The net result was 
an increase estimated at about 1s. 24d. per head in the weekly 
wages of those affected. Changes affecting 1,250 workpeople, or 
3 per cent. of the total number were preceded by strikes, arbitra- 
tion being the mode of settlement in two of these cases affecting 
725 workpeople. Changes affecting about 7,700 workpeople were 
arranged under sliding scales. The other changes affecting about 
33,050 workpeople were brought about by direct negotiation 
between employers and workpeople or their representatives. 

Trade Disputes.—Forty-nine fresh disputes occurred in June, 
1898, involying 12,087 workpeople. The corresponding number 
of disputes for May was 56, involving 9,718 workpeople, and for 
June, 1897, 44 disputes, involving 13,291 workpeople. Thirteen 
disputes took place in the building trades, 14 in mining and 
quarrying, 6 in the metal, engineering and shipbuilding trades, 8 
in the textile trades, 4 in the clothing trades and 4 in other 
industries. Of the 45 new and old disputes, involving 6,321 
workpeople, of which the settlement is reported, 19, involving 2,951 
persons were settled in favour of the workpeople; 9, involving 
1,814 persons, in favour of the employers; and 17, involving 
1,556 persons, resulted in a compromise. 
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OFFICIAL INQUIRIES UNDER THE BorLer Expuosions Acts. 


A formal investigation was held at Bury on the 7th, 8th, and 
9th June last into the circumstances attending the explosion of a 
boiler at the depét of the Bury, Rochdale, and Oldham Tramways 
Company at Bury on the 1st May last, whereby loss of life ensued. 

The boiler, one of the vertical type, was made in the year 1882, 
and in the year 1889 it was transferred from a light engine to the 
engine for which it was thereafter used. It was made for a 
working pressure of 125 lbs. per square inch, but it appears to 
have been worked at a pressure of not less than 140 lbs. per 
square inch. 

About two years ago there was a slight bulge in the firebox 
owing to the thread of a stay stripping, and a new stay was fitted; 
about twelve months ago a second and larger bulge was found in 
the firebox and a stay was put through it. In July, 1897, the 
boiler was tested by hydraulic pressure to 250 lbs. per square inch, 
and in February, 1898, it was examined by the foreman in charge 
of the depét at Bury. 

On the 30th April the engine was used in the usual manner in 
connection with the car running between Bury and Whitefield, 
and it returned to the depét about midnight; shortly afterwards 
the boiler exploded, and William Cooper, a cleaner, was killed. 

The firebox collapsed and ruptured at its lower part for about 
one-third of its circumference on the right-hand side. A number 
of the screwed stays had wasted through, and the plate was locally 
washed from corrosion. 

The court found that the explosion was due to over pressure, 
the firebox having lost its cylindrical form, and to the stays in the 
vicinity of the rupture having corroded through, whilst others had 
wasted to such an extent that they were useless. 

The court found that no calculations had been made to ascertain 
the safe working pressure of the boiler from time to time, that it 
had never been properly examined as the stays had not been drawn 
and the firebox had never been drilled. That there was no evidence 
as to when or by whom the working pressure of the boiler had 
been fixed at 140 lbs. per square inch, and that it should not have 
been used having regard to the presence of the bulges in the 
firebox. 

The Court found the foreman in charge of the depét at Bury 
and the general manager to blame, but they pointed out that the 
latter had only occupied that position for the last two months. 
The Company were held responsible for their neglect. 

The Court found that the directors of the Company were to 
blame, as there had been lack of proper control in the management 
of the boiler. That, having regard to the service upon which the 
boiler was employed, it should have been kept in the highest state 
of efficiency, whereas the Company admitted that the boiler should 
not have been used. 
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The Court ordered the Bury, Rochdale, and Oldham Tramway 
Company to pay the sum of £100 towards the costs and expenses 
of the investigation. 

A formal investigation was held at Pembroke on the 21st and 
22nd June last into the circumstances attending the explosion of 
a boiler on board the steam launch, “ Arrow,” at Pembroke, on 
the 24th May last. 

The boiler had been examined by the Inspector to an Insurance 
Company in February, and the seaman in charge subsequently put 
on the man-hole, sight-hole, and mud-hole doors; the latter were 
of the embossed type, and the joints were made with round 
eos half an inch in diameter. Steam was raised on the 24th 

ay, in order that the launch might be taken to Milford for 
overhaul. The seaman got up steam, and about 7 p.m. the 
pressure was about 80 lbs. per square inch. He was on deck 
waiting for an engineer who was to drive the engines, and his 
wife, who was going to accompany them, was in the cabin when a 
rush of steam was heard, and the seaman proceeding below found 
the cabin full of steam and his wife very badly scalded. She was 
taken home, where she died the following morning. 

It was found that part of the joint had blown out of one of the 
mud-hole doors, leaving an opening through which the contents of 
the boiler escaped. The Court found that the door was not a good 
fit, as the clearance between the spigot and the orifice was } of an 
inch vertically and 4 of an inch horizontally, that the curve of the 
spigot was not true with the curve of the orifice, and that the use 
of round packing half an inch in diameter tended to increase the 
clearance. 

They found that the explosion was due to the door not being a 

fit in the mud-hole and to the use of the round packing, 
resulting in the door being screwed up unequally. 

The Court found that it was essential to use thin flat jointing 
material in making the joint of the door, that there was no fault 
in the design of the door, and that a skilled person might have 
made a safe joint. 

They were of opinion that the owner had taken proper measures 
to ensure that the boiler was worked under safe conditions, that 
the seaman employed was competent to look after the boiler, but 
that the joint was not properly made, as the material used was too 
thick and round. 

The owner, the seaman, and the makers of the boiler were 
exonerated from blame. - 


THE RULE OF THE RoaD AT SEA. 


A Parliamentary Paper (C 8888, Price 2d.) has just been issued 
containing the reports of a Departmental Committee on three 
questions connected with the rule of the road at sea, viz.:—the 
lights and signals to be carried by fishing vessels, the expediency 
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of requiring all ships to keep out of the way of steam fishing 
vessels, and the lights to be carried by steam pilot vessels. The 
rules as to fishing boats’ lights are a portion of the international 
regulations for preventing collisions at sea, which had been 
reserved for separate consideration on account of its complexity, 
and the difference of practice in different countries. The rules 
which the committee recommend are based upon those recommended 
by the Washington International Conference of 1889. On the second 
question, viz., the claim made on behalf of steam fishing vessels to 
a special right of way, the committee report that no sufficient 
cause has been shown why such an important alteration should be 
made in the regulations for preventing collisions at sea; and on 
the third subject they recommend that the present British rule as 
to steam pilot vessels’ lights should, if possible, be made 
international. 


THe Load Line CoMMITTEE APPOINTED BY THE BoarRD OF TRADE. 


The following Committee has been appointed by the Board of 
Trade, viz.: the Right Hon. Sir Francis H. Jeune, K.C.B., chair- 
man; Captain A. J. Chalmers; Mr. 8. J. Da Costa; Mr. Archibald 
Denney; Sir Raylton Dixon; the Right Hon. R. R. Dobell; 
Mr. Nathaniel Dunlop; Mr. James Dunn; Mr. Francis Elgar ; 
Mr. John Glover; Mr. John Gravell; Mr. Benjamin Martell ; 
Mr. Thomas R. Miller; Sir Edward J. Reed, K.C.B.; Mr. T. B. 
Royden; Mr. Ingram B. Walker. 

The committee has been appointed :—- 

1. To consider the operation of the North Atlantic winter 
. freeboard as prescribed by the load line tables, and to report if 
any, and, if so, what modification is required in the load line 
tables in the application of such freeboard, and to advise as to the 
area throughout which such freeboard should be in force. 

2. To examine the present mode of assigning freeboards to 
vessels of the “turret deck” type, and to advise if any modifica- 
tion be necessary. 

3. To advise as to the extension of the present load line tables 
for steam vessels not having spar or awning decks, so as to make 
them applicable to vessels of moulded depths up to 45 feet. 

The Board of Trade have also appointed Mr. Reginald Bingham 
to be secretary to the committee. 

The above committee held a preliminary meeting on Friday the 
10th June, and sat again on Thursday and Friday the 28rd and 
24th June and 7th and 8th July, when representatives from the 
Chamber of Shipping of the United Kingdom, the Glasgow 
Shipowners’ Association, the Clyde Steamship Owners’ Association, 
the Hartlepool Shipowners’ Society, the Liverpool Underwriters’ 
Association, Liverpool Shipowners’ Association, General Ship- 
owners’ Society, the Institute of London Underwriters, and Lloyd’s 
attended to give evidence. 

The Committee will meet again on the 21st and 22nd July. 
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Works AND Repairs 10 MILITARY BUILDINGS IN THE UNITED 
KINGDOM (INCLUDING PAINTING). 


The Secretary of State for War gives notice that builders 
desirous of being applied to when tenders are invited for work in 
any military district should address the general officer command- 
ing that district, giving trade and bank references, and stating 
whether they wish to tender for (a) jobbing work, painting, and 
repairs, (b) new buildings or works up to £5,000 estimated value, 
or (c) new buildings or works of any magnitude. af 

Applications unaccompanied by references will not be noticed. 

Firms whose names are already on the War Office list need not 


apply. 
(Signed) A. Major, 
Director of Army Contracts. 
War Office, Pall Mall, S.W. 


TEMPORARY CLOSING OF THE GRAND HarBouR AT MALTA IN 
AUGUST NEXT. 


The Board of Trade have received through the Colonial Office 
copy of a notice, issued by H.E. the Governor of Malta, to the 
effect that on Friday the 19th of August next, and on the pre- 
ceding and following days, no ship will be able to enter that part 
of the Harbour of Valletta known as the Grand Harbour. 

During the days above mentioned all ships will be required to 
enter the Marsamuscetto Harbour, and to load and unload and 
carry on other mercantile operations in those waters. A Govern- 
ment Jaunch will be stationed outside the Grand Harbour to warn 
vessels to enter the Marsamuscetto Harbour. 

The use of Custom House launches will be given gratuitously 
for towing goods between the two harbours, and for minimising in 
every possible way the inconvenience which may be caused by the 
suspension of traffic in the Grand Harbour. 

The suspension of traffic in the. Grand Harbour on the above 
days will be required in connection with naval and military ex- 
periments which are considered necessary. 

His Excellency trusts that all persons engaged in trade and 
interested in shipping will endeavour to diminish the inconvenience 
which may be caused to themselves and others by this temporary 
suspension of traffic; and His Excellency relies upon all loyal 
subjects of Her Majesty to co-operate in the endeavour that these 
experiments may be carried out with the least possible incon- 
venience to the mercantile community. 


RicutTs OF ForEIGN CAPITALISTS IN Russia. 


A despatch, dated June 10th last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office, from H.M. Ambassador at St. Petersburg, stating, 
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with reference to the report that foreigners would not have the 
right to acquire petroleum works in Russia in their own name, 
that on the contrary, H.M. the Emperor has notified his approval 
of permission being granted to foreigners to invest their capital 
in Russian enterprises, and to obtain in Russia real property, in 
order to induce British capital to enter the country. ‘ 


MEETING OF THE IRON AND STEEL INSTITUTE AT STOCKHOLM. 


The autumn meeting of the Iron and Steel Insiitute will be held 
at Stockholm, on Friday and Saturday, August 26th and 27th next. 

Papers will be read—l. On the development of the Swedish 
iron industry; 2. On the most prominent and characteristic 
features of Swedish iron ore mining; 3. On the danger of using 
too hard rails; 4. On the action of explosives on the tubes of 
steel guns; 5. On brittleness of steel produced by annealing ; 
6. On the micro-chemistry of cementation; 7. On the influence 
of metalloids on cast-iron. 


EXHIBITION OF ILLUSTRATED Post Carbs IN MUNICH. 


Mr. Harford, 2nd Secretary of H.M. Legation at Munich, in a 
report to the Foreign Office, dated June 21st, stated that an inter- 
national exhibition of illustrated post cards was announced to be 
held at Munich, from July lst to July 30th, at the Hotel Grosser, 
Kollergarten. All information on the subject can be obtained 
from the Committee, Baaderstrasse 1a, Munich. 


REGISTRATION OF TRADE MARKS IN GERMANY. 


A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office from H.M. 
Ambassador at Berlin, transmitting memorandum on the registra- 
tion of trade marks in Germany under the 1894 Law, calling 
attention to a notice published in the “ Reichsanzeiger” of the 
21st May, which reminds all persons who had registered trade 
marks under the Law previous to that of May 12th, 1894, that no 
further protection will be accorded to those marks after the 
Ist October, 1898, unless the owners shall have re-registered them 
in conformity with the said 1894 Law, which provided that such 
re-registration should be effected by October 1st, 1898, and would 
then be free of further fees for the new registration expenses. It 
further points out that, in cases where this has not been done up 
to October next, a suspension of protection of the marks would 
ensue from that date until the properly effected re-registration. 
The notice itself is very explicit. 
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Merchants, therefore, who have neglected to take these steps 
should at once effect the necessary registration in Germany. 

The greater part of those persons who registered marks under 
the old Law have re-registered. At the time of the new Law the 
registrations numbered about 20,000. ‘The four years period till 
October, this year, was fixed not only to secure acquired previous 
rights, but also because it was impossible in a shorter space of 
time to examine them and see if they corresponded to the regula- 
tions of the new Law. 

It will only be from October Ist, 1898, that the 1894 Law on 
trade marks will come into full force. 


PLANT IN British CENTRAL AFRICA. 


A communication, dated 9th June last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from the Director of the Royal Gardens at Kew, 
with reference to a rubber plant found in abundance throughout 
the West Nyassa district, British Central Africa. 

This has been identified as Landolphia florida, one of the most 
important of the-so-called ‘‘ vines” producing rubber in Tropical 
Africa. 

According to a report on the sample received, the rubber is of 
very good quality, and the sample has been properly prepared. Its 
value to-day is 3s. to 3s. ld. per lb., and it is stated that any 
quantity of this rubber, provided it is as clean as the sample in 
question, would find a ready market in London for some years to 
come at a minimum price of 2s. 6d. to 2s. 9d. per lb. ~ 


THE New JAPANESE TARIFFS. 


The Board of Trade have received a notice from the Foreign 
Office that, according to the latest reports received from Her 
Majesty’s Minister at Tokio, the date at which the new Japanese 
tariffs will come into action still depends on the ratification of 
the treaty between Japan and Austria-Hungary. 

It is also stated that the Japanese Government will give three 
months’ notice of the application of the tariffs. 


Pustic WorKs IN Warsaw. 


The Foreign Office have received a report from Captain A. P. 
Murray, H.M. Consul-General at Warsaw, stating that the Town 
Council of that city has assigned the sum of 1,420,000 roubles 
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(about 142,0001.) for public works during 1899, of which 754,500 
roubles (about 75,450/.) is for re-paving the streets. 

Of this sum, 78,400 roubles (about 7,840/.) will be spent on 
asphalte pavement, 320,000 roubles (about 32,000/.) on wood, 
161,400 roubles (about 16,1401.) on granite, and 194,700 roubles 
(about 19,470.) on cobble-stone pavement. Besides this, 293,000 
roubles (about 29,300/.) is assigned for making new footwalks, of 
which 290,000 roubles (about 29,000/.) will be spent on concrete 
(beton) and 3,000 roubles (about 300/.) on asphalte. 

Tenders for these works and for the supply of the necessary 
materials will be called for in due course. 

The Consul-General adds: “I fear, however, that although British 
enterprise has taken a prominent part in the paving of other 
Russian towns there is little or no opening in this case as the wood 
required is grown locally, the concrete is made at the town works, 
and the price paid for asphalte is so low that I do not think there 
is anything to be done in that article, whilst for the contracts for 
the labour required the competition is very keen and the prices 
cut down to an extent which leaves very little margin for profit. 

“Tf, however, any British firm desires to tender and will place 
themselves in communication with me I shall be happy to give 
them any information at my disposal.” 


TENDERS FoR PETROLEUM FOR NORWEGIAN STATE RaILways. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a despatch 
from H.M. Consul-General at Christiania, stating that tenders are 
invited by the Norwegian State Railways Administration for the 
delivery of 227,600 kilog. of petroleum. 

Tenders in sealed envelopes, marked “ petroleum,” should be 
addressed to ‘“Stynelens Expeditionskontor, Statsbanerne, 
Christiania,” where they should be received by 2.30 p.m. on 
Wednesday the 20th July, 1898. 

Further particulars can be obtained on application at the 
Commercial Department of the Foreign Office, any day between 
the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


TENDERS FOR HypRAULIC CRANES AT AMSTERDAM. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a 
despatch from Her Majesty’s Consul at Amsterdam, stating that 
the Town Council of Amsterdam announce that, on the 18th 
July they will- receive tenders for the construction of six 3-ton 
hydraulic trolley cranes for the use of the shipping on the Trading 
Quay at Amsterdam. 
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Full printed particulars are obtainable at the Municipal Printing 
Office in that City for the sum of 7d. 


TENDERS FOR CoaL TRUCKS ON THE WARSAW-VIENNA RAILWay. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a 
despatch from Her Majesty’s Consul-General at Warsaw, stating 
that the Warsaw-Vienna Railway Company invite tenders for the 
supply of 1,000 trucks for the transport of coal. 

The gauge of the Warsaw-Vienna line is the same as that of 
the German and Austrian lines, and narrower than that of the 
Russian railway system. 

Tenders should be sent to the Directeur du Chemin de Fer de 
Varsovie-Vienne, 4 Varsovie. 


SpecIAL RaTEsS FOR HUNGARIAN CoAL ON HutnGaRIAN RalLways. 


A report, dated 25th June last, has been received at the Foreign 
Office from H.M. Consul at Trieste, stating that it is reported by 
telegraph in the Trieste newspapers that the Hungarian Minister 
for Ricans has, with a view of encouraging the consumption of 
Hungarian coal, just granted special facilities as to freight from 
the mines on the Hungarian railroads to the ports of Trieste and 
Fiume and to Roumania. 

The Consul adds that it is rumoured that this step has been 
taken in consequence of it being considered a favourable moment 
to create competition with English coal. 


GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS. 


India Office—The Secretary of State for India in Council is 
‘prepared to receive tenders from such persons as may be willing 
to supply railway carriages and wagons. 

The conditions of contract may be obtained on application to 
the Director General of Stores, India Office, Whitehall, S.W., and 
tenders are to be delivered at that office by two o’clock p.m., on 
a the 19th July, 1898, after which time no tender will be 
received. 


BELGIAN versus British TENDERS IN EGYPT. 


A despatch, dated 22nd June last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Lord Cromer, H.M. Agent and Consul-General 
at Cairo, enclosing a communication fram Mr. Robertson, the 
President of the Railway Board, stating that in the tenders for 
-goods stock the English firms are at a considerable disadvantage, 
as shown in the annexed table. With these figures, and as the 
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lowest orders are from firms who have supplied them well, the 


Board has no option but to place the order in Belgium. 


List of prices for :— 


300 wagons, 450 60 
English ......... 40,950 45,191 10,237 
35,538 45,191 11,212 
se 35,100 45,191 9,945 
34,515 44,752 9,418 
31,590 44,160 9,301 
39,487 
Belgian ......... 24,997 31,512 7,047 
25,401 32,200 7,461 
28,815 37,755 — 
Dutch ........ 87,749 45,566 10,823 


Duties on Corn, Fiour, anD MEAL IN FRANCE. 


A despatch, dated Ist July last, has been received at the Foreign 
Office from H.M. Ambassador at Paris, reporting that the import 
duties on corn, flour, and meal have been re-imposed from the 1st 
July last, the period during which those duties were suspended 
having expired on that date. 


GENERAL BUDGET OF THE PHILIPPINES FOR 1898-99. 


A despatch, dated 1st July last, has been received at the Foreign 
Office from H.M. Ambassador at Madrid, reporting that the general 
budget for the Philippine Islands authorised for the years 1896-97 
by Royal decree of the 21st August, 1896 (see “ Board of Trade 
Journal” for September, 1896, p. 315), will remain in force during 
the financial year, 1898-99. 


REPORTS OF THE BOARD OF GENERAL APPRAISERS OF THE UNITED 
STATEs. 


The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office, 
‘circulars issued by the United States Treasury Department regard- 
ing the transmission of samples to the Board of General Appraisers 
at New York. 

The above may be seen on application at the Commercial 
Department of the Board of Trade, 7, Whitehall Gardens, S.W., 
any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
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TRADE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM witH Spain, Unirep STATEs, 
Spanish INDIES, AND PHILipPINE ISLANDS. 


The following table, based on returns furnished by the Custom 
House, shows the value of the trade of the United Kingdom with 
Spain, United States, Spanish West Indies, and Philippine Islands 
for the month of June, 1898, as compared with June, 1897 :— 


Exports from the United King- 


Imports into the dom of British and Irish, and i 

United Kingdom. | Foreign and Colonial Produce i 

From and to. and Manufactures, | 

June, 1898.|June, 1897.) June, 1898. June, 1897. i 

wee 1,028,684 | 1,090,385 287,171 401,224 
nited States... —... | 9,374,383 | 7,463,813 2,077,794 4,139,750 iH 
Spanish West Indies... 408 15,92 nil, 88,241 
Philippine Islands 203,300 55,792 4,980 27,220 i 


FoREIGN TRADE OF TURKEY. 


With reference to a statement on the Foreign Trade of Turkey 
on p. 732 of the June issue of the “ Board of Trade Journal,” the 
columns of the values should have been headed “ 1,000 piastres,” 
instead of “ piastres.” 


| 

| 
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IL—FOREIGN TRADE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM.* 


The Monthly accounts of Trade and Navigation show that the 
imports from foreign countries and British possessions into the 
United Kingdom for the month ended 30th June last amounted 
in value to 39,032,3051., as compared with 36,321,8091. for June, 
1897, showing an increase of 2,710,496/., or 7°4 per cent. The 
exports of British and Irish produce and manufactures for June, 
1898, were valued at 19,413,6961., as compared with 19,089,9971. 
for June, 1897, an increase of 323,6991., or 1°7 per cent.; while 
the exports of foreign and colonial merchandise amounted in value 
to 5,617,0037., an increase of 165,214/., or 3:0 per cent. over 
June, 1897. 


Imports.—The following table shows the value of the imports for 
June, 1898, as compared with June, 1897, according to the 
different categories of merchandise :— 


Month ended June 30. . 
Increase. | Decrease. 
1897. 1898. 
: £ £ £ £ 
Food, drink and tobacco... _ {16,066,052 /18,026,856 | 1,960,804 
Metals... ... 1,881,128 | 1,994,529 | 113,401 
Chemicals, dye stuffs and tanning 
substances ... one 401,507 479,388 77,881 
Raw materials for manufactures ...| 9,523,209 | 9,377,089 _ 146,120 
Manufactured and miscellaneous 
articles ...| 7,829,687 | 8,419,170 589,483 
Total ... one £/36,321,809 |39,032,305 | 2,710,496 a 


The principal increase in the value of the imports for June, 
1898, as compared with June, 1897, is under the category of 
articles of food and drink, wheat showing an increase of 622,0821., 
Indian corn or maize 806,806/., and wheat meal and flour 307,0261. 
Bacon has increased 136,6091., beef, fresh, 122,415/., lard 
132,2801., and potatoes 196,854/. Sugar shows an increase of 
240,1651., but cheese has decreased to the extent of 200,9301., 
hams 81,603/., and meat preserved otherwise than by salting 
51,9437. In tea there is a falling off of 97,9711. 


Exports—With regard to the exports for the month, the 


* See also pp. 107 and 108, 
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following table shows the values for June, 1897, and June, 1898, 
and the increase or decrease in each principal category. 


Month ended June 30. 
—— Increase. | Decrease. 
1897. 1898. 
£ F 
Animals, living 96,634 107,751 11,117 
Articles of food and drink ... ...| 948,826 | 1,029,575 80,749 os 
Raw materials... 1,683,925 | 1,715,591 31,666 _— 


Articles manufactured and partly 
manufactured, viz. :— 

Yarns and textile fabrics «| 7,885,707 | 7,521,062 _ 364,645 
Metals and articles manufac- 
tured therefrom (except ma-' 
chinery) ves 2,798,784 | 2,820,557 | 26,773 on 
Machinery and millwork «..| 1,485,002 | 1,835,996 350,994 a 
Miscellaneous... 4,196,119 | 4,388,164 | 187,045 — 


Total £/19,089,997 |19,418,696 | 323,699 


The decrease in the yarns and textile fabrics is, to a great 
extent, to be accounted for by the falling off in the quantities of 
jute piece goods, linen piece goods and worsted tissues, the decrease 
in the latter being 6,216,100 yards, with a value of 314,2401. 
Cotton piece goods show an increase of 53,605,500 yards, valued 
at 291,2721. There is also a decrease in the exports of raw wool 
of 2,624,400 Ibs., valued at 100,262/., and of iron, unwrought and 
wrought, valued at 131,0981. 

Taking now the trade of the first half of 1898, as compared 
with a similar period of 1897, the imports show an increased net 
value of 10,750,505/., principally due to articles of food and drink 
(duty free) which increased 10,513,409. Manufactured articles 
during the same period increased 984,559/., and oils 453,817/. On 
the other hand imports of raw materials for textile manufactures 
show a decrease of 1,038,248/., and chemicals, dye stuffs and tanning 
substances 479,9371. 

The exports for the first six months of 1898 as compared with 
the same period of 1897, show a net decrease valued at 
4,902,2731.; exports of yarns and textile fabrics have decreased 
3,076,838/.; metals and articles manufactured therefrom (except 
machinery) 670,028/.; chemicals and chemical and medicinal 
preparations 239,859/.; machinery and mill work 214,4211.; 
apparel and articles of personal use 211,721/.; raw materials 
208,2871.; and articles of food and drink 198,7781. 


| 

| 
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I1I.—CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE IN GERMANY. 


H.M. Ambassador at Berlin has forwarded to the Foreign Office 
a report, drawn up by the Commercial Attaché to the Embassy 
at Berlin, on Chambers of Commerce in Germany, on which the 
following article is based. 

The establishment of Chambers of Commerce, up to 1840, had 
been confined to Rhenish towns. In the old Prussian districts 
the want had been met by the organisations in the chief com- 
mercial towns known as “ Merchant Corporations.” They were 
given extended rights by statutes approved by the Sovereign. 
Corporations of this kind have existed in Berlin, Danzig, Memel, 
Stettin, Tilsit, Kénigsberg (Prussia), Elburg, and Magdeburg 
since the year 1820. 

The great distinction between such Corporations and Chambers 
of Commerce is that the former were absolutely free organisations 
which anyone could join, or not, at pleasure; whereas the latter 
were compulsory organisations which must be composed of specified 
persons. 

In consequence of a decree of February 11, 1848, thirty-three 
Chambers of Commerce were founded during the period 1848 to 
1865, of which there still remain thirteen. 

By 1870 many matters in connection with these Chambers 
required reforming, and on the 24th February of that year the 
first great Law on the Chambers of Commerce was passed. 

According to this Law the foundation of a Chamber of Commerce 
no longer required statutes sanctioned by the Sovereign, but only 
the approval of the Government. With regard to votes, the 
rasa was maintained that the smaller trading and artisans’ 

usinesses should not be represented in the chambers. In order 
to accomplish this object, votes, as also the duty of contributing 
to the expenses of the chambers, were made dependent upon the 
business firm being enrolled in the Trade Register (“ Handels 
Register”). The Law also allowed a still greater restriction of 
votes to special classes or to those paying particular rates of 
trading taxes, if the consent of the Government were obtained. 

The chief changes made by the Law of 1870 in the organisation 
of the Chambers were the following :— 

Inclusion of the companies or societies entered in the “ Register 
of Trades,” which included not only commercial companies, joint- 
stock companies, and limited liability companies, but also the 
registered associations (Genossenschaften); and of the mining and 
other companies connected with mining, which were excluded by 
the 1848 Decree. 

The corporations of merchants at Berlin Stettin, Magdeburg, 
Tilsit, Danzig, Konigsberg, Memel and Elburg, and the “‘ Commercial 
College of Altona,” were especially maintained by the Law. 

Under this 1870 Law, Chambers were established at Barmen, at 
Cassel and at Hanau in 1870; at Flensburg, at Kiel, at Sorau, and 
at Miilheim-on-the-Rhine in 1871; at Habberstadt and Liidenscheid 
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in 1872; at Bromberg and Altona in 1875; at Stralsund and 
Sagau in 1879; at Oppeln in 1882; at Bonn in 1891. 

In March, 1896, the then Minister of Commerce brought before 
the House of Deputies a projected law on the Chambers of 
Commerce. Special attention was called to the irregular and un- 
equal development of the representation of the Chambers, to the 
fact that large portions of the country were without any organised 
representation at all of commercial interests, to the inequalities in 
importance and work of the different Chambers, and to the circum- 
stance that in many of the most important trade-centres the re- 
presentation of commerce and industry was dependent upon 
voluntary representation in the Merchant Corporations. ‘The 
object was to include the whole State within the organisation laid 
down by the new Law. 

This first project of a new Law was rejected by a large majority 
in Committee, and was then abandoned by the Government. 

On the 14th December, 1896, however, the new Minister of 
Commerce, Herr Brefeld, laid before the House of Deputies another 
projected Law on the Chambers of Commerce to amend the Law of 
February 24, 1870. 

In the introduction to that projected law, it is especially stated 
that “in consequence of the reception accorded to the House of 
Deputies to the former project of Law on the Chambers of Com- 
merce, the Government would not any longer attempt to go on 
with a systematic and thorough re-organisation of the representa- 
tion of commerce, by means of Laws.” ‘The present Bill was 
merely to supplement the Law of February 24, 1870, and would 
confine itself to maintain the principles of that Law and only alter 
the provisions of that Law in so far as they were inconsistent with 
later laws, and had been proved to have the effect of restraining in 
an undesirable way the activity and freedom of action of the 
Chambers. Alterations would also be made where it had been 
shown to be absolutely necessary. 

The present 1897 Law effected a thorough revision of the 
method of computing the contributions to be paid towards the 
expenses of the Chambers of Commerce. Sucn « change was most 
necessary, as the former provisions did not harmonise in many 
respects with the newer laws regulating the payment of taxes, on 
which the scale of contributions is based. A six year period of 
election was substituted for the three year, but a third of the 
members are to retire every two years, when side elections will be 
held to replace them. 

One of the most important changes is the extension of the 
powers and duties of the Chambers. 

The second and third readings of the present Law took place on 
May 25th, 26th and 29th, 1897, and they terminated with an 
unanimous acceptance of the Law. 

The only great debate was on the attempt to compel the 
Merchant Corporations, especially the Berlin one, to be converted 
into Chambers of Commerce. 


| 
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In the Upper House (Herrenhaus) the Bill met with approval, 
but a few small alterations were made, which necessitated its 
return to the Lower House, where it was passed on July 23rd, 
1897, in an altered form. ; 

It became law on August 19th of the same year. 
ope following are some of the chief paragraphs of the new 

§ 1—The Chambers of Commerce are to take care of the 
interests of all those engaged in commerce and industry in their 
districts, and have the special duty of assisting the authorities in 
furthering commerce and industry by actual information, by sub- 
mitting proposals and by giving opinions. 

§ 2.—The establishment of a Chamber of Commerce is dependent 
on the sanction of the Minister of Commerce and Industry. 

When such permission is given, the place at which it is to be 
and the number of members of which it is to consist (when 
covering several districts) are at the same time fixed. 

§§ 3-9.—Treat of the rights of voting and right of election. 

§ 10-15.—Treat of the manner of voting. 

§§ 16-22.—Refer to the duration of the functions of members, 
and how they are changed. 

§§ 23-31.—Deal with financial matters. 

§ 32.—At the beginning of every year the Chamber elects from 
its members a chairman and one or two substitutes for him. 
Should the chairman or his substitute retire before the legal 
period a new election must take place for the unexpired portion of 
the time. 

§ 33.—The Chambers can exclude the public from their 
meetings. 

Those subjects are not to be dealt with at the public meetings, 
which the Chambers consider unsuitable for public deliberation. 

§ 35.—The Chambers have the rights of juridical persons. 

They are represented, as regards the public, by their chairman 
or his representative. 

Documents, which the Chambers have to deal with in connec- 
tion with properties must be signed in their name by the chairman 
or his substitute and by a member of the Chamber. 

A document bears the seal of an heraldic eagle and the 
inscription—‘“ Chamber of Commerce at ............+.. 

§ 36.—Chambers of Commerce are permitted to send their 
reports direct to the central authorities. 

They have to inform the provincial authorities, with whose 
district the report deals, of the documents sent to the central 
authorities. 

§ 37.—Other regulations on the method of conducting the 
business of the Chambers will be drawn up by them and 
communicated to the Regierungsprisident. 

§ 38.—The extent of the business of the Chambers will 
generally be limited by their own decisions (§ 1). 

They are bound to keep up, and support institutions, 
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establishments, and all arrangements which have for their object: 


the encouragement of commerce and industry, technical and 
commercial education, ordinary education, and the means of 
affording moral and social protection to apprentices and 
journeymen. 

§ 39.—At latest, every year at the end of June, the Chambers 
have to report to the Minister of Commerce on the condition of 
trade during the previous year, and to circulate copies of their 
report. 

They must communicate, through the newspapers or in some 
other suitable way, to those engaged in commerce and industry 
in their district, summaries of their discussions from the minutes 
and statements of their accounts. 

§ 40.—At those places, where Chambers of Commerce are 
situated, the brokers (Handelsmakler) will be appointed by them, 
subject to the confirmation of the Regierungsprisident. 

41.—Exchanges and other public institutions for commerce 
can be placed under the Chambers. 

§ 42.—The Chambers must appoint and administer the oath to 
adjusters of averages and such other persons engaged in business 
(under paragraph 36 of the Reichs Gewerbeardnung), whose 
business. is carried on in their district. This rule does not 
apply to auctioneers. 

Regulations drawn up hereafter for persons in certain positions 
are to be submitted to the Minister of Commerce. 

The granting of certificates of origin and of other commercial 
papers is in the hands of the Chambers. 

§ 43.—The Chambers of Commerce are under the supervision of 
the Minister of Commerce and Industry. 

At his request a Chamber can be dissolved through a decision of 
the State Ministry (Staatsministerium) ; new elections are then to 
take place which must be held within three months from the day 
of the dissolution. ; 

The Minister will, during such interval, take measures to provide 
for the continuation of the business and for the care of the properties 
of the Chambers. 

§ 44.—This law, with the exception of paragraphs 33, 38, and 
42, does not apply to the Berlin, Stettin, Magdeburg, Tilsit, 
Kénigsberg, Danzig, Memel, and Elburg existing merchant 
corporations. 

The corporations named in the previous paragraph must convert 
themselves into Chambers or, in case a Chamber is made for these 
districts, amalgamate with it. 

Such transformation is to take place by means of statutes drawn 
up by the corporation and approved by the Minister, in which 
there are to be provisions for the arrangement and administration 
of the properties of the corporation as also for the system of 
voting. By these statutes the former designation of the corpora- 
tion can be maintained. 
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IV.—THE BICYCLE TRADE IN GERMANY. 


With reference to an article on pp. 651-653 of the “ Board of 
Trade Journal” for December, 1897, a despatch, dated June 11th 
last, has been received at the Foreign Office from Mr. Harford, 
H.M. Charge d’Affaires at Munich, on the same subject, viz., the 
German bicycle industry. 

Mr. Harford states that manufacturers of bicycles, of which trade 
Nuremberg is the chief centre in all Germany, have long been 
agitating for a higher duty on foreign bicycles. At present the 
latter are classified as “fine iron goods ” and pay the quite nominal 
duty of 2s. to 3s. each. It is now urged that bicycles should 
instead be classified as “‘ vehicles,” and pay a duty of 10 per cent., 
or 20s. to 25s. each. It is presumed that this could be done at 
once without infringing treaty stipulations, and a petition to this 
effect has been addressed to the Central Government by the 
“Union of Manufacturers.” The matter now rests with the 
Secretary of the Imperial Treasury. 

In support of this petition it is pointed out that about 60,000 
men are employed in the bicycle industry, whose livelihood is 
menaced by foreign competition. 

The importation of American bicycles into Germany rose by 
850 per cent. in the first few months of this year, compared with 
the same period in 1897, and it is stated that a Munich agent has 
undertaken to buy bicycles to the value of £7,500 annually from 
one American maker alone. English bicycles are unfortunately 
not so much in request partly owing to their reputation for 
heaviness, especially compared with American machines, though 


lately English makers have discovered that most cyclists on the 


Continent demand a very light and highly geared bicycle. 

It may be noted that there was a falling off in the value of the 
total exports of bicycles from the United Kingdom to foreign 
countries and British possessions last year, the figures for 1897 
being 1,430,320/. as compared with 1,855,604/. in 1896. During 
the six months ended June, 1898, the exports amounted in 
value to 553,051. as compared with 857,186/. during the first 
half of 1897. 

The value of exports of bicycles (of home manufacture) from 
the United States was 395,419/. for the year ending June 30th, 
1896 (the first fiscal year for which they are shown separately in 
the trade accounts)—but for the year ending June 30th, 1897, 
the value had increased to 1,459,4421. 

The value of bicycles exported from the United States to the 
United Kingdom for the year ending June 30th, 1896, was 
127,7691., which in the fiscal year 1897 increased to 494,9321., or 
nearly four times as much. 

The value of the exports from the United States to Germany 
shows proportionately a still larger increase, viz., from 30,3941. in 
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1895-96, to 213,822/. in 1896-97. With regard to the French 
bicycle trade the imports into France of “ velocipedes” and parts 
thereof (special trade) for the year 1897 were valued at 275,1001., 
as against 267,300/. in 1896, and 385,800/. in 1895. The exports 
of nch “ velocipedes ” for 1897 were valued at 378,2231., as 
against 250,500/. in 1896, and only 167,1001. for 1895. The principal 
customer for French bicycles appears to be Belgium. 


V.—THE PRODUCTION AND CONSUMPTION OF 
COFFEE. 


An interesting communication from the pen of Edward Payen 
on the subject of the production and consumption of coffee has 
recently appeared in the ‘“‘ Economiste Frangais.” 

According to M. Payen, the production of coffee in the French 
Colonies does not make any headway, although at one time there 
was a large yield in Martinique, and notwithstanding the fact that 
its cultivation there has almost ceased, the name still remains in the 
trade, the so-called Martinique. produce being really the production 
of Porto Rico, or of La Guayra (Venezuela). Much, it is suggested, 
might be done to encourage the cultivation of coffee in the 
French Possessions on the West Coast of Africa and in New 
Caledonia. It must, however, be borne in mind that owing to over 
production in Brazil the price has of late years fallen very 
considerably. Thus at Havre, Santos coffee which in May, 
1896, realised from 82 to 88 francs (65s. 7d. to 70s. 4d.) the 
bag,* in August, 1897, fetched no more than 89 to 52 francs 
(3 3. 2d. to 4s. 7d.), and in April, 1898, had still further declined 
to from 34 to 52 francs (27s. 2d. to 41s. 7d.). To take the 
extremes, coffee which in May, 1896, fetched from 79 francs to 
82 francs (63s. 2d. to 65s. 7d.), in May, 1898, fetched no more than 
35 francs (28s.) This fall has seriously affected the economic con- 
dition of coffee producing countries and chiefly Brazil. 

Coffee, as far as it can be traced, originated in Abyssinia, 
and it is found in a wild state over numerous points of the 
African continent. Thence it has spread over the whole of the 
civilised world. It is largely cultivated in Java, Ceylon and 
Brazil; its chief place of- production, however, at the present 
time is in the States of South America, and the provinces of Céara 
Bahia, Rio de Janeiro, and San Paulo, in Brazil, are the chief centres 
of production. Most of the produce is exported through Santos 
and goes by the name of that port. The fall in the value of the 

produce has very seriously affected the finances of Brazil. This 
fall has been attributed in some quarters to speculation, but the 
real cause is rather over production, as the following statement 


* Each bag of Brazilian coffee weighs 60 kilogs., or about 132 lbs, 
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will show. The production of coffee has, the French Consul at 
San Paulo states, increased during the last four years in the 
Provinces of Rio and San Paulo alone by 4,000,000 bags, and 
this sudden increase in the production has resulted in an equally 
sudden fall in prices. The augmentation of the production is not 
due to the increased yield of the individual plants, but solely to 
the increase of the area of production. The coffee plant does not 
come into bearing till four, five, or six years after the planting, 
and it is consequently to the plantations laid out in 1891, 1892, 
and 1893 that the increase of 4,000,000 bags, or about 200 
million kilogs. which took place between the years 1894 and 
1897, is due. To produce such a result it has been calculated 
that between 1891 and 1893 about 130 millions of new coffee 
plants must have been planted; and, moreover, the increase in 
production has not yet reached its limit, for in subsequent years 
many new plantations have been laid out. Brazilian growers 
have been strongly urged to hold their hand in view of the grave 
consequences that have followed the over production between 
1894 and 1897. 

Though Brazil remains the largest producer, there is throughout 
the world the same tendency to increased production, a fact which 
it is important to note, for fresh countries are constantly entering 
into the competition. 

The coffee plant is a fine evergreen shrub which attains to a 
height of from 9 to 11 feet, and grows on the sides of mountains, 
the higher altitudes as a rule suiting it best. 

The Liberian coffee of West Africa is a vigorous plant and has 
been cultivated with much success in British India, in Java, and in 
Brazil. There are even, according to M. Dybowski, certain coffee 
shrubs which will flourish in marshy soil; and an increased cultiva- 
tion will, no doubt, do much for the West Coast of Africa. 

The Congo Free State is also making vigorous efforts to develop 
the cultivation of coffee. At the end of 1896, 500,000 coffee 
plants had been laid down, and over a million additional shrubs 
also were shortly to be planted. The coffee production of the 
world is thus rapidly increasing. What that production exactly 
is it is difficult to estimate, for there are no data as to the 
consumption in all the producing countries. The total con- 
sumption has been, however, roughly estimated at 700 millions of 
kilogs. (689,000 tons). Taking into account the imports of coffee 
into the countries where it is chiefly consumed it would attain very 
approximately to that figure. 

A statement was recently published in the French “ Bulletin de 
Statistique et de Legislation Comparée” showing the quantities of 
coffee consumed in the various countries of Europe and in the 
United States from 1893 to 1897, from which it appears that the 
consumption rose from 519,615 tons in 1893 to 623,320 tons in 
1897. The increased consumption in 1897 over 1896 amounted to 
no less than 64,290 tons. The United States is responsible for 
more than 50,000 tons of this increase, and the consumption of 
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coffee in that country has now reached 318,170 tons, or 13,000 
tons in excess of the whole European consumption. In 1893 the 
consumption of the United States was 248,117 tons, whilst the 
consumption in Europe was 271,498 tons. 

As regards the consumption of coffee per head of the population, 
the United States by no means holds the first place. This beng 
to Holland, where the consumption per head is estimated at 10} 
kilogs.(23 lbs.) : in Denmark it is 7 kilogs. (15 lbs.), and in Belgium 
5 kilogs. (11 lbs.). In France the consumption per head is only 
1} kilogs. (3} lbs.), although in the matter of total consumption 
France comes amongst European countries next after Germany, 
where 136,900 tons were consumed in 1897. The total French 
consumption was 77,310 tons, whilst the consumption in Italy was 
12,500 tons, and in the United Kingdom 12,240 tons. The per 
capita consumption of coffee in the United States in the year 1897 
was 9°95 lbs.; in the United Kingdom in the same year it was °7 
of a pound per head. 

The consumption of coffee in France is steadily increasing. In 
1840 it amounted to 14,370 tons, in 1860 to 34,360 tons. It will 
thus be seen that the consumption has during the last 40 years 
more than doubled. The greater part of the coffee is imported in 
the bean, the importation in 1896 amounting to 121,882,000 kilogs. 
(121,000 tons). Of this total only 1,004,000 kilogs. were imported 
from the French colonies, although the duties are only half those 
on the coffee imported from foreign countries. 

These duties are as follows :— 

per 100 kilogs. per 1b. 
francs. d. 
Coffee in the bean imported from the French 


Do. do. roasted or ground ... bias .. 10400 43 
Coffee in the bean imported from foreign 

countries ... sas 156-00 7 
Do. do. roasted or ground ... ‘te ..» 20800 9 


Of the coffee imported from foreign countries 42,742,000 kilogs. 
were imported from Brazil and 23,176,000 kilogs. from Haiti. 
From France 48,151,000 kilogs. were exported chiefly to Germany, 
Switzerland, and Belgium. It is evident from the foregoing that 
either the large producers in Brazil will have to limit their output, 
or else that the excessive fall in price will lead to a largely 
increased consumption, the equilibrium being then re-established. 

It is evident also, taking into consideration the capital outlay 
which is requisite and the number of years which must elapse 
before the coffee plant comes into bearing, that coffee is not a plant 
on which the colonist can exclusively rely, and that its production 
should be undertaken rather as a subsidiary than as a staple 
product. 
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VI.—THE BRAZILIAN PROCESS OF “SMOKING” 
RUBBER. 


A despatch, dated 14th May last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Chargé d’Affaires at Rio de Janeiro, 
enclosing report by H.M. Acting British Consul at Para on the 
method at present employed on the Amazon river of coagulating 
the milk of the rubber tree by a “ smoking ” process. 

The report states that the juice or milk of the Hevea braziliensis 
may be caused to coagulate by various means. By the addition of 
a solution of alum, sodium, chloride, or various other salts, or by 
simply allowing the milk to stand exposed to the air for twenty- 
four hours, or by artificial evaporation, the watery portion may be 
separated from the solid residue known to commerce as india- 
rubber or caoutchouc. 

To produce however a substance having that consistency and 
elasticity which is desirable, it is of the first importance that this 
coagulation should take place in such a way that as little water as 
possible remains imprisoned in the mass. : 

When the milk is allowed to coagulate by simply standing in 
contact with the air, a considerable amount of water remains in the 
mass—the rubber is flabby, inelastic, and deteriorates rapidly. It 
is classed together with scraps and debris as “sernamby,” and 
fetches but a low price. 

When alum is used the result is better. In the province of 
Matto Grasso, the milk is always treated with that re-agent and 
the rubber fetches but 3d. or 4d. per lb. less than the finest Para 
rubber... 

The best rubber, known as Paré fine, is produced however by 
rapidly evaporating the juice in the smoke produced by burning 
the nuts of the Urucury palm (Attalea excelsa). This is effected 
by throwing a quantity of the nuts on a small wood fire; a dome- 
shaped vessel is then inverted over this fire and the smoke pours 
out through a hole at the top of the dome. A piece of wood, some- 
times cut to the shape of a rough spoon or paddle, is dipped into 
the milk and then held in the smoke until the viscous liquid has 
dried, leaving a layer of rubber on the stick. The stick is then 
aj ne again into the liquid and the process repeated until layer 
by layer a large pellet of rubber is built up. ‘ 

The exact action of the smoke has not yet been satisfactorily 
explained. It is probably due, however, to the acid (pyroligneous) 
present in the smoke. All the apparatus employed may be seen 
in the Kew Museum. But there is no doubt that the milk thus 
treated yields a very elastic and at the same time firm rubber that 
is free from all tendency to flabbiness and does not lose weight 
when stored. The smoke of an ordinary wood fire is found to 
produce what is known as “ wet rubber,” that loses from 5 per cent. 
to 10 per cent. in weight whilst in the hold on the way to Europe. 
A considerable amount of rubber is, however, probably prepared 
by this means in localities where the Urucury palm is scarce. 
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The method of smoking, though very primitive, enables a man to 
prepare as much as 10 to 15 kilos. of rubber in one hour. 

The good effects produced by the smoke of the Urucury nuts are 
probably due, in part, to the fact that the smoke is a dry smoke ; 
but it seems probable that there is also some chemical re-agent at 
work the nature of which has not yet been ascertained. 

A machine, designed on the principles of a centrifugal cream 
separator, to separate the watery portion of the milk has been 
tried, but without good results at present. 

A feasible method would be to dissolve the rubber in some 
liquid that will not mix with water. Carbon bisulphide, for 
instance, if it could be sufficiently cheaply produced, might 
revolutionise the present somewhat primitive system. 
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VIL.--THE ECONOMIC CONDITION OF PORTO RICO. 


The island of Porto Rico is the fourth of the West Indian 
Islands in size. It lies between the Island of Haiti andthe Virgin 
Islands, being the most easterly of the Greater Antilles. While 
much smaller than Cuba, and not possessed of as varied natural 
resources as that island, it is nevertheless for its size one of the 
richest colonial possessions in the world. 

The writer of an article in the “ Manufacturer” describes the 
island as an irregular parallelogram in form, about 100 miles in 
length by 36 miles in width. It is traversed from east to west by 
a range of mountains lying somewhat south of a medial line. 
These mountain ranges average about 1,500 feet in height, 
although one peak called Luguilla rises to an altitude of 3,678 feet. 
From the base of this range and its spurs stretch rich alluvial 
tracts seamed with well wooded and abundantly watered valleys. 
The soil of almost the entire island is remarkably fertile. The 
climate is mild and the island in nearly every respect is one of the 
most favoured in the West Indies. 

There are twenty-one rivers in Porto Rico, some of which are 
navigable for five or six miles from their mouths. 

The mineral resources of the country, so far as investigated, do 
not seem to be very extensive—gold, carbonates, and sulphides of 
copper, and considerable quantities of magnetic oxide of iron have 
been found. Lignite occurs at Utuado and Moca, and also yellow 
amber. A large variety of marbles, limestones, and other building 
stones are deposited on the island, but these resources are un- 
developed. ‘There are salt works at Guanica and Salinas, on the 
south coast, and at Cape Rojo, on the west, and these constitute 
the principal mineral industry in Porto Rico. Hot springs and 
mineral waters are found at Juan Diaz, San Sebastian, San Lorenzo, 
and Ponce, but the most famous is at Coame, near the town ot 
Santa Isabel. 

The wealth of Porto Rican forests is very great, but owing to 
inadequate means of transportation, this part of the natural wealth 
of the island has, as yet, scarcely been touched. In the dense 
forests in the interior there has already been found a remarkably 
large variety of fine grained woods suitable for manufacture into 
furniture and for cabinet work. All timber for ordinary building 
purposes is, however, imported from the United States and Canada. 
The agricultural resources of the colony are the only ones which 
have received any really serious attention. Of the total area of 
over 3,600 square miles, about 3,171 square miles are under 
cultivation, including the area devoted to pasturage, which makes 
up an average of about 1,708 square miles. The area devoted to 
agriculture in the strict sense of the word varies greatly from year 
to year according to the state of the markets. The sugar and 
tebacco crops are particularly uncertain. When prices are high 
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the crops of these staples are very large, but in the years when the 
prices are low, large areas of good sugar and tobacco land are 
abandoned to pasturage. With coffee, however, the quantity 
remains practically fixed from year to year. A small quantity of 
cocoa is produced each year, the product being nearly all consumed 
in the local markets. Indian corn also is grown in considerable 
quantity during the seasons when high prices for that produce 
promise to prevail. 

The sugar industry which has hitherto been the most important 
in the island has during the past few years suffered a marked 
decline. The soil, climate and all the natural conditions are 
favourable to the culture of this product, but the growing use of 
beet sugar in the consuming markets and the excessive land tax 
imposed by Spain on Porto Rican sugar properties have combined 
to reduce the profits to be derived from this industry to such an 
extent that many of the sugar plantations are being abandoned or 
diverted to other uses. The mills throughout the country are, as a 
rule, poorly equipped with obsolete machinery, although a few 
establishments were re-equipped in the year 1896 with British 
outfits of a thoroughly modern type. 

' Next to sugar, the staple product of the island is coffee. The 
coffee of Porto Rico commands a high price in the New York 
markets. Owing to the price obtained for it, not only in New 
York, but in Spain and other markets as well, and on account of the 
ease with which it can be produced, the cultivation of this product 
promises to become the most important industry in the island 
within a few years. There are still large areas of land in the 
island quite unoccupied, and it is probable that these will in the 
course of time be converted into large and productive coffee 
plantations. The cultivation of coffee requires but little capital 
or labour as compared with that of sugar, and both of these are 
recommendations which appeal to the Porto Rican mind. 

Much of the coffee now produced is grown by small planters who 
have no capital to invest, and who make use of the wild and waste 
lands on the hillsides to grow their coffee. 

Tobacco of a quality equal to that of the best Cuban 
plantations can be produced in Porto Rico if a small degree of care 
is used in guarding against insects and in the selecting and drying 
of the leaves when they are stripped. In these matters the native 
planters are generally careless, and as a result the reputation of 
Porto Rican tobacco has suffered materially. A considerable 
quantity of this product in the form of leaf and in cigars is now 
exported each year to the United States, Spain, France, and 
England, but the industry is capable of enormous development. 
A large quantity of the leaf is in ordinary times exported each year 
to Cuba and made up into cigars in Havana. ‘There are three 
qualities of tobacco produced in the island: (a) capa, which is the 
first quality leaf and is used for wrappers ; () tripa, also a wrapper 
tobacco, and (c) beliche or. ordinary leaf. The first two grades are 
either made up into cigars in the country or sent to Havana, where 
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they are mixed with the native product, while the third grade is 
consumed in the country itself or exported to Bremen, Hamburg, 


and to Spain and Austria. 


The population of the island in 1890 was 810,394, of whom 
350,000 were whites, the remainder being mulattoes and negroes. 

Since the year 1870 Porto Rico has been classed as a representa- 
tive Spanish colony. For purposes of government it is divided 
into seven provinces or departments, the capitals of which are 
connected by a telegraph line, and a postal service between them 
is also maintained. The principal cities are San Juan (population 
27,000), Ponce (18,000), Mayaguez (20,000), Arecibo (11,000), 
Aguadilla (8,000), and Guayama (5,400). There are only three 
ports on the island which offer a safe anchorage at all times. These 
are Guanica and Hovas on the south coast and San Juan on the 
north coast. San Juan, the capital, is the most important city in 
the island, but little manufacturing is carried on even there. 
The Standard Oil Company has a small refinery across the bay, in 
which crude petroleum, brought from the United States, is 
refined. Matches are made, some brooms, a little soap, and a 
cheap class of trunk. There are also ice, gas, and electric light 
works. There are two tramways and also railways connecting the 
city with Ponce and other parts of the island. : 

The harbour of San Juan is bordered on the east and south by 
swamps. On the west it is sheltered by the islands of Cabra and 
Cabrita, which a sandbank practically connects with the mainland. 
The interior harbour is land-locked, capacious, and safe, although 
until recently it has been too shallow for use by vessels of very 
heavy draught. In 1889, however, work was begun on dredging 
it. This operation has dragged along ever since and is now well 
advanced. The work is all done by prison labour. One of the 
greatest drawbacks to the more rapid development of the wonderful 
agricultural resources of Porto Rico has been the lack of adequate 
transportation facilities. In the interior of the island, large areas 
of exceedingly fertile land remain uncultivated through want of 
means of transport. The roads throughout the island, with the 
exception of the main government road from the capital to Ponce, 
are of the most primitive order, and during the rainy seasons are 
quite impassable. During the past few years, however, an effort 
has been made to remedy this evil. Works are in progress on the 
principal roads, and many new routes are projected. The “ con- 
sumption” tax on liquors and petroleum has been ceded by the 
State to the municipalities exclusively for repairing and improving 
the country roads. 

As a part of the scheme for improvement a railroad 
around the island was planned in 1888, and a contract was 
entered into between the government of Porto Rico and Don Ibo 
Bosch for the construction of such aline. The route as planned, 
started at San Juan and led to Mayaguez, vid Arecibo and 
Aguadilla; Rio Piedras to Humacao, vid Fajardo; Ponce to 
Mayaguez, vid San German; Ponce to Humacao, vid Arroyo; 
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Caguas to Humacao, via Juncos. In other words, the line planned 
forms an almost complete belt around the island, in addition to a 
spur running eastward from Humacao to Caguas. 

Don Ibo Bosch established in Madrid a company for the purpose 
of carrying out the contract under the name of the Compania de Ja 
Ferro-Carriles de Puerto Rico. By the contract, the Govern- 
ment guaranteed the company an annual interest of 8 per 
cent. on the capital expended (not exceeding £2,000,000). The 
total length of the railway, as planned, was 283 miles. Of this 

_amount 119 miles had been constructed by the end of 1892. Little 
progress was made however in 1893 and 1894, and in May of the 
latter year, when the contract of the company expired, the only 
sections of the road built were those from the capital to. Caumy, 
from the capital to Carolina, from Aguadilla to Mayaguez and from 
Yauco to Ponce. 

An attempt has been made to secure the construction of 
light railways, but these efforts have not been successful 
owing to the fact that the subsidy offered was not sufficient to in- 
duc3 anybody to undertake the work. A company has, however, 
been formed for the construction of a narrow gauge road between 
the towns of Rio Piedras and Caguas, in connection with the line 
that runs from San Juan to the first named of these towns. Several 
other railway projects have been proposed from time to time, but 
the sections of the belt line and a railway running between San 
Juan and Guayama are the only important lines in operation. 
The total length of finished railway in the island, according to 
the latest report, is about 140 miles, while about 170 miles more 
are under construction. There are on the island about 470 miles 
of telegraph line, and submarine cables connect San Juan with St. 
Thomas and Jamaica. The commerce of Porto Rico is very largely 
carried on in Spanish bottoms, over one-half of the trade, both 
inward and outward each year being transported in Spanish ships. 
The imports for the calendar year 1896, amounted to 3,947,000/. 
and the exports to 3,603,0007. Of this amount 1,130,000/. worth 
of the exports were sent to Spain and 1,527,000/. worth of the 
imports were received from that country. 

The following table, taken from a British Consular Report 
(Foreign Office Annual Series, No. 1917), shows the values of the 
principal articles of export from Porto Rico during the years 1895 
and 1896 :— 


Articles. 1895. 1896. 
& £ 

Sugar... 712,131 703,758 
Coffee... 1,755,931 2,509,328 
Hides... 865 6,4€ 
Cattle... 28,734 25,030 
Timber 2,147 804 
Molasses 97,942 110,407 
Tobacco 152,722 87,302 
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In ordinary years about one-third of Porto Rico’s exports of 
coffee is sent to Cuba and about one-quarter to Spain; of the sugar 
over one-half, and of the molasses practically all goes to the United 
States. Spain and Cuba take the greater part of the tobacco, 
French West Indian colonies take over one-half of the cattle 
exported, and Spain about two-thirds of the hides sent out. 

The imports into the country are made up of an almost endless 
variety of substances. From Spain come wines, rice, oils, flour 
and textiles ; from England, machinery, textiles, salted provisions, 
rice and coal; from France, a small amount of textiles, some 
jewelry and perfumery, some fine wines and liqueurs; from Italy, 
wines, vermicelli and rice; from Germany, glass and porcelain 
wares, textiles, paper, cheese, candied fruits, beer, liqueurs; from 
Holland, cheese; from Cuba, rum, sugar and tobacco; from the 
United States, meat products, flour, manufactures of wood and of 
steel, coal, a considerable quantity of petroleum and miscellaneous 
products of many kinds. 

With regard to British shipping in Porto-Rican ports, the fol- 
lowing table, based on returns furnished to the Board of Trade by 
British Consular officials in Porto Rico, shows the total tonnage of 
British vessels entered and cleared at the various ports, distinguish- 
ing Direct Trade, i.e., in British vessels to and from Great Britain 
and British colonies—and Indirect Trade, i.e., carrying trade in 
British vessels from and to other countries—for the years 1895 and 
1896. 

British Shipping in Porto-Rican Ports. 


| 
1895. | 1896. 
PORTS. Drrect. INDIRECT. Drrecr. | INDIRECT. 
Entered. | Cleared. | Entered. | Cleared. || Entered. | Cleared. | Entered. | Cleared. 
Tons Tons Tons. Tons. Tons Tons Tons Tons 
Aguadilla 6,495 6,495 8,803 8,803 
Arecibo ...... 2,085 301 15,857 17,542 1,214 1,652 24,228 
Arroyo ...... 976 622 11,153 11.506 889 1,426 10,879 10,342 
Humacao 1,723 479 17,008 17.219 | 3,388 1,000 18.584 20,972 
Mayaguez 4,793 1,879 37,432 40.396 4,149 2,361 43,714 45,489 
Ponce......... 6,024 550 22,865 | 12,099 2,849 43,016 52,119 
San Juan 11,457 3,495 61,578 67,316 11,830 1,166 102.439 113,700 
Viegues...... 4,988 4,988 | 971 4,971 
| 
Total ...; 28,554 | 12,866 | 177,061 188,327 | 33,569 | 10,454 | 256,634 | 281,127 
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VIII—THE COMMERCIAL IMPORTANCE OF THE 
SI-KIANG (WEST RIVER).* 


_ The commercial importance of the Si-Kiang, or West River, 
the second of the two great natural waterways of the Chinese Empire, 
and of its affluents, will be more apparent in the future when 
sufficient time shall have elapsed to allow of the growth of trade 
at the treaty ports on its banks lately opened to foreign trade; for 
the development of these ports must mean the handing over to 
commercial activity of the four southern provinces of China, viz., 
Kwang-tung, Kwang-si, Kwei-chow, and Yunnan, provinces rich 
in minerals and natural products of all kinds and with a large 
population requiring all sorts of woollen and other goods only 
obtainable from European or North American markets. The 
ports at present open to trade on or in proximity to the West 
River, and not including the British possession Hong Kong near 
the mouth of the estuary, are Canton (from which nearly all the 
trade has hitherto been directed), Samshui, Kongkén, Wuchow Fu, 
Kongmoon, Kumchuk, Shiuhing, and Takhing. 

In the “ Board of Trade Journal” for November last, an 
article on the opening-up of South-Western China, demonstrated 
the advantages of the West River route (as compared with the 
Red River route through French territory)f for the purpose of 
developing trade in Southern and South-Western China. 

The exhaustive report of Mr. Consul Bourne on the results of 
the Commercial Mission to China, organised by the Blackburn 
Chamber of Commerce (Foreign Office Miscellaneous Series, 458), 
also enters fully into the importance of the new waterway and the 
promising commercial prospects foreshadowed by the opening up 
of the new districts to trade. 

The Si-Kiang is formed mainly by the confluence of three 
important streams, viz.,—the Hsun-Kiang (called also the Canton 
West River), on which is situated an important commercial 
centre—the city of Nanning Fu; the Hung-Shui Kiang, or Red 
Water River; and the large stream flowing from the north, spoken 
of in the above mentioned Report as the Liu Chow branch. 

Mr. Bourne points out that of these three branches of the 
Si-Kiang, the Hung-Shui Kiang has hitherto been looked upon 
as the main stream, but that the great artery flowing from the 
north past the city of Liu Chow is much the more important both 
in volume of water and in traffic, and should be regarded as the 
real Si-Kiang. 

Navigation in this river begins as high up as San-chuo in the 
province of Kuei-chow, but boats drawing three feet of water are 
not able to navigate all the year round above Ch’ang-ngan Ssii, a 
place of some trade, which is almost monopolised by the Can- 
tonese, as everywhere in Kwang-si. There is no weaving done 
here. The people wear chiefly Hankow (Huang-pi Hsien) home- 


* See Map at commencement of number, + See also p. 41 of this issue. 
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spun which comes overland through Hunan; the Kwang-si people 
are too lazy to weave, or there would be a greater consumption of 
Indian yarn. Foreign goods come from Pakhoi by way of Liu 
Hsii, a suburb of Pin Chow, where there is a large market for 
Lancashire goods and yarns. At Ch’ang-ngan there are five or 
six big foreign piece-good stores kept by Cantonese, and here the 
districts to the north supply their wants including Ku-chow and 
Huai-yuan just passed. 

A place of importance coming down stream is Yung Hsien, a 
small town witha background of most weird-looking limestone peaks. 
Hankow homespuns come to this town through Hung-chiang Ssi, 
there being little weaving in the neighbourhood. Foreign goods come 
seven days by land from Liu Hsii, which is five days by land from 
Ch’in Chow west of Pakhoi. Land carriage in this province is by 
porter and not by pack animal, probably because the climate is too 
hot for ponies; it is therefore much more costly, amounting 
between Liu Hsii and Yung Hsien to 84d. per ton per mile on 
grey shirtings. This expensive land carriage is a considerable tax 
on British goods, and is caused entirely by the heavy likin charges 
vhich almost close the rivers to trade. In the future goods should 
come up stream from Wu Chow under transit pass. 

Liu Chow Fu, further down the river, is described as a most 
picturesque city built on a peninsula enclosed on three sides by a 
broad bend in the river, and the cleanest city in China. There are 
many excellent stores kept by Cantonese where all kinds of foreign 
goods can be obtained. Liu Chow has for years been supplied with 
foreign goods from Pakhoi overland by way of Liu Hsii, because of 
the heavy likin on the West River. Here here may be seen plenty of 
Lancashire light calico which the people use for shirts, socks, and 
sometimes dyed blue for gowns. The city is not extensive, not more 
than a mile in diameter nor thickly peopled, but there are many 
good buildings and other signs of wealth. The piace was taken by 
the T’ai-p’ings, but capital has come in from Canton and the city 
has rebuilt its houses and temples and recovered its prosperity. 

Great complaints are made of the laziness and want of ambition 
of the Kwang-si natives: they grow enough rice to live on, and are 
satisfied, and the larger trade is all in the hands of the Cantonese ; 
the chief exports are tobacco, sugar, and rice; the officials 
endeavour to get the people to cultivate the hills with rice by 
importing Hunan farmers to teach them, but without much success. 

There is no doubt that were Kwang-si and Southern Kuei-chow 
properly cultivated, and the grain brought down by the splendid 
network of streams flowing into the West River, Kwang-tung 
might be independent of Saigon and the Yangtze for its rice. 

The manager of one of the largest foreign import houses in Liu 
Chow stated that likin generally had to be paid at each barrier 
passed and was very heavy on the West River, so that all goods 
came by way of Pakhoi and thence overland, but in the case of 
foreign yarn there was a special arrangement by which it paid one 
likin only for the whole province amounting to about 2°50 taels 
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per bale; between Wu Chow and Liu Chow there are three likin 
and two fu-shui dues that have to be paid on foreign goods; and 
between Canton and Wu Chow likin must be paid at Sam-shui and 
Hou-li. Transit passes from Canton had recently been tried, but 
the likin office at Liu Chow insisted on the tso-ku being paid on 
transit-pass goods, although there was otherwise no such tax levied 
in the province; goods coming by land from Pakhoi only paid. 
300 cash (9d.) a load (about 100 lbs. avoir.) fu-shui at Lien Chow, 
therefore foreign goods all come that way. 

Still lower down the river is situated Hsiin Chow Fu at the 
junction of the main stream with the Hsiin or Nan Kiang, the 
Canton West River, a smaller stream which comes from Po-sé and 
Nan-ning. 

Foreign goods come from Pakhoi, by way of Yii-lin Chow and 
Kuei Hsien. They have to pay fu-shui at Lien Chow and likin 
and fu-shui at Hsiin Chow, amounting in all to, say, twelve per 
cent. ad valorem in addition to treaty import duty. The merchants 
had recently tried transit-passes, but had found them of no avail, 
the likin being exacted in the form of a differential duty. Cotton 
homespun all comes from Canton, a great deal of it being woven 
from foreign yarn at Fatshan. 

Twenty miles below Hsiin Chow, there is on the left bank at 
the mouth of a creek that connects the West River with the Liu 
Fu River near the Lu-t’an Rapid, an important mart, called offi- 
cially Ta-huang-chiang Ssi, but known locally as Chiang-k’ou. 
There is a salt revenue but no likin oifice here, It is a very busy 
place and a much greater distributing centre than Hsiin Chow. 
It is thickly packed with shops dealing in goods of all sorts, parti- 
cularly Canton home-spun cotton cloth. This place now draws its 
foreign goods chiefly from Pakhoi, but it should in the future be fed 
from Wu Chow. The next district city, P’ing-nan Hsien has a fair 
amount of shipping, and situated in a well-situated plain, producing 
tobacco and rice. At Pai-ma-kiang and at Méng-kiang there are 
important likin stations—the former collecting a “destination ” 
(lo-ti) likin, and the latter a war tax (chiin-hsiang); these two 
barriers are a great obstacle to trade West, and should be broken 
down in respect to British trade by insisting on the right to transit 
passes. Above them the market is supplied with foreign goods 
from Pakhoi, and the first town below them, T’éng Hsien, from 
Wu Chow. It is a disgrace to the local government that Hsiin 
Chow, and even Wu Chow, on this splendid river navigated further 
up-stream for hundreds of miles by two of its branches, should 
have been for years dependent on a route involving days of overland 
carriage by coolies, and it is to be hoped that the opening of Wu 
Chow will put an end to this state of things, which is very detri- 
mental to the development of the import trade. 

The city of Wu Chow and its suburbs occupy a right-angled 
triangle, each side of which may measure one to one and a half 
miles, the right angle being at the point of junction of the river. 
It is closely packed with well-built houses and evidently a 
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prosperous place. There is a good anchorage and no difficulty in 
the navigation of light-draft steamers to Canton and Hong Kong, 
and a large goods and passenger traffic will, no doubt, develop in 
time, 
‘ In the Wu Chow shops are to be found a good supply of Lan- 
cashire cottons and some variety—in the latter respect the Canton 
River is 20 years ahead of the Yang-tze—due perhaps to the more 
enterprising character of the Cantonese. Foreign goods had come 
from Canton, but also from Pakhoi, purchases on behalf of the 
local traders being usually made in Hong Kong, but sometimes in 
Canton. Now that the port is open to trade, goods will be im- 
ported direct from Hong Kong on payment of treaty tariff duty only; 
but the merchants have stated they expected to get no benefit from 
this, as it was the intention of the likin officials to lose nothing by 
the opening of the port, the likin dues would be levied on them, 
they said, arter the goods had reached their hands. Nor were they 
sanguine about transit passes, which they believed the likin 
authorities would evade by means of a differential duty on transit- 
pass goods ; in short, the opening of the port was to be made 
illusory. 

Business is done under much more healthy conditions at Wu Chow 
than on the Upper Yang-tze as far as currency and terms of 
payment are concerned, due perhaps to the business ability of the 
Cantonese, in whose hands lies the greater part of the trade. 

As stated above, likin from Canton is about 13 per cent. 
ad valorem on grey shirting; but this is the rate at which a 
boatman would on the average contract to get goods through, 
considering his chance-of smuggling entirely now and then, and 
of compromise with the likin collectorate. In practice, no one 
pays likin according to tariff, which between Canton and Wu 
Chow would amount on grey shirtings to about 25 per cent. 
ad valorem. 

Goods sent on by the Fu Ho to Kuei-lin, the capital, have to 
make two more likin and one more fu-shui payments after leaving 
Wu Chow, raising taxation on grey shirtings, under the present 
régime, to about 20 per cent. ad valorem actually paid. 

Yarn pays only about 4 per cent, ad val., being specially 
favoured by a syndicate (in which the likin officials are interested) 
anxious to divert the trade to the West River from Pakhoi so 
as to bleed in the Kwang-tung provinces the Yiinnan and 
Kuei-chow transit trade. 

The future of Wu Chow as a distributing centre of British 
trade depends largely on the question of taxation. If China can 
be induced to grant British traders treaty right, and to put the 
transit-pass system honestly in force in Kwang-si, Yiinnan, and 
Kuei-chow, there is no doubt that a very large trade might be done 
from Wu Chow, the greater part of Kwang-si, of Kuei-chow, and 
of eastern Yiinnan being supplied thence, unless the French allow 
free transit through Tonking. Under present conditions in 
Tonking, if the transit-pass system were made to work as well 
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from Wu Chow as it now does from Méng-tzii, the area supplied 
through the French colony would be very small, and the districts 
supplied from Burma and Wu Chow would meet in Yiinnan Fu, 
because the exchange of products, and therefore the course of trade 
is between Yiinnan and Kwang-si, Canton and Hong Kong, and 
not between Yiinnan and Tonking. But there is another pioviso : 
the Chinese Government must police the border districts of 
Yiinnan and Kwang-si better, and make impossible such a holding- 
up of the trade as recently existed in that region. Then 
better postal and banking facilities would gradually be developed. 

After Wu Chow come Nanning and Liu Chow in commercial 
importance, and both these places might be reached by light draft 
steamers from Wu Chow by slight expense in improving the 
channel. A great part of the traffic in more valuable commodities 
goes by carrying coolie to escape likin—a costly means of convey- 
ance adding greatly to the price of British imports. The through 
Yiinnan trade from Hong Kong, which in 1886 followed the 
Pakhoi, Nanning, Po-sé route has been diverted by the success 
of the French in establishing the transit-pass system from Méng- 
tz, through Tonking. In regard to the Tonking trade by way 
of Lung Chow, it is probable that the French can get to no market 
before Nanning. It is difficult to see how it could possibly pay 
to take goods round from Hong Kong to Hanoi by steamer and 
on by railway 200 odd miles, crossing the water parting between 
the Red River and the West River, when there is direct water 
carriage from Hong Kong to Wu Chow by steamer, and on to 
Nanning by native boat in 17 days at very low freight, much less 
so if there were steam traffic to Nanning direct. 

In this connection, however, it may be noted that the French 
Foreign Minister stated, on the 7th June last, that the Chinese 
Government has granted to France the concession of the railway 
lines connecting Pakhoi in the Gulf of Tonking with the Valley 
of the Si-Kiang at Nanning Fu. This concession, points out the 
official intimation, completes the series of points of penetration 
whereby trade can enter Southern China by way of Tonking and 
the neighbouring region. 

Between Wu Chow and Canton is the newly-opened Treaty port 
of Samshui, which (with Kongkén) is situated at the apex of the 
delta formed by the Canton and West Rivers, a district which is 
remarkable for the richness of its soil and the variety and abund- 
ance of its products, as well as for the density of its population. 

A vast and hitherto undeveloped area has now been brought 
within reach of foreign markets, and Samshui from being a city of 
little account, bids fair to become one of great importance at no 
distant date. Hitherto it has taken no part in the trade of the 
province, and indeed, as a local market for foreign produce, it may 
be doubted whether it will ever play a very conspicuous réle; but 
as a treaty port it needs only careful fostering to become an im- 
portant centre of distribution. Merchandise can now be laid down 
’ there direct from Hong Kong on payment of import duty according 
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to tariff, and it is no longer obliged to submit to the exactions 
imposed upon it by its introduction, vié Canton, which has 
hitherto been the case. Once in the port and covered by transit 
pass it can proceed without fear on its way into the interior, and 
this measure of relief should lead to a great expansion of the trade, 
provided, as has been said that it is not strangled by the imposition 
of burdensome taxes and the syndicate system to which the 
provincial Government is so partial. 

The Consular Report recently received at the Foreign Office 
(Annual Series, 2108), from which these observations are taken, 
states that, about a mile to the westward on the left bank of the 
Samshui branch of the North River as it flows to mingle its waters 
with the main stream of the Si-Kiang, lie in close proximity the 
two small towns which form Kongkén. They are prettily situated 
bordered by pine-clad hills, but surrounded by rice fields, and the 
place is of no importance and ill-adapted either for purposes of 
an anchorage or for foreign residence, so that it has been passed 
over in favour of a village called Hsin-hsii, about a mile further 
to the south-west, which forms the limit of the port as defined 
by the customs; a rock in mid-stream known locally as the 
“ floating rock,” about two miles from Sainam marking the eastern 
limit. 

In addition to the two treaty ports already described there are 
four stages or ports of call on the West River at which foreign 
steamers have the privilege of landing and shipping passengers 
and goods. These are Kongmoon, Kumchuck, Shimhing, and 
Takhing. 

The two former have been placed under the Canton office of 
the Imperial Maritime Customs and the latter under Wu Chow, so 
that the returns of this port do not include the trade done there. 

Foreigners have not acquired the right to live at these places, 
nor to establish hongs there, and even steamers towing and vessels 
other than steamers under present regulations are precluded from 
visiting them. 

According to the same regulations only certain routes leading 
to and from the West River are open to navigation by foreign 
craft. In the case of their proceeding from Canton, they are 
obliged to take the following circuitous route, namely, vid the 
Hill Passage and the Saiwan, Tailoong and Junction Channels— 
shown on the Admiralty Chart, No. 2,562—entering the West 
River at Fish Cliffs; and in coming from the direction of Hong 
Kong—that is, from the sea—their way lies either by Wangmoon 
or Montomoon. The Kerr and Junction Channels bring them 
eventually into the West River at the same point that the Canton 
steamers enter it, namely Fish Cliffs, which lies a short distance 
below Kumchuck. 

These routes are subject to revision, and other channels are 
being surveyed with a view of shortening the distances. 

Chinese steamers are not restricted like foreign vessels: they 
may take any channel that has a sufficient depth of water and 
suits their purpose, and they may take up and set down passengers 
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* and merchandise anywhere along their route, so that they enjoy a 
great advantage over foreign-owned craft, and, consequently, get 
- most if not all of the passenger traffic between Samshui and Canton. 
They are under the control of the Foreign Customs only so long 
as they are at the treaty ports or places of call, but junks towed 
by them remain subject to the native customs, and this dual control 
lends itself, as can well be imagined, to a ready means of defraud- 
ing the revenue. 

The opening of the West River to vessels of foreign type which 
come under the Imperial Maritime Customs, was not a welcome 
measure to the provincial authorities, to whom it meant less pro- 
vincial revenue and loss of personal profit to local officials, and 
trade was not begun without some friction, but, on the whole, the 
arrangements have worked satisfactorily. 

The customs have been placed under the control of the Hoppo 
at Canton, and foreign affairs are in the hands of the Grain Taotai. 

The returns are somewhat disappointing having regard to the 
high hopes that were entertained of the prospects of the trade 
previous to the opening of the West River, but it is gratifying to 
note that there are already indications of steady improvement, and 
there is little doubt that the trade is capable of great expansion. 

What is wanted, however, is the presence of foreign merchants 
or agents, and until their advent it is to be feared development 
will be slow. 

-The total value of the trade of Samshui during the period under 
review amounted to 15,4271., of which 5,169/. belonged to the 
four months ending September 30th, and 10,2581. to the December 

uarter. 
This includes only the trade carried in foreign bottoms, but 
independently of it there is a large business done by native craft, 
which come under the notice of the local native authorities, 
statistics of which, if they exist, are not procurable. That this 
latter, however, is very considerable, is proved by the number of 
deeply-laden junks met with on the river. 

The value of the exports was 6,330/., of which 981. represent- 
ing 267 lbs. of raw silk, composed the direct shipments abroad, 
namely, to Hong Kong, while goods to the value of 6,232/. went 
forward to Wu Chow. ‘To describe the latter as “‘ exports” is per- 
haps somewhat misleading, as they are mostly made up of what is 
known as “Straits produce,” which arrived at Samshui from 
Fatshan, Canton, and other places by native junk. Of goods of 
local origin, paper (of which much is produced in the district) and 
prepared tebacco are the chief items. 

The shipping returns show that 1,680 steamers of a total 
tonnage of 92,956 tons, and 50 sailing vessels, aggregating a total 
of 6,028 tons, entered and cleared during the time the port has 
been open. Of these, 782 with a tonnage of 84,158 flew the 
British flag; 4 the American, of 252 tons capacity; 10 the Portu- 
guese, representing 464 tons; and 934 the Chinese flag, of a 
tonnage of 14,110. It is satisfactory, therefore, to note ‘that the 
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British firms have already gota firm hold of the trade on the river ; 
this will be still more evident from the following table, which 
shows how the trade generally was divided between the several 
nationalities :— 


Nationality. Value. 

British ... Foreign imports ... 5,607 
” exports, to Hong Kong son eee 98 
a > coastwise, to Wu Chow ... 6,232 
Total ... ons 15,232 
Chinese... Foreign imports ... (under) 1 
America ... ...| Native 99 ab 194 
Total value of trade of port... 15,427 


When the port was opened considerable difficulty was experi- 
enced in obtaining steamers suitable for the trade. None of the 
established shipping firms had any vessels available which were 
considered adapted to the conditions of the river, and they were 
obliged to charter what vessels they could from owners in Hong 
Kong. 

The Hong Kong, Canton, & Macao Steamboat Company, 
which is working the West River trade jointly with Messrs. 
Butterfield & Swire and Messrs. Jardine, Matheson & Co., 
started with four small steamers; two of these carried all the 
traffic for some months between Hong Kong, Samshui and Wu Chow, 
but the charter-party lapsing, the line was discontinued, and traffic 
is now maintained between these places by means of British 
lighters classed as sailing vessels in the customs returns, whica 
are towed by steam launches to and fro between Hong Kong and 
Samshui, the other two steamers plying between Canton, Samshui 
and Wu Chow, taking-them in tow to and fro between the lower 
and the upper sections of the river. 

These steamers keep up a tri-weekly service, but rely mainly 
on the freight to and from Wu Chow. Little cargo is landed at 
Samshui on the upward trip from Canton, and even the passenger 
traffic is limited. 

There are in addition several outside steamers which run 
regularly between Samshui and Hong Kong, but their business is 
more with the ports of call than with Samshui. 

The distance to Canton is reckoned 100 miles by the route 
now open, and steamers take about 12 hours to accomplish the 
journey either way. 

To Hong Kong the distance is 113 miles, and about the same 
time is required for the passage. 

One small Chinese-owned trading steamer runs to Macao, but 
otherwise the steamers under the Chinese flag consist of steam 
launches employed in towing passenger boats. 
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No ocean-going steamer has yet been up the river. 

The navigation between Samshui and Kongmoon or Canton 
presents few difficulties to vessels drawing 7 feet of water, and 
steamers of much greater depth might ply during the summer 
months, but during the autumn and winter they would have to 
discontinue running. 

Shallow-draft vessels—possibly stern-wheelers—are what would 
appear to be suitable for the traffic, or perhaps better still the 
system of flats or barges towed by launches as has been suggested. 
These would be the more convenient in the event of the shallow 
inland waterways being thrown open to foreign craft, as seems 
possible. 

Finally, Mr. Bourne in his Report already quoted, points out 
that inland taxation is a much more serious obstacle to British 
trade in the Canton Viceroyalty—the Kwang-tung and Kwang-si 
provinces—than in any other part of the empire, and deserves 
particularly the most serious attention of those interested in the 
import trade. It is simply an excuse for tyrannous and bare-faced 
exaction. 

The market in cities like Canton and Foochow—these two cities 
alone are probably able to take more Lancashire goods than the 
whole province of Yiinnan—being very important to manufac- 
turers, it is a question, if the present state of things in regard to 
likin is to continue (and, if it continues, it will be always getting 
worse), whether it would not be worth while to encourage a British 
firm in Canton to establish an agency within the city, and there 
sell cottons retail. Such a proceeding would be within treaty 
rights, and would, if supported, tend to break down the present 
exactions. 

In one place Mr. Bourne says, “If British capital were being 
invested and not withdrawn more and more every year from the 
China trade, missions like ours would not be needed ; our rights in 
the interior would be insisted on by Englishmen on the spot imme- 
diately interested,, produce might be prepared for export, new 
imports might be introduced and Englishmen, acquainted with 
local conditions, might be ready to lend assistance in the material 
development of the country which must come soon now.” 
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IX.—NEW CHINESE TREATY PORTS.* 


The following places as additional treaty ports are to be opened 
to foreign trade by special decree :—Yo-chow, in the province of 
Hunan; San-tu-ao or Samsah Inlet, in the province of Fokien; 
and Chin-wang, in the province of Chihli. 

The United States Minister at Peking reports that Yo-chow is 
situated at the mouth of the Tungting Lake, in Hunan, and is 
about 130 miles from the treaty port of Hankow. A very large 
trade is carried on there in native produce. It is a military and 
customs station, and is the first place opened to foreign trade in the 
province of Hunan. It is believed that a good carrying trade will 
be developed when foreign steamers commence running there, 
which will, no doubt, be in the near future. 

San-tu-ao, in the province of Fokien, is a place better known 
among foreigners as Samsah Inlet. The entrance to this inlet, ten 
miles to the westward of Spider Island, is one and three-quarter 
miles wide, with deep water and strong tides. The bay extends 
to the northward thirteen miles, terminating in a sandy isthmus, 
over which Fuhning Bay is seen. Very little is known about this 
part of Fokien, but it is said that there is an extensive trade 
carried on from the mainland, in junks plying up and down the 
coast. Recently the Germans are reported to have explored the place, 
and at one time, previous to the occupation of Kiaochou, it is be- 
lieved that it was considered desirable as a naval and coaling station. 
_.Chin-wang is on what the admiralty charts call ‘“ Shallow Bay.” 
It is between Creek Point and Rocky Point, about a mile deep and 
clear of rocks, and the shore is sufficiently steep to allow large 
boats to land easily. The depth is two fathoms at half a mile, and 
four and a half fathoms at two miles from the shore. <A reef of rocks, 
encircles Rocky Point at halfa mile distant. 

Shallow Bay is the place where the foreign mails were landed 
during the winter, and it is said that it 1s intended to serve as 
an outlet for the coal country behind. It is a short distance north 
of the new summer resort called Pei-tai-ho. ~ 

Referring perhaps more especially to the opening of Yo-chow on 
the great Tung-ting lake, the “North China Daily News” remarks 
that the foreign trade of China, capable of enormous expansion, 
has increased but slowly. The opening of new treaty ports, 
although a move in the right direction, has never brought about - 
the increase which was expected, and the explanation is simple. 
Owing to the want of means of communication, only restricted 
areas can be served without a cost for carriage which is prohibitive. 
The people cannot purchase imports unless they can sell their 
exports in exchange for them, and without cheap carriage they 
cannot place their exports on the market at a reasonable figure. 
The inland waters are the roads of China, and if once they are 
thronged with steamers, one of the greatest obstacles to trade now 
existing will have been removed. 


* See Map at commencement of number. 
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X.—TONKING AS AN OUTLET FOR CHINESE TRADE.* 


In an interesting article in the “ Economiste Frangais,” on the 
economic condition of the French colonies of Indo-China, M. Pierre 
Leroy-Beaulieu speaks of the illusions which have been enter- 
tained with regard to Chinese transit trade vid Tonking. 

The outlets for Chinese trade vid Tonking may take either of 

‘two directions, viz., from the south-eastern Chinese province of 
Kwangsi vid Langson and Lungchow, or from the south-western 
Chinese province of Yunnan vid the upper reaches of the Red 
River. 

M. Leroy-Beaulieu calls attention to the fact that the Chinese 
provinces which border on Tonking, viz., Yunnan, Kwangsi, and 
part of Kwangtung, are the poorest of the whole empire, very 
mountainous, habited for a great part by very primitive aboriginal 
tribes, and devastated and depopulated in addition by the 
Mohammedan risings of the middle part of the century. Accord- 
ing to statistics based on the best available information, Kwangsi 
has 5,151,000 inhabitants, or 26 to the square kilometre ; 
and Yunnan 11,721,000, or 43 to the square kilometre ; while the 
whole Chinese Empire has a density of population of about 
120 inhabitants to the square kilometre. The markets to be 
reached would therefore appear to be poor and below the average ; 
and there should also be taken into consideration the competition, 
as regards Kwangsi at any rate, brought about by the easy route 
of the West River which empties itself into the sea near Hong 
Kong, and which has recently been opened to trade as far as 
Wuchow on the borders of Kwangsi and Kwangtung. One day it 
will be opened as far as Nanning Fu, and already the junks of 
Canton ascend to Lungchow, the proposed terminus of the French 
railway line from Langson (see “ Board of Trade Journal” for 
November, 1897, pp. 549, et seq.). 

So far as regards Kwangsi. With respect to Yunnan, M. 
Leroy-Beaulieu does not consider the prospects to be any more 
brilliant. What is sometimes called “the splendid navigable 
waterway of the Red River” is far from being as good even as 
that of the Mekong, having in parts not more than half a metre 
of water for the greater part of the year. Even supposing the 
river were practicable for navigation, in order to tap the whole of 
the Yunnan trade, difficult and costly railway lines would have to 
be constructed. 

M. Leroy-Beaulieu continues as follows:—“ As for extending 
these future railways to the Yangtze and diverting the trade of 
the vast and wealthy province of Ssu-ch’uan in our direction—the 
idea is a purely visionary one: enormous mountain ranges would 
have to be traversed, and besides there remains the project of a 
railway connecting the centre of Ssu-ch’uan with the middle and 
lower reaches of the magnificent Yangtze waterway, which would 
be much less costly. 


* See Map at commencement of number. 
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“Again, by the system of transit passes one may avoid the 
exactions of the Chinese internal dues. But how is the trader to 
escape from the French Customs system, which is for ever 
examining merchandise, opening packages and not closing them 
again properly, and spoiling the goods under the pretence of 
guarding against smuggling? This system of itself is enough to 
make all traders shun the Tonking route. 

“It is curious to note how in France as soon as we have acquired 
a new colony we think no more of its own resources, but dwell 
instead on the wealth of the surrounding country to which it may 
afford us access. ‘Then when we become possessed of that, we 
forget the good points previously insisted upon, and desire that 
which is further away still, thus ever leaving the substance for the 
shadow. Tonking, Cochin China, and the Annam littoral offer us 
their wealth near at hand. We can easily exploit it at a moderate 
cost if we are practical and do not attempt too much.” 
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XI—AMERICAN COMPETITION WITH BRITISH TRADE 
IN JAPAN. 


The Assistant Japanese Secretary to H.M. Legation at Tokio, in 
a report to the Foreign Office on the trade of Japan for 1897 
Annual Series, 2109), states that the appearance of the United 

tates as a serious competitor with Europe was, in 1896, attri- 
buted to the prevailing depression in the States, but the same 
reason will not account for the continued growth of this competi- 
tion in 1897, and other causes must be sought. 

In the first place it would seem that the period of prosperity 
experienced in the States until about 1893 or 1894 ended with a 
considerable over-production in every branch of manufacture. The 
depression which ensued brought about an era of economy and 
stimulated the development of labour-saving machinery and 
appliances of every description, and by their adoption the American 
maker has been able not only to meet the lower prices offered to 
him by his own countrymen, but in many cases to create a demand 
abroad by selling his surplus at cost price and thus freeing the 
home market from any excess. 

In the second place the development of an export trade from 
the United States has been taken up by large combinations of 
varied interests, having as their object the collection and dissemi- 
nation of such practical information respecting the world’s 
requirements as will lead to an extension of commerce. These 
institutions stand ready to furnish gratis all details with regard to 
the resources and industries of the States, and there can be little 
doubt but that this broad and comprehensive policy is of incal- 
culable assistance to those concerned in American trade. Another 
point to be mentioned is the development of direct steamship 
lines from New York, whereas formerly goods were sent to 
Liverpool or London for transhipment to Japan. 

While the relative growth of Japan’s imports from the United 
States shows a very large increase in recent years, the amount of 
exports from Great Britain has increased by a larger total value ; 
but it must be borne in mind that the American invasion has only 
just commenced, that the ground has been prepared for large 
extensions in the future, and that unless some unforeseen changes 
take place, the tendency will be towards encroachment upon the 
trade hitherto belonging to Great Britain. The import trade to 
Japan of the United States is growing rapidly, more particularly 
in machinery, locomotives and railway material—articles for 
which the United Kingdom has hitherto held a monopoly. 

A reference should also be made to the quick deliveries which 
can always be obtained from America. As an instance, English 
locomotive builders required two years for the delivery of an 
extensive order, while the Baldwin Locomotive Works turned 
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them out at the rate of two a day and shipped the whole quantity 
within eight or ten weeks. 

Another case recently occurred where the English time for 
shipment of five locomotives was 10 months and the price about 
12,000 dols. gold delivered in Japan, and American makers offered 
to ship in 14 weeks at about 8,000 dols. gold. The same specifica- 
tion was submitted to both countries. The time allowed for execu- 
tion of orders by the Japanese buyer is always very-short, and the 
tendency is to make it shorter still. Consequently prompt ship- 
ments are a great advantage, and when, in addition, the shortness 
of the rail and sea route vid the Pacific coast is taken into con- 
sideration, it is apparent that the British maker must, even on the 
same terms as to price, offer strong counter inducements to ensure 
successful competition. At the same time there seems to be no 
doubt in the minds of the Japanese as to the superiority of the 
British-made engine. 

The total imports from the United States and Great Britain in 
1890, 1895, 1896, and 1897 are shown as follows :— 


Value of Imports into Japan. 


From. 
1890. 1895. 1896. 1897. 


Yen. Yen. Yen. Yen. 
United States ... «| 6,874,531 9,276,360 | 16,373,419 | 27,030,537 
Great Britain ... +-| 26,619,102 | 45,172,110 | 59,251,780 | 65,406,266 


The British Vice-Consul at Tacoma (U.S.A.), in a recent report 
to the Foreign Office (Annual Series, 2115), says, that respecting 
commercial relations with China and Japan, in addition to the 
regular steamships of the Northern Pacific Steamship Company, 
four chartered steamers have been employed for single voyages to 
cope with the requirements of the traffic during the summer 
months; at this time the question of the imposition of duties on 
tea, matting, and other products of China and Japan was under 
consideration by the Government; and importations that, under 
ordinary circumstances, would have been spread over an entire 
season, were hurried across within the second quarter of the year 
in the hope of arriving in the United States before the duty had 
been imposed. In consequence, the volume of trade from the Far 
East for the remainder of the .year was comparatively small. On 
the other hand, the exports of flour, raw cotton, machinery, wire 
nails, steel rails, electrical material, and manufactures of all kinds 
from the United States to Japan, China, and the East generally 
show a perceptible increase ; and the capacities of the steamers 
connected with the Trans-Pacific lines have been taxed to the 
utmost on the westward voyage to afford the shipping facilities 
required. The quantity of steel rails brought across the American 
Continent by rail from the manufactories in the vicinity of Chicago, 
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and exported vid Puget Sound to Japan, has aggregated about 
15,000 tons ; and it isa remarkable circumstance that the American 
manufacturers, under the disadvantage of the expense of a 2,000 miles’ 
transportation by rail, can successfully compete with English and 
Belgian firms selling railsin Japan. There has been some falling- 
off in the number of bales of cotton domestics, with other textile 
manufactures, passing through the Puget Sound ports for China, 
the exporters apparently finding cheaper shipping facilities by 
steamers running from New York vid the Suez Canal. Exports 
from America have to an appreciable extent been curtailed by the 
dearth of opportunities for shipment’ across the Pacific, in conse- 
quence of the steam tonnage in the regular lines being insufficient 
to carry all the cargo offered, and the rates of freight not proving 
remunerative enough to induce outside steamers to run the risk of 
coming across from China or Japan in ballast for the return cargoes 
offering. 

The Nippon Yusen Kaisha, the Japan Mail Steamship Com- 
pany, whose American terminus is at Seattle, has greatly improved 
its service during the year, the company’s boats having been 
carrying very full cargoes. The principal articles of export and 
import to and from Seattle have been carried by this line, and an 
enormous amount of business done by the company. A very large 
increase may also be noticed in the cotton and textile manufac- 
tures, as well as in the iron manufactures, under which head are 
included the exportations of steel rails to Japan and Korea. 
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XIT—BICYCLES IN CHINA AND KOREA. 


The American Consul-General at Shanghai, in a report to his 
Government, states that the trade in bicycles in China increased 
very rapidly during the past season and gives promise of even more 
rapid expansion during the season now opening. Prior to 1897 
very few bicycles were in use in China, while now, in all ports 
where cycling is possible, the habit is becoming almost universal 
among foreigners. Society in China is dominated by the English, 
who claim that no man or woman can hope to endure the climate 
unless they devote considerable part of each and every day, rain or 
shine, to out-door exercise and sports. Horseback riding has been 
universal among those who can afford that luxury; others take 
long walks daily. The bicycle appeals to all—rich, middle class, 
and poor—and all classes are using it. The city of Shanghai is 
perfectly flat, and some of the roads in and immediately around the 
settlements are good. Each nationality has generally bought 
machines made in their own home country, and at first the English 
bicycle predominated. It is said that now American wheels have 
the larger sale. Retail prices follow very closely those in England 
and America, a bicycle selling for 20/. in America being sold in 
China for about 21/. 10s. The drop in the price of bicycles is 
increasing the number of buyers, and the probability of large 
sales lies in the direction of low-grade, cheap machines. 

No wheels are made in China, and outside of Shanghai the cycle 
trade cannot grow to any extent. There are no native roads, but 
there are narrow paths for the pedestrian or the horseman, generally 
not wide enough for vehicles; dusty in dry weather, muddy in 
wet, and rough all the time, they are practically impossible for 
wheeling. These roads are not maintained by the community, but 
each landowner cares for the road immediately in front of his land ; 
and each one encroaches on the road in front of him, so as to 
gain all possible space for cultivation. Only on roads built by 
foreigners immediately around the larger settlements is cycling 
possible. 

Few Chinese have as yet taken to the wheel. Their clothing is 
not adapted to exercise, and especially not to the wheel. No man 
above the coolie class, in middle and northern China, appears in 
public otherwise than in long clothes—i.e., an outer petticoat reach- 
ing to his ankles. The few young Chinamen who ride either 
leave off this outer garment temporarily or turn it up and fasten it at 
the waist. They also bring the long queue of hair over the shoulder 
and fasten it at the waistband. ‘Their trousers are long and full, 
and baggy, and few Chinamen ride without a chain guard to keep 
the trousers from catching and tearing. No Chinese women ride. 
It is stated in American and English papers that it is now common 
in Shanghai for Chinese ladies to ride in the streets. Nothing 
can be farther from the truth. The Chinese women of the better 
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class are kept in absolute seclusion from men other than those of 
their family. This rule has not been broken in the slightest 
degree. Even in the missionary schools, where the daughters of 
merchants and mandarins are educated, no man is allowed to see 
the girls. 

Bicycles are now being kept by firms in every other kind of 
business, and are being advertised and pushed more than ever 
before. Circulars sent should be in English, giving the exact net 
price, with all discounts for cash on draft. with the bill of lading. 
The rate of exchange will be that of the day on which the draft is 
presented for payment. Any firm desiring to reach trade other 
than that of the foreigners should send, in addition to the English 
catalogue, description in Chinese, with illustrations. This is made 
necessary partly because the Chinese have no mechanical know- 
ledge and partly from the fact that, while dealers and Chinamen 
from different parts of the Empire cannot always understand the 
spoken language of other parts of the Empire, they all read the 
same written characters. These descriptions should be as simple 
as possible, and adapted to a people entirely ignorant of mechanics. 

There are several features peculiar to the market which must be 
taken into account in manufacturing goods for China. It is not 
believed that wood rims will last in the damp climate. Whatever 
may be the facts, the prejudice is in favour of steel rims. For 
the same reason it is not advisable, in making wheels for Shanghai, 
for many of the parts to be bright, for and any part that 
can rust will rust. In executing orders for Shanghai, great care 
should be taken to send exactly what is ordered. e retail mer- 
chant knows and caters to the popular prejudices. Should his 
order not be exactly or fully executed, the time is so long by mail 
that the sale would be lost by the delay in writing to get the order 
amended. The cost of cabling is such that telegraphic orders are 
impossible. 

The first motor cycles have been seen on the streets in Shanghai 
within the last few days. With the flat streets and lack of electric 
transportation, it would seem that this would be an ideal place for 
the motor cycle, capable of carrying passengers for hire. 

It might be suggested to manufacturers looking to the Chinese 
' trade, as well as to the cycle makers, the advisability of establishing 
a permanent exhibition in Shanghai for foreign goods. Practically 
all foreign trade for the middle and north of China goes ———_ 
Shanghai. An exhibition at Shanghai will reach the trade of the 
Yangtze Valley and of the north. Japanese have begun in asmall 
way to exhibit their manufactures at their consulates at the 
different ports. The amount of labour and time necessary to make an 
adequate and permanent exhibition of foreign manufactures would 
render that an impossible feature of consular work; yet the fact 
that Shanghai is the gateway of the Empire, and that an exhibi- 
tion there would reach three-fourths of the trade of China, would 
probably render such an enterprise remunerative. The expensive 
part of the scheme would be the land. When once the building 
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is erected one or two energetic persons would be all that 
would be needed in the management. All the manual work could 
be done by low-priced native labour. 

Korea.—Bicycles are also used in Korea chiefly by the foreign 
element. The Consul-General for the United States, at Sdéul, 
reports that something over 100 bicycles are in use, and of late 
the natives have begun to ride to some extent. ‘Two ex-cabinet 
officials of Korea now own bicycles. The streets of Séul are 
excellent; the country roads seem pretty bad at first, but when 
one becomes accustomed to riding the narrow footpaths upon 
the dykes, the whole country opens up as a field for cycling. 
There are no fences, and these paths run everywhere. American 
missionaries nearly all use bicycles in making their trips through 
the country. 

One of the great drawbacks to riding is the absence of repair 
shops, so that each rider has to carry a good line of supplies. 
Nearly all the wheels used in Korea are made in the United States. 
Japan comes next as an exporter to this country. Very few English 
or French bicycles are used. A German firm that has been handling 
American wheels without success, owing to the high price at 
which they were purchased, is about to introduce a German article. 

The duty on bicycles is 74 per cent. ad valorem. There are no 
differential duties favouring the manufacturers of any particular 
countries. The only wheel now in stock in Soiil is the Remington, 
which is kept at about 17/. 5s. A good wheel that could be sold 
for about 101. would create a demand for itself. No firms make a 
speciality of handling cycles. 

The great thing needed to popularise the bicycle in Korea is a 
repair shop where spokes can be cheaply and quickly replaced and 
similar matters attended to. In the meantime, manufacturers wish- 
ing to start an agency should see that supplies are to be had easily. 

The English language is best for this market, and export prices 
should be sent with catalogues. One firm has just done this, with 
the result that a local dealer has announced his intention of order- 
ing from that list and going into the bicycle business. 

Small local merchants usually buy for cash. 

It would appear that ladies’ wheels are the best adapted for 
use by the natives in Korea, as the men wear long skirts, which 
have “ be tied up around the waist when riding the ordinary man’s 
wheel. 
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XIII—PRODUCTION OF COAL IN BRITISH INDIA. 


From statistics received at the Board of Trade from the India 
Office, it appears that there were 145 coal mines in operation in 
British India in 1897, of which 128 were located in Bengal. The 
output from the Bengal mines was reported to amount to 3,142,497 
tons; 131,629 tons were raised from the Central Provinces collieries 
(Mohpani and Warora); 185,533 tons from the Assam collieries ; 
124,778 tons from Umaria (Central India); 92,792 tons from the 
Dandot and Bhaganwala collieries in the Punjab ; 365,550 tons 
from the Singareni colliery in the Nizam’s Territory ; 8,876 tons 
from the Khost and Sharigh mines in Baluchistan ; 11,472 tons in 
the Shwebo district in Burma. The annual output in all India 
has been as follows since 1893 :— 


Tons. 


The industry gives employment to some 60,000 persons, and 
the capital invested in it by joint-stock companies amounts to 
Rx. 1,027,935 (paid-up). There is also a large, but unknown, 
investment of capital by private mine owners and by the State. 
The value of the output in 1897, calculated at the local wholesale 
selling prices, may be estimated at Rx. 1,246,659, making an 
average value of Rs. 3:07 per ton, against Rx. 1,226,027 (Rs. 3°19 
per ton) in the preceding year. 

The imports of coal, coke, and patent fuel in 1897-98 amounted 
to 262,844 tons, valued at Rx. 538,284, the average value being 
Rs. 20°48 per ton, more than six times the value of Indian coal. 
In the preceding year the imports were 494,960 tons, valued at 
Rx. 979,022 (Rs. 19°78 per ton). 

The output of the mines in Bengal last year was 77 per cent. 
of the whole production, and that province receives but little 

- imported coal, Bombay and Sind taking most of the imports. The 
distribution of the imported coal is as follows in tons :— 


| 1893-94. | 1894-95. | 1895-96. | 1896-97. | 1897-98. 


Bombay and Sind _...| 461,912 | 696,063 | 607,723 | 385,826 | 186,888 
Burma ... ... «| 19,450 | 35,449 | 32,404 | 28,943 | 24,980 
Madras ... ...  ...{ 65,805 | 82,664 | 112,589 | 71,315 | 43,467 
9,138 9,280 8,876 7,509 


It will be seen from the figures appended that the increase 
in the trade has been rapid, and that the decline in the imports of 


50 THE PRODUCTION OF COAL IN BRITISH INDIA. [July 1898, 


English coal into Bombay was more than compensated by the 
increase in Indian coal sent thither from Bengal :—- 


Indian coal exported by sea from Bengal. 


To 
To To 
Years. Bombay and 
Madras. Burma. 
Tons. Tons. Tons. 
1893-94 85,439 57,996 98,884 
1894-95 ey ane 51,971 54,923 77,041 
1895-96 se as 161,791 32,942 147,729 
1896-97 290,038 146,342 96,710 
1897-98 nop me 543,461 203,232 169,788 


Bengal is also exporting considerable quantities by railway and 
river to other provinces and to Native States. 

Indian coal is also being exported in increasing quantity, 
though still on a small scale, to foreign countries (mainly to 
Colombo and Singapore), as will be seen from the following 
figures :— 


1893-94. | 1894-95 1895-96, | 1896-97. | 1897-98. 


Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. 

To Ceylon ak «| 28,145 47,920 49,166 93,635 105,039 
» Straits 14,792 5,277 26,344 14,532 85,347 
» Mauritius ... ...| 3,633 4,760 7,757 7,317 
», Other countries... 5,732 468 653 20,795 15,152 
Total Heit ---| 52,302 53,665 80,923 136,719 212,855 


Of the 15,152 tons sent to “other countries,” 8,094 tons were 
exported to Aden. 

The Indian railways consume it in large and increasing 
quantities, the consumption in 1897 being between 32 and 33 per 
cent. of the whole output of the mines. The quantity of im- 
ported coal burnt by them has fallen to a low point. 

The following table shows the average number of persons 
employed daily in the coal mining industry in India, in each 
year from 1893 to 1897 inclusive :— 


Years, Men. Women. Children. Total. 
1893 ... 26,256 8,829 2,594 37,679 
1894 ... ane aan ~ 30,539 9,740 2,918 43,197 
1895 ... 40,009 13,867 4,043 57,919 
1896 ... veh bee 7 44,195 14,616 3,040 61,958 
1897 ... web sy sou 41,850 15,102 2,897 59,859 
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XIV.—THE COALFIELDS OF THE UPPER ZAMBEZI. 


The British Vice-Consul at Chinde reports to the Foreign Office 
(Annual Series, 2106) :— 

The large and valuable coalfield on the Upper Zambezi, 
the existence of which has been suspected for many years 
by the Portuguese, really first came to be viewed with a 
serious interest quite a short time ago, when certain mineral 
rights over the country in which it lies were acquired by the 
Oceana Company, Limited, an undertaking possessing largeinterests 
in Central and South Central Africa. Steps were at once taken to 
ascertain if the coal was of sufficiently good quality to warrant 
any outlay of time or money on its development, and the result 
has been so satisfactory that consignments are now being brought 
to Chinde by almost all the steamers visiting Tete. The value of 
this discovery will be the more readily understood when it is 
explained that the cost of coal landed at Chinde from England is 
rarely less than 55s. to 60s. per ton; the cheapest is that from 
Natal, an article of quite inferior quality, which may be landed at 
a cost of 35s. to 40s. per ton. On the other hand, Zambezi coal, 
which is described as quite equal both in regard to the amount of 
heat which it gives and the smallness of the quantity of ash 
which it leaves to the best English coal, can at the present time 
be procured in Chinde at less than 30s. per ton. The company, 
whose mining rights extend over the coalfields in question, have 
formed, or are about to form, coaling stations for the use of 
steamers on the Zambezi at Banga, Bandar, Nkwazi, Singal, 
Mutarara, Lacedonia, Vicente, and Marameio; and on the Shire 
at Inhangwengwe, Pinda, Ntumba, and Chiromo and, as soon as 
the necessary arrangements can be made, similar stations will be 
established along the banks of the Upper Shire at intervals to the 
south end of Lake Nyasa. 

Up to the present time the fuel employed by steamers on the 
Zambezi and Shire has consisted almost entirely of wood, the only 
coal employed being imported for the use of Her Majesty’s gun- 
boats, in a compressed form. The price of the wood so employed, 
which was supplied at fixed wooding stations controlled by the 
‘Luabo Company, the Mozambique Company, and the Zambezia 
Company, was until recently 2s. per cubic yard, and much dis- 
satisfaction has been caused among transport companies whose 
steamers ply on these rivers (1) by the supply of wood in a more 
or less green or otherwise inferior condition, and (2) by a dis- 
position on the part of the companies supplying it to raise its 
already somewhat high price. It is now hoped that the steps 
taken by the Oceana Company will entirely remove from the 
hands of the suppliers of fuel under the old arrangement 
the power seriously to delay and hamper transport by supplying 
inferior wood, or by allowing the supplies at their respective 
stations to run out when most needed. 
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XV.—THE “ KAISER-WILHELM” CANAL IN 1897-98. 


According to official returns just published for the year ended 
8lst March, 1898, a continued increase is shown in the traffic of 
the “ Kaiser-Wilhelm Canal” as compared with that of the 
previous year.* ; 

The Acting British Consul-General at Hamburg reports to the 
Foreign Office that these returns show that the total number of ships 
traversing the canal and paying dues in 1897-98 amounted to 
23,108, their tonnage being 2,469,795 tons, as against 19,960 
vessels with 1,848,415 tons in 1896-97. Of these in 1897-98, 
9,396 were steamships whose tonnage measured 1,927,946, as 
compared with 8,287 steamers measuring 1,407,435 in 1896-97 ; 
13,712 were sailing vessels measuring together 541,849 tons, as 
against 11,673 vessels measuring 441,023 tons in 1896-97. The 
total number of ships traversing the entire length of the canal was 
10,849 measuring 2,133,516 tons, while the corresponding number 
in 1896-97 was 8,084 vessels measuring 1,542,577 tons. 

Comparing the above figures with those for the previous year a 
considerable increase of traffic will be seen for 1897-98, viz. :— 

Total number and tonnage of vessels using the canal :— 


Year. No. of Ships. Tonnage. 
1897-98 ... sale 23,108 2,469,798 
1896-97 ... 19,960 1,848,458 


Increase in 1897-98 3,148 621,840 


- The tonnage of steamships has increased considerably, the 
average now being 205°19 against 169°84 in the preceding year. 

Vessels traversing the entire length of the canal averaged 
348°60 against 339°79 in the preceding year. Sailing ships 
averaged 39°52 against 37°78 for the preceding year, and sailing 
vessels traversing the entire length of the canal: 59°70 against 
58-29 for the previous year ; the number of steamships of over 400 
tons was 1,727, measuring 1,153,363 tons as against 1,223 
measuring 804,413 tons in 1896-97. 

The following table shows the increase in 1897-98 as compared 
with the previous year :— 


- Canal 

Year. Steamships. Sailing Vessels. aes. 

No. Tons. No. Tons. Dues. 
9,396 1,927,946 13,712 541,849 | £66,800 
8,287 1,408,435 11,673 441,023 60,373 
Increase in 1897-98 1,109 620,511 2,039 | 100,826 | £16,427 


* For.a report on the Traffic of the Kaiser-Wilhelm Canal for the year ended 
3lst March, 1897, see “ Board of Trade Journal” for February, 1898, p. 159 ct seq. 
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The following table will show the vessels of different nation- 
alities passing through the canal. Next to the German flag in point 
of numbers rank Denmark, Sweden, and Holland; but it will be 
noticed that British ships, though only numbering 344, rank after 
Germany in point of tonnage. In 1896-97 British ships traversing 
the canal are said not to have exceeded 200 in number, thus show- 
ing an increase, in the present year, of 144 ships :— 


Percentage of 


No. of Ships. Tonnage. total net tonnage. 
Great Britain ... si 344 199,546 8:08 
Germany 20,807 1,711,549 69:30 
Denmark 867 182,222 7°38 
Sweden 747 149,630 6:06 
Norway 159 70,863 2°87 
Russia 137 62,810 2°54 
Netherlands ... a. 486 56,907 2°30 


A greater proportion of the traffic took the east to west route 
than west to east. 11,855 ships, measuring 1,355,975 tons, tra- 
versed the canal from east to west; while 11 253 ships, measuring 
1,118,820 tons, went from west to east. 

The following table will show the various ports used by the 
canal traffic and the numbers of ships and their tonnage. As will 
be seen, the ports of the Elbe rank first in point of ships and 
tonnage. 


Percentage of 

No. of Ships. Tonnage. entire tonnage. 
Ports of the Elbe ... 10,3837 1,020,633 20°66 

Dutch, Belgian, and 

Rhine ports ... © . 1,162 483,865 9°80 
German North Sea ports 2,059 326,458 6°61 
British ports... 759 311,457 631 
Other Western ports ... 233 182,575 


German Baltic ports ... 10,829 1,015,010 20°55 
Belgian and Finnish 1,188 602,863 12:20 
Swedish ports ... ‘ 1,474 367,846 7°45 
Danish ports... 2,034 268,398 5:43 
Norwegian ports sie 69 8,422 0°17 


14,174 vessels measuring 351,796 tons entered the canal ports 
and those of the Higher Eider, making 7°12 per cent. of the total 
net tonnage; 1,948 ships measuring 50,267 tons entered the ports 
of the Lower Eider, being 1-02 per cent. of the total net tonnage. 

As regards the German coasting trade, 16,462 ships made use of 
the canal; of these, 16,091 German vessels, 188 Dutch, 89 Danish, 
49 Swedish, 21 British, and 15 Norwegian, were included in the 
favoured tariff, 
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The following table shows the increase of traffic at the various 
ports, as compared with the previous year :— 


Tons. 
Dutch, Belgian, and Rhine 168,389 
Elbe ports... 164,572 
British ports .. one ane 118,922 
German North Sea ports 95,966 
Baltic Sea ports... 247,309 
Russian and Finnish ports . dias sae 182,756 
Danish ports .. 72,336 


As regards local iid inland traffic, the increase of traffic at the 
ports of the canal and the Higher Eider amounted to 15,946 tons, 
and at the ports of the Lower Eider to 7,542 tons. 

With regard to the nature of the cargoes which were transported 
through the canal in 1897-98, vessels measuring 783,704 tons 
were laden with piece goods ; 369,684 tons with wood ; 183,756 
tons with grain; 74,688 tons with stone; 68,662 tons with coal; 
32,477 tons with iron ; 32,142 tons with cattle. Ships measuring 
279, 078 tons carried ’ goods in bulk, and 120,815 tons carried 
mixed cargoes; 2,978 ships, with 79, 662 tons conveyed passengers. 

There has been a considerable increase in the receipts of the 
canal dues, which amounted to 61,971/.; tug-hire amounted to 
4,5171., together with other charges to 66,8001. The corresponding 
rates of the previous year amounted to 46,420/. canal dues, 3,645/. 
tug hire, making a total with other items of 50,065/., thus showing 
an increase in 1897-98 of 16,7351. 

In comparing these figures, it must however be noticed that 
from the lst September, 1896, the Elbe pilotage fees for the 
distance between Brunsbiittel and the North Sea are included in 
the canal dues and transferred to the Hamburg pilot authorities 
by the canal administration from the receipts of the canal; the 
receipts of the canal administration are thus reduced by the 
amount of the Elbe pilotage, the total of which in 1897-98 being 
3,300I., while in the months of September, 1896, to March, 1897, 
the total was only 1,030/., leaving an increase of 14,1581. in canal 
dues for 1897-98, 
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XVI.—REVISED TARIFF OF VALUES FOR BRITISH INDIA. 
(Concluded from the June number.) 


Previous| Revised 


icles, 
Names of article valuation.| valuation. 


No. in 
Tariff 
Schedule. 


OTHER UNMANUFACTURED 
ND MANUFACTURED.—contd. Rs. a. | Rs. a. p. 


65 | IvoRY AND IVORY-WARE (unmanufactured)— 

Elephants’ tusks (other than hollows, 
centres and points) each exceeding 20 
lbs, in weight, and hollows, centres and 
points each weighing 10 lbs, and over... _,, 800 0 | 750 0 0 

Elephants’ tusks (other than hollows, 
centres and points) not less than 10 Ibs. 
and not exceeding 20 lbs. each, and 
hollows, centres, and — each weigh- 


ing less than 10 lbs. 680 0. | 650 0 0 
Elephants’ tusks, each less than 10 Ibs. 
(other than hollows, centres and points) ,, 525 0 | 500 0 0 


81 | Pants, COLOURS, PAINTERS’ MATERIALS, 
and compositions for application to 
leather, wood, and metal— 


Ochre, other than European, all colours... _,, 1 8 1 4°0 
83. | PERFUMERY— 
Gowla, husked and unhusked 35 0 40 0 0 
Kapurkachri (zedoary, China)... 9-8 40:0 
Patch leaves (patchouli) ... see > tae 9 8 25.0 0 
85 | PircH, TAR AND DAMMER— 
Dammer ese 5 8 5 0 0 
Pitch, coal... 2 8 8:0 
Tar, coal 4 0 3 8 0 
94 | SEEDS— 
Castor ... 5 0 6 8 0 
Cummin ose eee 24 0 .0 
black 24 0 20 0 0 
Methi ... 4 8 5 8 0 
rape or sarson 6 0 
Quine pihiddna 60 0 76 0 0 
Sozira . * 24 0 28 9 0 
95 | SHELLS AND 
Cowries, bazar, common... aye 3 8 28 0 
Maldive... 8 0 5 8 0 
yellow, quality .. 4 0 5 8 0 
Tortoise-shell one 9 0 0 
nakh ... 4 0 6:8 
97 | SILK, AND ARTICLES MADE OF seca 
Raw Silk— 
Other kinds of China... 6 6 0-0 
Panjam ee... sve 2 0 &.9 
Siam 3 0 | 2 8 0 
ie from the "tasar or other wild 
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XVII.—TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS 
REGULATIONS. 


RwssIa. 


Free entry of Iron Ships. 


A despatch, dated 2nd June last, has been received at the Foreign 
Office from H.M. Ambassador at St. Petersburg, transmitting 
‘translation of a decision of the Council of the Empire, based on 
the recommendation of the Minister of Finances, as follows :— 

I.—As a temporary measure, to extend over 10 years, com- 
mencing from the Ist July, 1898, iron vessels destined for the 
navigation of external waters and brought i in a complete state from 
abroad shall not be subjected to customs duties. 

II.—The same privilege shall be enjoyed by steam yachts, 
dredgers, and suction machines for deepening harbours ; by ice 
breakers{specially intended for clearing ice in sea ports; by float- 
ing docks as also by all vessels acquired for navigation on the 
Danube under the Russian flag. 

II1I.—During the period above-mentioned, anchors, chains and 
wire ropes imported from abroad for the fitting out and rigging 
of sailing vessels shall be exempt from payment of customs duties. 

IV.—The Minister of Finances shall establish rules in reference 
to the free importation of the articles mentioned above. 

V.—The customs duties payable to the Crown on_ vessels 
specified in Articles I. and II., and acquired prior to the 1/13 July, 
1898, shall be remitted. 

VL.—From the 1 /13 July, 1898, the rules under which payments 
by instalments, at the desire of shipowners, of duty on vessels 
purchased by them abroad, shall be rescinded. 

VIl.—The following shall, from the. 1/13 July, 1898, be the 
rates of customs duty on iron vessels brought in a complete state 
from abroad for the navigation of rivers, lakes, and the Caspian ; 
as also on tugs, barges, and floating cranes destined for employment 
in sea-ports :-— 

(1) Vessels, without steam motors, per 

full ton of capacity 20 roubles, gold. 
(2) Steam vessels, in ‘addition to the 

duty per ton of capacity fixed in Article I. 

for vessels not adapted to steam, per 

square foot of boiler heating superficies... 3 ,, . 

VIII.—Customs duty on wooden river and sea-going vessels, 
brought from abroad in a complete state, shall from the same date 
be levied at the rates as under :— 

(1) Vessels, without appliances of steam, 

on each ton of full capacity si . 8roubles, gold. 
(2) Steam vessels, in addition to the 

tonnage duty fixed in Article I for those 

not adapted to steam, per each foot of 

boiler heating superficies ... 
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IX.—As regards the rates of duty specified in Article VIL, 
payable on iron vessels imported in parts, as also on articles 
forming the complement of such vessels and specified in Article IIL., 
the rates of duty fixed in Observations 1 and 2 of Section 175, 
ul the General Customs Tariff for European trade shall remain in 
orce. 

These rates are :— 

Observation I.—Iron vessels, with or without steam engines, 
= in parts pay duty under corresponding sections of the 
tariff. 

Observation II.—In the same manner are dutiable under corre- 
sponding sections of the Customs Tariff articles forming a vessel’s 
complement, excepting such as may be absolutely necessary for 
her proper and safe navigation and such as are permanently fixed 
to the hull. The immediate determination of the articles liable 
to duty, together with the vessel, shall depend on the Minister of 
Marine, and in the case of river and lake vessels, in accord with 
the Minister of Public Communications. 


Rates of Duty on Agricultural Machinery and Implements.” 


A despatch, dated 22nd June last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador at St. Petersburg relative 
to certain changes in the classification and rates of duty, under the 
Russian customs tariff, on agricultural machinery and implements, 
fertilising substances, and chemical products and preparations 
required for agricultural purposes as follows :— 

I. Section 71 of the General Customs Tariff for European Trade 
(vol. vi. of the code of laws, published 1892) shall be supplemented 
by the following observation :— 

Observation: Gluten (ermish), for the destruction of insects on 
trees, shall be cleared free of duty. 

II.—Sections 89, 103 point 1, and 108 point 2, of the same 
tariff, shall be as follows :— 

Section 89. Stassfurth salts (abrawm-salz) even if ground, 
chloride of potassium (kalium chloratwm), neutral sulphate of 
potassium (kalium sulfuric) duty free. ; 

Section 103. Saltpetre. 

Point 1. Chilian saltpetre (nitrate of soda) duty free. 

Section 108, point 2. Sulphuret of carbon (carboneum sulfur or 
alcohol sulfurus) duty free. 

III.—Section 104 of the same tariff, the words chloride of 
potassium and neutral sulphate of potassium shall be omitted. 

IV.—Section 112 of the same tariff shall be supplemented by 
the following (second) Observation :— 

Observation 2: Preparations employed for preventing and curing 
diseases of the vine and fruit trees, enumerated in a special list con- 
firmed by the Minister of Finances in conjunction with the 
Minister of Agriculture and Imperial Domains, shall be cleared 
free of duty. 
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V.—Section 133 of the same tariff shall be supplemented by the 
following observation :— 

Observation: Schweinfurt green (cuprum arsenicosum) shall be 
cleared free of duty. 

' VI.—Section 167, point 5, of the same tariff, shall be as 
follows :— 

Section 167, point 5.—Portable engines with threshers of a 
complicated system and steam ploughs. Duty, 50 copecks gold 
per poud. 

VII.—Section 167 of the same tariff shall be supplemented by 
the following additional point :— 

Section 167, point 6.—Reaping sheaf binding machines ; steam 
ploughs ; clover threshers of a complicated system with two drums ; 
steam threshers of a complicated system with beating drums not less 
than 4} feet in width and with joint pins not less than 40 inches in 
width; hay scatterers; horse rakes; grass seed sorters; sorters 
with spiral wire cylinders; potato sorters; machines for scattering 
manure in powdered state; crushers; bellows and injectors for 
vineyards and trees; grape crushers ; grape presses of continuous 
motion ; centrifugal cream separators with their parts; all newly 
invented and improved agricultural machines and implements 
intended for experimental stations and museums shall be cleared 
free of duty. 

VIII.—Section 167 of the same tariff shall be supplemented by 
the following (second) observation :— 

Observation II.—Reserve parts of agricultural machines and 
implements imported together with the latter, shall be cleared as 
follows :— 

(a) Machines and implements named in point 6 of 
section 167, duty free. 

(b) For all otheragricultural machines and implements, 
duty 50 copecks gold per poud. 

A list of the above-mentioned reserve parts, specifying the 
number of such for each machine and implement, and confirmed 
by the Minister of Finances in conjunction with the Minister of 
Agriculture and Imperial Domains, shall be published separately 
for general information. Any additions and alterations in the 
above list shall also be published in the same order. 

IX.—Section 190 of the same tariff shall be supplemented by 
the following (third) observation :— 

Observation III.—Twine (shpagat) of Manila hemp for sheaf 
binding purposes to the extent of 30 pouds for each sheaf binder, 
when imported with the same, shall be cleared free of duty. 

X.—Section 194 of the same tariff shall be supplemented by 
the following observation :— 
~ Observation: Cloth intended for sheaf binders and sorters shall 
be cleared free of duty. 

':XI.—The rules laid down in paragraphs I.—V. shall be brought 
into operation from the day of publication of this order, and those 
established in paragraphs VI.—X. from the 1st September, 1898. 

The above rules shall hold good until December 18th, 1903. 
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Free entry of Gold Mining Machihery. 


According to a despatch received at the Foreign Office from 
H.M. Ambassador at St. Petersburg, machinery and parts of the 
same for the requirements of Siberian and Ural gold mining may. 
now be imported across all the frontiers of the Russian Empire 
free of customs duties, for a period of ten years, i.e, up to the 1/13 
January 1909. 

The despatch adds that it is said that a proposal for a reduction 
in the rate of duty on agricultural machinery is still under the con- 
sideration of the Ministers, 


Tariff Classification. 


According to a despatch received at the Foreign Office from 
H.M. Ambassador at St. Petersburg, the following classification of 
goods under the Russian Customs Tariff has been notified by the 
‘Department of Customs :— 

Paper ribbons with detonating mixture on them (paper 
percussion caps for toy guns and pistols) shall be cleared under 
section 220 in the order prescribed in paragraph 612 of the 
Customs Code respecting the importation of explosive substances. 
Duty, 1 rouble 40 copecks, gold, per poud gross. 


BELGIUM. 
Customs Decision. 


A despatch, dated 11th June last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Minister at Brussels, forwarding copies 
of a law which received the royal assent on the 20th May, and 
_ Was published in the ‘‘ Moniteur Belge,” by which the manufacture 
of vinegar made from apples, pears, or native honey is exempted 
from all excise duties. 


GERMANY. 
Alterations in the Official List of the Customs Tariff. 
Note.—Kilog. = 2°204 lbs. avoirdupois: mark = 1s. 


A despatch, dated 6th June last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador at Berlin, transmitting 
memorandum relating to certain alterations made by the 
Bundesrath on the 26th May last in the list of goods of the 
Custom House Tariff, as follows :— 

The alterations made are almost entirely in the nature of 
explanations for defining more accurately the classification of 
goods where doubts had arisen and where different solutions were 
possible. 
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They appear to be almost all unimportant, and are chiefly for 
the guidance of Custom House officers. 

From enquiries made it seems that the changes will be of little 
interest to persons exporting to Germany from Great Britain, but 
those of any importance are mentioned below. 

. Three countries, Costa Rica, the Dominican Republic, and 
Uruguay fall out of the list of most favoured nations in conse- 
quence of the denunciations or expirations of treaties. On the 
other hand, three States are added, namely, Nicaragua, Orange 
Free State, and Tunis, which have made treaties with the German 
Empire. 

One entirely new article is inserted on the Customs list, namely, 
mantles for incandescent lights (Gliihstriimfe). 

The following is a full translation of this new addition :— 

(No. 12) (Glihstriimpfe) mantles for incandescent lights (glow 
substances for lighting purposes, steeped in solution of salts of 


certain metals, thorium, cerium, &c.) :— 
No. in Duty per 
Tariff. 100 kilos. 


Marks, 
Mantles, not burnt-out (same as cotton hosiery) 2d3 120* 
By “Treaty” tariff ... — 95T 


»; combined with parts of 
lamps out of non- 
precious metals ... 20c3 1206* 
burnt-out on — free 
combined with parts of 
lamps, to be treated as 
goods out of the com- 
ponent metals, in com- 
bination with other metals. 


NotEe.—The combination of asbestos mantles with an asbestos 
thread for hanging purposes, is not included above; nor * 
are burnt-out mantles, steeped in gelatine, collodium, 
gum, shellac, &c., for the purposes of transport, included. 


Several articles are now distinctly put on the duty-free list, such 
as “berberry juice (largely used in giving a gloss to leather), 
which formerly paid 4 marks per 100 kilos. (2s. 03d. per cwt.) 
under duty No. 25, p. 2; linseed, ground or otherwise made 
smaller; photographic apparatus and dry-plates belonging to it, 
when pertaining to travelling baggage; and maize-germ cakes 
and oil-cakes.” 

Other changes are made which involve a slight decrease of the 
duty in particular cases, such as—for certain book-binding stuffs, 
which now include within the 30 marks per 100 kilos. duty 
(15s. 3d. per cwt.) various articles formerly excluded, namely, 
those smooth unprinted stuffs, the thickness of which has been so 


* 120 marks per 100 kilos. 
tT 95 ” ” ” 


£3 1 per 
“264 4 
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increased by gum, or other materials, that they have become per- 
fectly opaque and let no light through. 

As regards flaschenziige (tackle), kloben (pulley blocks) with edge 
for chains, &c., are to be treated as parts of machines; but 
rollen (pulleys) for building, tackle, lifting, &c. are to be treated 
according to the material of which they are made. 

“The meaning of “ polished” for ironware is defined anew. 

Under “ saws,” only cylinder and circular saws are now treated 
as parts of machines. All other kinds are charged under duty No. 
6e. 2y.,and pay 15 marks per 100 kilos. (7s. 74d. per cwt.). Frame 
and ribbon saws are now included with the two first named, and 
will pay also as parts of machines. 


Tariff Decisions. 


The Bundesrath, in its session on the 20th of May last, decreed 
that wrought-iron pipes and socket pipes, covered with zinc 
(verzinkt) are to be included in the list 1 of the Annex “A” to 
the regulations for shipbuilding (Schiffbau-Regulatio) of July 17th, 
1889, 2.e., in the list of specially mentioned metal articles admitted 
free of duty when for shipbuilding purposes. 


Denaturalisation of Oils at the Custom House. 


A despatch, dated June 10th last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador at Berlin, transmitting 
translation of an extract from the Central Blatt, having reference 
to a decree of the Bundesrath as follows :— 

“The Bundesrath in its sitting on May 20th, decreed that Note 
4 to the article “ Oils,” on pages 315 to 316 of the official list of 
goods in the Custom House Tariff (Waarenverzeichnisszum Zolltarif) 
was to take the following new form :— 

“The denaturalisation of cotton-seed and castor oils is to be 
effected by the addition of 1 kilo. of turpentine oil, 100 grammes of 
oil of rosemary, 250 grammes of lavender, pink, bergamot, orange 
or lemon oil, 1 kilo. of ordinary strong smelling petroleum, 3 kilos 
of caustic lye of the specific gravity of 1:29, or 3 kilos. of lye of 
soda (natronlauge) of the specific gravity of 1:34 to 100 kilos., 
gross, of cotton-seed, tree, or castor oils. 

“That of earth-nut (arachis) oil, coming from most-favoured- 
nation States, is to be effected by the addition of 1 kilo. of concen- 
trated sulphuric acid or of 3 kilos. of lye of soda (natronlauge) of 
the specific gravity of 1:34, to 100 kilos., gross, of earth-nut oil. 

“The means of denaturalisation is by well. stirring and mixing 
with the oil. ‘The caustic lye is to be added hot. 

“The denaturalisation will, ordinarily, take place in the business 
offices of the person requesting it. 

“ By special permission, the denaturalisation can also be effected 
by other ingredients.” 
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Tariff Decision. 


According to a memorandum received at the Foreign Office from 
the Commercial Attaché to H.M. Embassy at Berlin, the Bundes- 
rath, at the request of certain manufacturers of wood furniture 
for a uniform treatment of wooden furniture in which “ xylonite ” 
is largely used, has decided that the duty of 200 marks per 100 
kilos as provided for in No. 20, b. 1, of the tariff, is the correct 
duty to be levied. 


Commercial Relations with the British Empire. 


The “ Reichsanzeiger,” of June 14th last, publishes the follow- 
ing notice :— 

“The Bundesrath has decided that by virtue of the Law of 11th 
May, 1898, concerning the commercial relations with the British 
Empire, there will be granted to the subjects and products of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, as also to those of 
the British colonies and foreign possessions, with the exception of 
Canada, all those advantages which are granted by the German 
Empire to the subjects and products of the most favoured nation. 
This treatment is to take effect from the 31st July of this year, and 
until further notice.” 


FRANCE.—Inpo-CHINA. 
Storage Rates in Customs Warehouses. 


The Foreign Office have received, through H.M. Consul at 
Saigon, a copy of a decree fixing the rates for storage of 
merchandise in the Custom Houses of Indo-China as follows :— 

. A storage rate (droit de magasinage) of 50 centimes per cubic 

poe per day, and a droit de garde of 50 centimes per cubic metre 
day. 

ppt me however, stored in the dock warehouses of Haiphong 

are subject to special rates, the management of which is in the 

hands of the Indo-Chinese Customs. 


SPAIN. 
Tariff Decisions. 


A despatch, dated 29th June last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador at Madrid to the effect that 
beaded lace (passementerie) will be assessed under No. 3638 of the 
Customs Tariff, whether or not it has embroideries of silk gauze or 
other like material in the design, even if the gauze covers the 
whole lace, so long as it is only embroidery. 
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SWITZERLAND. 
Temporary Free Entry of Bicycles. 


Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received 
from H.M. Minister at Berne, a circular, issued by the Director- 
General of the Swiss Customs, with reference to the entry of bicycles 
into Switzerland. The circular states that the Swiss Customs 
have decided to grant free entry and withdrawal of bicycles 
belonging to members of clubs who accept the conditions set 
forth in the circular, on presentation of a “carte de légitimation ” 
describing the bicycle and containing the photograph of the 
owner, his signature, and full particulars respecting him. The 
circular in the original may be seen at the Commercial 
Department of the Board of Trade, 7, Whitehall Gardens, any day 
between the hours of 11 and 5. 


UnitTep States. 
Customs Decisions. 
Note: Dollar=100 cents=4s. 2d. 


The foilowing decisions relating to the classification of articles 
in the Customs Tariff and the application of the customs laws of 
the United States have recently been given by the authorities in 
that country. 

Measuring tapes, of which flax is the material of chief value, are 
dutiable at the rate of 35 per cent. ad valorem, under paragraph 
334, Act of 1883, as manufactures of which flax is the component 
material of chief value. 

So-called dead oil or tar oil, which is not known commercially 
or scientifically as distilled oil, is entitled to free entry as a pre- 
paration of coal tar under paragraph 443, Act of 1894. 

Carbolineum or tar oil, is free of duty as a product of coal tar 
under paragraph 443, Act of 1894. 

All Indigo is to be admitted free of duty, whether derived from 
Bengal plants or coal-tar products. 

Bitter oranges, peeled and sliced and put up in tins in their own 
juice, are liable to duty at 1 cent. per pound and 35 per cent. 
ad valorem under paragraph 263, Act of 1897. 

Sealskins taken by Indians in Alaskan waters and imported 
into the United States are liable to seizure and destruction, unless 
the evidence prescribed in the Department’s circular of December 
30th, 1897, to show that they are not pelagic skins shall be 
furnished. 

Inthographic prints which have been printed more than twenty 
years are not free of duty under paragraph 501, Act of 1897, but 
are dutiable under paragraph 400 of the same Act. 

Ores containing less than 10 per cent. of iron and from 40 to 50 


c2 
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per cent. of manganese, or over, are commercially known as 
manganese ores, and free of duty. 

Diamond black is dutiable at 30 per cent. ad valorem under 
paragraph 15, Act of 1897, as a coal-tar colour. 

Sea Stores or Ship Stores.—Where a foreign vessel which has 
sustained damage in the waters of the United States by grounding 
subsequently arrives safely at her port of destination in the United 
States, with her cargo on board, and is afterwards condemned as 
unseaworthy by reason of such damage, such vessel cannot be 
regarded as “ wrecked” within the meaning of article 368 of the 
Customs Regulations of 1892, so as to entitle such vessel’s “ ship’s 
stores ” to free entry. 

So-called modelling clay, described as “ cirine ” or “ plastilina,” 
composed of fine clay and oil or glycerine, is dutiable as an 
unenumerated manufactured article at the rate of 20 per cent. 
ad valorem under section 6, Act of 1897. 

Reeds wrought or manufactured from rattans or reeds, are liable 
to duty at 10 per cent. ad valorem under paragraph 206, Act of 
July 24, 1897. 

Dulcin is assessed for duty as saccharin under paragraph 211, 
Act of 1897. 

Olives, in 1 and 2-gallon tins, are dutiable at 25 cents. per 
gallon under paragraph 264, Act of 1897. 

Sportman’s gun in a case is not “usual and reasonable furniture,” 
or similar thereto, within the meaning of paragraph 504, Act of 
1897, and, therefore, not entitled to free entry as a household effect. 

Ground sulphide of antimony ore is free under paragraph 476, 
Act of 1897. The mere rough grinding of the ore, for convenience 
of transportaticn, is no bar to free importation under the said 
paragraph. 

India rubber milled into so-called buttons and strips, is entitled 
to free entry under paragraph 579, Act of 1897, as crude rubber, 
the process of milling, 7.e., cutting into pieces and passing through 
spring rollers for the purpose of expelling the water, &c., not being 
a process of manufacture within the meaning of the tariff laws. 

Tools of trade of foreign origin taken abroad by residents of the 
United States are dutiable on re-importation. 

Residents of the United States returning from abroad include 
all persons leaving the United States and making a journey 
abroad, and, during their absence having no fixed place of abode. 
All others are classed as immigrants. 

Professional books and bicycles are classed as personal effects. 

Guns, cameras, &c., are not personal effects. 

Personal effects taken abroad are free on re-importation, whether 
of foreign or domestic origin, but must be of the character 
described in paragraph 697. 


Disposition of Abandoned Imported Merchandise. 
The Foreign Office have received, through H.M. Ambassador at 
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Washington, copy of an Act of Congress, approved May 17th last, 
as follows :— 

“ No allowance for damage to goods, wares, and merchandise 
imported into the United States shall hereafter be made in the 
estimation and liquidation of duties thereon; but the importer 
thereof may, within ten days after entry, abandon to the United 
States all or any portion of goods, wares, and merchandise included 
in any invoice, and be relieved from the payment of the duties on 
the portion so abandoned: Provided, That the portion so abandoned 
shall amount to ten per centum or over of the total value or 
. quantity of the invoice ; and the property so abandoned shall be 
sold by public auction or otherwise disposed of for the account and 
credit of the United States under such regulations as the Secretary 
of the Treasury may prescribe. All merchandise so abandoned by 
the importer thereof shall be delivered by such importer at such 
place within the port of arrival as the chief officer of customs may 
direct, and on the failure of the importer to comply with the 
directions of the collector in this respect the abandoned merchandise 
shall be disposed of by the collector at the expense of such 
importer.” 

‘Hereafter, whenever notice of abandonment shall be duly filed 
by any importer, the collector or other chief officer of the customs 
shall direct him to deliver the merchandise at a designated place, 
where it may be conveniently disposed of. In case of the refusal 
or neglect of the importer to comply promptly with such direction, 
the collector shall dispose of the merchandise in such manner as 
shall seem to him expedient under the law, and the importer will 
be required to pay all expenses involved in such proceeding. 


War Revenue Law of 1898. 


A despatch, dated 14th June last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador at Washington, transmitting 
copy of the War Revenue Law which has received the approval of 
the President. 

The Law provides for the raising of special revenue by the 
imposition of various excise, consumption, licensing and other 
internal taxes, and also an import duty of 10 cents (5d.) per lb. on 
_ all tea imported from foreign countries. 

The tax on foreign insurance agents has been struck out, and 
the tonnage tax does not reappear. 


Stamp Tax on Custom House Entries. 

The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office, 
copies of a circular of the Treasury Department of the United 
States, regulating the Stamp Tax imposed on entries at Custom 
Houses by the Act of June 13, 1898. 

The above may be seen on application at the Commercial 
Department of the Board of Trade, 7, Whitehall Gardens, S.W., 
any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
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San Dominco. 
Increase of Import Duties. 

A new law, of which the following translation has appeared in 
“American Trade,” will increase the import duties of San Domingo 
10 per cent. 

Article 1.—That there be created a surtax of 10 per cent. on the 
customs dues existing at present, destined exclusively for the 

tee and payment of the obligations contracted by the 
Serasent with the internal commerce of the Republic, in con- 
nection with the operations which are being carried on in the 
conversion of the foreign debit denominated “consolidated gold 
bonds, 4 per cent. 1893” and the “ French-American reclamation 
consols, 1895.” 

Article 2.—The time during which the surtax decreed in the 
foregoing article shall be applied shall be left to the discretion of 
the Executive, and regulated as may be deemed advisable. 

§ This provision was to come into effect on the 1st of April of the 
current year. 


SIAM. 
Abolition of Transit Dues. 
The “ Bangkok Times” states that H.M. the King of Siam has 
decreed the abolition of the transit dues on twenty-nine classes 


of articles which, with one or two exceptions, are necessaries of 
life. The abolition was to take place from July 1, 1898. 


CanaDA. 
Rebate on certain Articles from the United Kingdom. 


A communication has been received at the Board of Trade from 
the High Commissioner for Canada, stating that the rebate of 
25 per cent. off the duties on certain articles, the growth, produce, 
or manufacture of the United Kingdom imported into Canada was 
to come into operation on July 1st and not on August 1st next, as 
has been stated. The reduction will apply also to similar imports 
from the foreign countries entitled to the reciprocal tariff under 
most-favoured-nation treaties, from July Ist to July 31st. On 
and after August Ist, however, the rebate will be confined 
to goods, the growth, produce, or manufacture of the United 
Kingdom, and of the British colonies and possessions entitled to 
the benefits of the Preferential Tariff. 


TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO. 
Harbour Dues. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of Ordinance No. 7 of 
1898 of the Government of Trinidad and Tobago. By this 


| i 
| 
| 
| 
| 
} 
| 
q 
| 
| 


July 1898.] TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 67 


ordinance, from and after the first day of July, 1898, the following 
Harbour Improvement dues shall be levied and paid on the cargo 
landed at or shipped from any port or place in the colony of 
Trinidad and Tobago, that is to say :— 

Ships over sixty tons register (British measurement) to pay 
4d. per ton, to be computed on the weight or measure- 
ment of goods landed, transhipped, or shipped, as 
shown by the bills of lading, or otherwise, to the 
satisfaction of the Collector of Customs. 

Provided that every ship entering any harbour in the colony 
shall pay a minimum due of 10s. if of 60 tons register or over. 

Such ships arriving in ballast to load shall be charged at the 
rates hereby prescribed on the cargo shipped. 

Provided also that ships not exceeding 10 tons shall be free 
from payment of such dues. 


Ships of over 10 tons and not exceeding 60 tons shall pay a 


commuted fee in respect of both the inward and outward cargo at 
the time of entry, according to the following scale :— 
Ships 10 tons and not exceeding 20 tons burden to pay 6s. 
Ships over 20 and not exceeding 30 tons burden to pay 8s. 
Ships over 30 and not exceeding 40 tons to pay 10s. 
Ships over 40 and not exceeding 50 tons to pay 12s. 
Ships over 50 and not exceeding 60 tons to pay 16s. 


Exemption from Duty. 

By Ordinance No. 9 of 1898 of the Government of Trinidad and 
Tobago, cocoanuts, copra, and vanilla, as also all printed papers, 
maps, charts, and newspapers are added to the list of articles 
which may be imported into the colony free of duty. 


New SovtH WALEs. 
Pilotage Rates. 
The following table of pilotage rates leviable in New South 


Wales is taken from the “Sydney Trade Review,” for April 30th 


last :-— 
8. 
(a)—Upon every ship on arrival or departure in ballast -. perfon 0 0 1 
(+)—Upon every ship arriving for the purpose of refitting, 
docking, obtaining coal to be mes in the ~~ on her 
On her departure afterwards -- perton 0 0 2 


(c)—Upon every ship compelled to enter. aay port or place 
through stress of weather, for repairs, to receive orders, 
to take in provisions, or in distress ; on her arrival or 
departure ose -. perton 0 0 1 
(a, b and and Light Bites not chargeable. 


(4)—Upon every ship on her arrival or departure under other 


circumstances than those enumerated above . «. perton 0 0 
The minimum rate of Pilotage for ~ Ports of ae 

and Newcastle... 210 
Other Ports in New South Wales on ees oon 1 5 
The maximum rate for Pilotage ‘ve see 20 0 


(d)—Harbour and Light Rates,—A rate of 4d, per ton. 
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XVIII.—EXTRACTS FROM DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR 
REPORTS. 


ForEIGN SalLors BritisH SuHIps. 


The following remarks on the increasing employment of foreign 
sailors on British vessels, are taken from the report of H.M. Consul 
at Dunkirk (Foreign Office Annual Series, 2092). 

“The constantly increasing employment of foreigners is partly 
owing to the captains and partly to the union. The union 
increases the employment of foreigners by forcing up wages and 
by injudicious strikes. Most of the steamers which paid off at 
Dunkirk in 1897 did so owing to shipowners being able to procure 
seamen and firemen at from 10s. to 15s. per month less wages 
than had to be paid in Cardiff, and the result was that in some 
instances British crews were displaced by entire crews of foreigners. 
By the term crew I do not mean officers. ' 

“But those captains who prefer to ship foreigners should care- 
fully consider whether they are not undermining their own 
position in the mercantile marine. Lately a large vessel was here 
on which the only British-born subject was the boatswain. Many 
of the best of the young foreign sailors join our vessels to learn 
English, and seeing their opportunities, work hard and obtain 
British certificates, with the result that they oust the British ship 
master from his own ship. Probably owners also find them less 


- independent than British-born captains and willing to take less 


wages. 

e As a remedy for the abuses of the shipping-master system on 
the Continent, why should not the shipping federation or the 
sailors’ union take the matter in hand, and ;send thoroughly trust- 
worthy men to do the business, who should be authorised to charge 
no more than 2s. for each seaman shipped—half to be paid by the 
shipowner and half by the seaman. A good work could undoubtedly 
be done in this way, and one which should be of considerable 
advantage both to seamen and shipowners. 

“The shipping of seamen is perfectly free at this Consulate, the 
only rule being that no shipping master shall be allowed inside the 
Consulate with the captain if he is known to charge more than 5 fr. 
to the sailor for shipping. Notwithstanding this rule a sailor 
complained recently that an advance note for 2/. 10s., handed to 
him at the Consulate, had been taken from him by the shipping 
master, and one signed by himself for 2/. substituted, thus charging 
the seaman 10s. for shipping. An exorbitant charge of this kind 
I endeavour to remedy by giving instructions for the shipping 
master not to be allowed inside the street door of the Consular 
entrance. Of course he can still bring men up to the door and 

them in by the captain, but I believe the fact of his being 
Kept outside will have an important effect_on his business, and act 
as a serious warning to others.” 
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SusPENSION OF WoRrKS ON THE MIKHAILOVO-BaTouM PrpE-LineE. 


A report, dated 27th May last, has been received at the Foreign 
Office from H.M. Consul at Batoum, stating that the newspaper 
“Caspi,” of the 12/24th of that month, contained a paragraph to the 
effect that the Manager of the Trans-Caucasian Railway had issued a 
public notification that for reasons beyond the control of the 
administration of the line, all negotiations for contracts in con- 
nection with the work of laying the Mikhailovo-Batoum Petroleum 
Pipe-Line had been suspended till further notice. 

The newspaper says that the reason for this is to be found in 
the fact that on the completion of the Baku-Petrovsk Railway all 
goods from Baku, destined for the interior of Russia will be sent 
over that line, and consequently the Trans-Caucasian Railway 
being deprived of that traffic, will be in a position to transport 
larger quantities of kerosene. 


COMMERCIAL TRAVELLERS IN Norway. 


H.M. Consul-General at Christiania reports that, on January 
Ist, 1897, the law passed by the Storthing the previous year came 
into force, requiring foreign commercial travellers visiting Norway 
to take out a licence costing 100 kr. (about 5/. 11s.). The sum which 
it was estimated that this tax would yield for 1897 was 2,7631., but 
this estimate fell short by just about half, for the actual sum 
which the State obtained was 5,4381., or a little over. 

Now when it is realised that each commercial traveller has to 
pay 51. 11s. for every calendar month he transacts business in 
Norway, the number of months of business done by foreigners in 
1897 was to be roughly computed at 950, allowing a certain sum 
for fines. Of these, about 650 took out licences at Christiania, 
64 at Bergen, and 46 at Trondhjem. It is, however, evident that 
many foreign commercial travellers from other Norwegian towns 
went on to Christiania, as—taking British and German travellers 
alone—990 licences were taken or presented for use in Christiania 
in 1897. Of these 129 were for British firms, while 861 were for 
German and Austrian firms. 

The Consul-General goes on to say: “It is, of course, not to be 
denied that as licences are available only for each calendar month, 
the number of travellers may not have been quite so large as the 
above figures indicate. But the proportion between them remains 
about the same, and it is very clear that the Germans found it 
worth their while to do business here, and practically occupied the 
field in comparison with the British. The fact is this, that the 
Germans send their own travellers with samples to make enquiries 
on the spot and explain their prices, measurements, and the quality 
of their goods, while British firms seem contented for the most part 
to do their business by post. But it hardly needs pointing out 
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that Norwegians, or for that matter any other foreigner, would 
rather do business with men who are by their side, to explain and 
push matters, than enter into correspondence with firms in the 
United Kingdom about patterns and goods they have never seen, 
or if seen don’t understand, or trouble to understand the par- 
ticulars which are on paper. Moreover, with the best will in the 
world, a Consul finds a difficulty in giving the names of Norwegian 
firms specially suited to the requirements of British enquirers, as 
to do so calls for a knowledge of technicalities which only those 
versed in the trade in question possess. It is possible that an 
alteration may during the course of this year be made in the period 
for which the licences are available. It is under consideration to 
alter the period of one calendar month to a period of a month from 
the date of taking out the licence to the corresponding date in the 
following month. If this expectation is fulfilled, travellers will be 
saved no little expense when arriving at the latter half of one 
month and desirous of extending their stay for business into the 
commencement of the next, because instead of, as at present, 


paying for the two calendar months, they will only have to pay for 


one, thus saving over £5.”—(Foreign Office Annual Series, 2119.) 


THE GELLIVARA-OFOTEN RaILway. 


With references to previous notices of the Gellivara-Ofoten Rail- 
way in the May and June numbers of the “Board of Trade 
Journal,” a despatch, dated 13th June, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Her Majesty’s Secretary of Legation at Stock- 
holm, transmitting translation of an article published in the 
“Dagens Nyheter,” in which it is stated that since Sweden 
resolved to prolong the Gellivara Railway to. the Norwegian 
frontier, attention has been drawn both in Finland and in Norway 
to the importance as regards freight, of a line of railway 
from Petersburg via Uleaborg, Hassaranda, Bodan, Gellivara, and 


_thence over the Norwegian frontier to Ofoten. 


In Finland, where a vote of credit has already been made for the 
prolongation of the Uleaborg Railway to Tornea, they are now 
considering the construction of a line of railway from Uleaborg to 
Kajana, to join the railway to Petersburg. 

The question of freight for the chief articles of export between 
Norway and Russia has therefore been taken into consideration, 
from which it appears that by a railway route such as that above 
described cheaper freight could be obtained for fish, worked stone, 
iron, machinery, butter and groceries, while only wheat and flour 
get better freight by sea. 

The question of the ice in the Baltic, which for so many months 
of the year makes navigation dangerous and increases the insur- 
ance, must likewise be taken into consideration. Therefore, during 
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the winter months at least, one may look forward to a considerable 
traffic over the Naerbotten Railway. 

The distance from Ofoten to Hassaranda is 354 miles, and 
thence to Petersburg 579 miles. 

A further report, dated 17th June last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Consul-General at Christiania, on the 
subject of the projected Ofoten Railway, stating that upon the 
15th June the Bill, which had previously been recommended to 
the Storthing by the Railway Committee, was unanimously passed. 

The change in public opinion in favour of constructing the 
Ofoten Railway is very remarkable. 

Not very long since, fears were entertained that the Bill would 
not pass, but yet, as above stated, it has done so unanimously in 
the Storthing, and the newspapers are now proclaiming the 
advantages which it will have for a traffic between Norway, 
Sweden, Finland, and Russia. 

A report has also been received at the Foreign Office from H.M. 
Consul-General at Christiana, transmitting the following additional 
information, which has appeared in “ Dagbladet,” one of the 
newspapers in Norway. 

In various quarters the fear has been expressed that foreigners 
will acquire property in Ofoten and colonise the district as soon as 
it has been decided that the Norwegian portion of the railway 
shall be completed. This fear certain of the leading inhabitants 
of those parts (Nordland) have, it is stated, resolved to take 
measures to counteract. 

It is reported further, that well-to-do business men have formed 
a company which has bought up all the considerable waterfalls, 
clayfields, and a property near Victoriahavn suitable for building 
purposes. 

This company propose establishing immediately a manufactory 
for making bricks, and an engineer has proceeded thither to 
estimate the water power and make plans for the construction of 
the above and other works. 

The same journal comments that delay in the construction of 
the projected railway will have a highly detrimental influence on 
the undertakings in question. 


Export or [ron OrE FROM LULEA. 


A report, dated 22nd June last, has been received at the Foreign 
Office from H.M. Consul at Stockholm, transmitting a memo- 
randum showing the amount of Gellivara iron ore exported from. 
Lulea in the period January Ist to June 18th, 1898. Most of 
the ore up to the present time seems to have been taken by 
Germany and Holland, only one cargo going to England. The ore 
discharged at the Dutch ports is mostly freighted on to the 
manufacturing towns of Germany. 
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Export of Iron Ore from Lulea, January 1st to June 18th, 1898. 


To Tons. 

Rotterdam in 7 steamers... 17,500 
Middlesbrough ,, ,, 2,000 
Other places ,, 7,150 


Gun Provine at LIEGE. 


With reference to a note on p. 714 of the “Board of Trade 
Journal ” for November, 1897, a despatch, dated 6th June last, has 
been received at the Foreign Office from H.M. Minister at Brussels 
transmitting copies of a Royal Decree, dated the 18th May and 
published in the “ Moniteur Belge” of June 5th last, completing 
the scope of the Decree of October 30th, 1897, by the addition of 
a tabular list of the maximum charges for sporting guns which 
have been submitted to the special tests. 

The above may be seen in the original at the Commercial 
Department of the Board of Trade, 7, Whitehall Gardens, S.W., 
any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p-m. 


PETROLEUM COMPANIES IN THE DutcH East INDIEs. 


With reference to a note on p. 583 of the “Board of Trade 
Journal” for May last, a despatch, dated June 7th, has been 
received from H.M. Consul at Amsterdam on the question of the 
attempt made by the Standard Oil Company of America to obtain 
a footing in the petroleum districts of Netherlands India. 

After the direct interference of the Dutch Colonial Minister in 
the negotiation between the Moeara Enim Company and the 
Standard Oil Company, with the categorical declaration on the 
part of the Minister, that no concession would be granted to a 
company under the control of the American monopoly, the question 
naturally at once arose as to the means of preventing the acquire- 
ment of such a control over the already existing ‘‘ Netherland 
Petroleum Company for the Exploitation of Petroleum Wells in 
Netherlands India,” a concern which is already in possession of a 
definite concession from the Colonial Government. 

The direction of the latter company brought forward a scheme 
of great boldness of conception, the object of which was to shut 
out, if possible permanently, any and all foreign influence in their 
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concerns. Preference shares to the amount of 110,000/. were to 
be created, the dividend on which was to be limited under certain 
conditions to 4 per cent. The holders of these shares were to be 
practically nominees of the direction, and steps were to be taken 
to ensure the possession of such shares permanently to Dutch 
hands. In these preference shareholders was to be practically 
vested the entire management of the Company’s affairs, and the 
articles of association were to be revised to this end. 

A general meeting of the company was to have been held early 
in May with the object of voting on this proposal, by which the 
outside body of sharzholders were practically to abdicate the 
greater part of their rights of management in favour of a select 
number of preference shareholders named by the present direction. 
The attendance at this meeting, however, was not sufficiently large 
to enable the proposal to be legally noted, and a new meeting was 
fixed for the 4th June. 

In the meantime the proposals of the direction were discussed 
fully, naturally with both approval and disapproval. At the 
meeting of the 4th June last, however, the vote in their favour 
was an overwhelming one, and unless it can be reversed by legal 
proceedings, which are threatened by some among the opposing 
party, the unprecedented will have happened, that a large body 
of shareholders in a very important and powerful company will 
have preferred to renounce their own rights of control and 
management rather than to risk the capture of thvir property by a 
foreign monopoly. 


GENERAL CONDITION ON HamBurG TRADE IN 1897. 


H. M. Consul-General at Hamburg reports that, from an 
economical point of view, the year 1897 is considered to have been 
a favourable one for all parts of Germany, and accordingly also for 
Hamburg, the prominent emporium of the trade and shipping of 
this empire. 

That the increase which took place in last year’s commercial 
traffic throughout Germany, as compared with that during 1896, 
must have been considerable, is proved by the fact that the annual 
receipts of the German railways in 1897 are stated to have exceeded 
those for the preceding year by more than 2,000,000/., and the 

neral increase in business transactions last year is illustrated by 
the fact, that the yield of the German tax on bills of exchange for 
1897 shows an excess of about 22,700/. over the receipts obtained 
from this tax in the year 1896. 

But whilst a further development is observable in the 
extent of last year’s trade at Hamburg in most directions, and the 
total volume of the import and export trade of that port 
has been considerably greater than in 1896, it must also 
be noted, that business with numerous Transatlantic countries was 
prejudicially affected by various adverse events, and suffered 
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accordingly. It is indeed surprising that under these circumstances 
and in view particularly also of the difficulties encountered in many 
of the countries last-mentioned in obtaining payment for goods 
delivered, such a large amount of trade should have been done. It 
is, however, the general opinion amongst merchants in Hamburg, 
that upon the whole the profits realised by last year’s business 
transactions were certainly lower than the year before. 

Whilst, as stated, German trade in 1897 in most of its branches 
was animated, it was rather the various branches of manufacturing 
industry in the country which enjoyed an exceptionally prosperous 
year, and it may be added that most industrial establishments in 
and around Hamburg shared in these favourable results. 

In spite of the unfavourable conditions of last year’s export 
business to many non-European countries, the shipping trade of 
Hamburg in 1897, both as regarded the tonnage and number of 

ea-going ships, experienced a further considerable increase, due, 
doubtless, to some extent also to the fact that the transit and 
forwarding business is annually becoming a more important 
commercial feature of the port. 

The returns of British trade with Hamburg for last year show 
an increase in its volume, which, however, as regards imports 
from the United Kingdom, was due mainly to largely increased 
importations of coal. The increase in the volume of the exports 
to Great Britain was only slight, whilst there was a falling-off in 
their value. 

. It is satisfactory to be able to report that the share taken by 
the British flag in the shipping trade of Hamburg in 1897, was 
greater than it ever has been before.—(Foreign Office Annual 
Series, 2104.) 


SHIPBUILDING IN NoRTH GERMANY. 


H.M. Consul-General at Hamburg reports that, with regard to 
shipbuilding, and to the various other branches of industry directly 
and indirectly connected with it, these are all at present in a 
flourishing condition. The total number of workmen employed in 
the Hamburg building yards last year is estimated at about 5,000 ; 
and the total tonnage built at Hamburg, both for Hamburg and for 
outside account, at nearly 50,000 tons. It may be mentioned here 
that in 1896 the percentage of Hamburg-built vessels among the 
total tonnage owned at that port was 31:3 per cent. for steamers, 
and 30°4 per cent. for sailing vessels; but this percentage has 
doubtless experienced a considerable increase in 1897. 

There can be no doubt that the great strides made by ship- 
building in North Germany of late yeurs have to a very great 
extent been due to the remarkable development which has taken 
place in the shipowning interest in the Elbe and Weser ports; 
and, that in consequence of the increasing facilities afforded by 
the progress and growth of the German iron industry, as well as 
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by the reduction in the German railway rates for shipbuilding 
material, shipbuilding in Germany is rapidly emancipating itself 
from the necessity of having to import its materials from foreign 
countries, in particular from Great Britain. It is thought 
that the completion of the Dortmund-Ems Canal, which connects 
the Westphalian coal and iron districts with the sea will, by pro- 
viding still cheaper means of transport for these products, be of 
equal benefit to German shipping and shipbuilding. 

The progress made during the past 15 years in the extent of 
shipbuilding in the German North Sea ports, and also—though 
in a far inferior extent—in the German Baltic ports, may be 
estimated to a certain degree from the fact that the number of 
persons employed in the building yards of the North Sea and 
Baltic Coasts of Germany in 1896 was 35,386, against only 
22,524 persons in 1882. It will be seen from the following 
figures, that this increase has been chiefly due to the extension of 
_the larger shipbuilding yards, viz. :— 


Number of Persons employed in— 
Year. Yards employing a| Yards employing 
maximum of more than 50 
50 persons. persons, 
1862: ... 5,072 17,452 
1896. se 5,631 29,705 
Per cent. Per cent. 
Increase... 70°2 


The aggregate amount of horse-power employed in all of the 
German building yards (without counting electrical power, now 
being more and more used) is stated to have increased during 
the same period from 1,121 to 8,556.—(Foreign Office Annual 
Series, 2104.) 


GERMAN TRADING COMPANY FOR SIBERIA. 


Under the name of “German Siberian Company for trade and 
navigation,” a company is stated to have been formed here recently 
by German capitalists, manufacturers, and merchants, at Hamburg, 
for the purpose of creating and promoting a regular trade between 
Germany and Siberia by way of the Rivers Obi and Yenissei. 
It is also reported that this company intends to develop 
commercial relations between Germany and the Amoor River 
district; and that it further proposes to establish commercial 
agencies at Moscow, Tjumen, and Yenesseisk, where collections of 
samples of such goods are to be kept for inspection as appear best 
adapted for exchange with the raw products of Siberia.—(Foreign 
Office Annual Series, 2104). 
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MACHINERY EXHIBITION aT MUNICH. 


A despatch, dated June 20th last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Chargé d’Affaires at Munich, forwarding 
copy of official catalogue of the exhibition of machinery and 
driving engines at Munich, which is to remain open until 10th 
October next. 

The catalogue, which may be of interest to English manu- 
facturers, as it gives the names and addresses of all the exhibitors, 
as well as a description of the principal exhibits, may be seen in 
the original at the Commercial Department of the Board of Trade, 
7, Whitehall-gardens, 8.W., any day between the hours of 11 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. 

It is proposed to hold an exhibition of articles connected with 
music in the same building next year. 


TRADE OF GERMAN East Arnica IN 1897. 


A despatch, dated 17th June last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Chargé d’Affaires at Berlin, enclosing 
copies of statement published in the Kolonialblatt showing the 
value of the import and export trade of the German East African 
Protectorate in 1897. 


Trade of German Last Africa in 1897. 


ly, 
| 
Rs. Rs. 
Great Britain... 571,873 55,946 
Belgium and Holland ... 395,721 
Other countries ... 747,949 148,363 
Total Rs. ... 6,840,731 3,736,195 


GERMAN COLONISATION SCHEME IN SOUTHERN BRAZIL. 


A memorandum by the Commercial Attaché to H.M. Embassy 
at Berlin has been received at the Foreign Office, which states 
that, according to the “ Borsen Courier” of the 15th June, a 
Company is to be formed in Hamburg to purchase from a Mr. 
Schiiler, in Rio Grande do Sul, Brazil, concessions that he has 
obtained there for a railway and for lands. The object is to 
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acquire these concessions and to work them in the interests of 
Ferman immigration there and for the benefit of the German 
wlonists already out there, of whom there are about 200,000 at 
the present time. 

The proposed railway is to run from Tupaceretan, through Sao 
Luiz Itaguy and Sao Luiz S. Angelo, Palmara, Nouchay, Alfredo, 
Chares, to Caxas. 

Tae capital of the Company will probably be £100,000 (two 
million marks), and will probably be later raised to £500,000 
ten million marks). Of the first £100,000, one half is to be paid 

own in cash on allotment of shares. 

The iands to be colonised have an extent of 1,645,000 hectares, 
which are to be sold in lots of 25 hectares. 


ProposEpD NEw GERMAN CANAL. 


A report, dated 20th June last, has been received at the Foreign 
Office from the Acting British Consul-General at Hamburg, stating 
that a Bill will probably be submitted to the German Government for 
the construction of an inland Canal passing through the provinces 
of the Rhine, Westphalia, Hanover, and Bevergern Elbe, to be 
known as the “Dortmund Rhine” Canal. The cost of this is 
estimated at £6,400,000, while the working expenses will amount 
to about £44,500 yearly ; the cost for Branch Canals will be about 
£1,700,000. 

Fifty per cent. of the total amount required has been guaranteed 
by the Hanoverian Provincial legislation, 17 per cent. has been 

aranteed by the Province of Westphalia, and 18 per cent. by the 

ity of Magdeburg. In order to complete the sum, tlie Committee 
of the Canal has applied to the Municipal Authorities of Berlin 
and to the Senate of Bremen. This latter town has, it is stated, 
offered to guarantee 10 per cent., while Berlin is expected to cover 
the remainder of the sum necessary. 


INCREASED IMPORTATION OF MEAT INTO GERMANY. 


A despatch, dated 20th June last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Chargé d’Affaires at Berlin, enclosing 
copy of extract from the “ Post,” commenting on the increase of 
the importation of meat into Germany since 1896 as follows :— 

“The importation of meat into Germany is increasing from 
month to month since the beginning of last year. In 1896 the 
quantity of meat (including hams, bacon, &c.) imported into 
Germany amounted to 26,696 tons; in 1897 it had increased to 
48,085 tons, and in the first four months of the present year it had 
already reached 26,198 tons (as against 12,446 in the corresponding 
period of 1897). It is of interest to note that 60 per cent. of this 
importation comes from the United States, which furnished 14,236 


| 
| 


78 DIPLOMATIO AND CONSULAR REPORTS. [July 1898. 


tons in 1896, 27,300 tons in 1897 and 15,950 tons in the first four 
months of 1898. Of this year’s imports from the United States 
10,530 tons represent hams and bacon alone. It appears. probable 
that the American importation will show a further increase in the 
near future, as the Americans are making great efforts to extexd 
their market in Germany. Apart from American imports, the 
increase of the importation of meat into Germany seems to 
be connected with the restrictions which have been placed on 
the importation of live cattle for slaughter. The courtries 
upon which, for sanitary reasons, such restrictions have been 
placed, have increased their importation of meat into German 
to an extraordinary degree. This applies especially to Holland 
and Denmark. The former supplied Germany in 1896 with 4,402 
tons, in 1897 with 10,300 tons, and in the first four months of 
1898 with 4,600 tons of meat. The corresponding figures for 
Denmark were :—3,326 tons in 1896, 4,200 in 1897 and 2,700 in 
1898 (four months). The imports from Holland consist chiefly of 
pork, those from Denmark chiefly of beef. 

These three countries, the United States, Holland and Denmark, 
supply together nearly 90 per cent. of the meat imported into 
Germany. The only others that need be mentioned are Russia and 
Austria-Hungary, but in their cases the importation is mainly 
limited to the supply of the frontier districts, where the meat 
enters free of duty. 


Export Duty on SpanisH ORE. 


A telegram from H.M. Ambassador at Madrid has been received 
at the Foreign Office, in which it is stated that the Spanish export 
duty on iron ore has been fixed at 25 centimos per 1,000 kilos., 
this rate taking effect from the 2nd inst. 


Tue SpaNIsH CoaL TRADE. 


In a despatch to the Foreign Office, dated 28th May last, H.M. 
Ambassador at Madrid states that the increase of industries makes 
it of vital importance to Spain to obtain a steady supply of good 
coal at moderate cost. 

Although there are numerous coal mines in Spain, the quality of 
the coal does not satisfy consumers, and the cost of carriage and 
difficulty in transport minimizes their benefit to the country. 

The import duties on coal and coke before the reform in the 
Customs Tariff in 1892 was 1:25 pesetas per ton. In the new 
tariff, the import duty under the second column is 2°50 pesetas per 
ton. The budget of 1895-96 imposed a special surcharge of one 
peseta per ton on coal, with the exception of that imported for use 
in metallurgical industries. ‘The total duty, therefore, amounts to 
3°50 pesetas per ton, while navigation taxes, dues, &Xc., assist" in 
increasing the price of imported coal. 

The following return shows the importation and exportation of 
coal and coke in Spain, during the last five years. It will be 
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noticed that there has been but little variation in the quantity of 
col imported in recent years, though the coke imported in the 
year 1897 amounted to 200,000 tons less than that imported in the 
previous year. 

The exportation of coal is very small, and is in fact almost 
confined to the supply of steamers and some of the Portuguese 
railroads :— 


Imports. 
Difference 
Years. Exports. in favour 
Coal. Coke. Total. of Imports. 
Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. 
1893 «| 1,497,699 267,288 1,764,987 8,347 1,756,640 
1894 | 1,614,838 225,902 1,840,740 16,737 1,824,003 
1895 «| 1,605,540 219,643 1,725,183 8,319 1,716,864 
1896 .--| 1,547,620 334,973 | 1,882,593 4,295 1,878,298 
1897 .--| 1,569,785 112,932 1,682,717 2,535 1,680,182 


CoMPETITION WITH BritisH TRADE IN ITALY. 


H.M. Consul at Genoa reports that the rapid development of 
Italian industry during the last 25 years, and the protective duties 
on imports are the main causes of the diminished trade with Great 
Britain. Iron, steel, and other metals, tin-plates, water and gas 
pipes, machinery, earthenware, soap, candles, refined sugars, many 
descriptions of cotton goods, woollen and union tweeds and many 
other articles formerly imported from England, are now manu- 
factured in Italy. British cutlery, once so much in demand, has 
been greatly interfered with by the inferior and cheaper German 
qualities. 

For the superior qualities of manufactured goods, for metals 
and machinery of special descriptions, and for coloured tweeds, 
hosiery, and tourists’ outfits, the preference is given to Great 
Britain. Then there are the specialities of the United Kingdom, 
such as teas, biscuits, and whiskies, the consumption of which is 
increasing. 

Amongst the causes which militate against British traders in 
competing with continental nations, notably Germany, may be 
mentioned the unwillingness of British firms to give credit, and 
the few travellers employed by them as compared with the legion 
hailing from Germany, with samples and with quotations, in 
Italian currency, for Italian weights and measures and for delivery 
free of charge. 

The use of the Italian and French languages in correspondence 
and by travellers and resident agents, is a facility to business, 
and in this matter the English are at a disadvantage with their 
continental rivals, more particularly in the retail trades, much 
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of which is now done direct, travellers being able to take smail 
orders for their firms by promising to forward the goods direct to 
destination, thanks to the facilities now existing for doing so— 
(Foreign Office Annual Series, 2107.) 


DECREASE OF BriTISH SHIPPING IN SICILIAN Ports. 


H.M. Consul at Palermo reports to the Foreign Office (Annual 
Series, 2120) that reviewing the shipping for the past year, one cannot 
help being impressed by the large a ae of British shipping 
by foreign. For instance, a few years ago many British vesssel 
brought grain from the Black Sea and others carried sulphur from 
Sicily to the French and Portuguese ports. This trade is now 
entirely in the hands of foreigners. Again, formerly Sicilian 
produce for the United Kingdom and Belgium was almost exclu- 
sively shipped in British vessels, whereas during the past season a 
large proportion has gone to vessels belonging to Italy, Norway, 
and Germany. A large quantity of coal, too, has been brought 
_ over in foreign vessels. 

There are several reasons for this displacement of British 
tonnage, the most likely being that foreign vessels carry a larger 
dead weight than British vessels of the same tonnage, owing to 
their being allowed to load to a deeper draught, supply inferior 
provisions, and pay lower wages; they are thus enabled to work 
at a profit where an English vessel would be running at a loss. 

Between the Sicilian ports and the Adriatic there is a large 
trade, in which are employed a large fleet of small handy vessels, 
but it is to be regretted that none of these carry the English flag, 
they being principally Swedish and Norwegian. 

The decrease in the green fruit trade, owing partly to the new 
tariff in the United States, has caused a heavy loss of freight, 
falling almost entirely on British shipping which has hitherto 
monopolised this trade. 

To all countries to which Sicilian produce is sent the supply of 
tonaage is ample, and wherever there is a market shippers have no 
difficulty in finding freight room. 

During the past season, owing to the excessive amount of 
tonnage, berthed freights have ruled exceptionally low, as will be 
seen from the following quotations :— 

For New York: Sumach last season 6s. per ton, against 10s. 
per ton; fruit (green) last season 8d. per box, against 1s. 2d. per 
box ; brimstone last season 4s. to 5s. per ton, against 8s. to 9s. 
per ton. 

For London the fall is even more marked: Fruit (green) last 
season 8d. per box, against 1s. 3d. per box; sumach last season 
5s. and 6s. per ton, against 12s. per ton. 

This is owing to the keen competition caused by the excessive 
amount of tonnage berthed, and at present no improvement can be 
reported. 
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DEVELOPMENT OF ROUMANIAN MERCANTILE MARINE. 


The British Vice-Consul at Galatz reports that the summer of 
1897 witnessed the inauguration of a new series of cargo boats 
that have been built—three by Messrs. Napier, at Glasgow, and 
two at Kiel—for the Roumanian Government. These five vessels 
form the new line running directly between the Danube and 
Rotterdam, and vice-versa. 

The origin of this new line of steamers seems to have been that 
the line between Constantza (Kustendjie) and Constantinople to 
which reference has been made above, was working at a deficit 
of 1,200,000 fr. (48,000/.) per annum. To remedy this deficit it 
was proposed to establish, firstly, a line of coasting steamers, 
starting from Constantza, and touching at Varna, Bourgas, 
Constantinople, Gallipoli, Cavalos, Salonica, Volo, Smyrna, Chios, 
&c. By this means it was anticipated that the annual deficit 
would be reduced to about 3,000/. It is, however, to be noted 
that this line does not yet exist. Secondly, in order to quite 
wipe out the deficit, the present Danube-Rotterdam line was 
proposed and is actually working. Figures published by the 
Government go to show that an average of 358,558 tons are 
imported annually into Roumania by sea from Europe (i.¢., not 
including the imports from Austria-Hungary, Russia, Servia, 
Bulgaria, Turkey, and the United States). Of the above total, 
239,399 tons is coal (238,578 tons from the United Kingdom), 
and 119,159 tons of other merchandise. In other words, the 
total imports of all other goods equal about one-half of the 
amount of coal imported from Great Britain alone. The import 
of coal, therefore, under the national flag seemed to offer the 
greatest attractions, especially if it is borne in mind that no less 
than 200,000 tons are annually imported for the use of different 
Government departments, as well as other heavy materials for the 
construction of bridges, railways, &c. 

The idea, in short, is to so combine the service of the five ships 
having from 3,000-3,500 tons deadweight capacity each, so that 
by performing 25 to 30 voyages annually, they should transport 
from 180,000 to 165,000 tons of cereals outwards, returning with 
the same amount of coal and other goods—the annual profits 
under such favourable conditions being estimated at between 
16,0007. and 24,0001. 

These steamers are under the direction of the State railways, 
and it is hard to see how private enterprise is to contend 
successfully with the resources that a Government can bring to 
bear. (Foreign Office Annual Series, 2100.) 


ProposeD ConstrucTION oF Dry Dock aT Syra (GREECE). 


‘the construction of a dry dock at Syra has on many occasions 
been advocated during the last two decades, as the only means of 
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averting the complete downfall of that port ; but, strange to say, 
though the project always found numerous supporters, it could 
not take any definite shape at a time when Syra was in its most 
flourishing condition. H.M. Consul at Syra states that the ques- 
tion has now once more come up, and steps of a more decisive 
nature are apparently being taken for the realisation of the object 
in view. The necessary capital is said to be obtainable locally, and 
a Bill has already. passed through the Chamber of Deputies 
authorising the construction of the dock in Syra harbour, and 
according to its provisions the concession for the work may be 

ted to a company. In this case the municipality of Syra 
would guarantee an interest of 4 per cent. on a capital of 2,500,000 
dr. from the municipal and port dues, but this measure would only 
be resorted to in case the net revenues of the dock should not 
cover the said interest. The peculiar formation of the Syra 
harbour also appears to offer considerable advantages for the easy 
execution of the proposed work. The basin will be divided into 
three compartments by intermediate abutment piers and gates, at 
such distances from each other as to enable each to be used 
separately or jointly as circumstances may necessitate. The total 
length of dock will be 156-60 metres on summit of structure, 
and 152-20 metres at the base; width, 28°85 metres on summit, 
and 20°80 at base. Height of structure from summit to bottom, 
9°85 metres. These dimensions have been considered sufficient 
to accommodate any of the ships plying in these seas, the largest 
of which attains at the most a net submergence of 7°70 metres 
when fully loaded. There can be no doubt as to the beneficial 
results that would accrue from a dry dock at Syra, having 
regard to the geographical position of the island, which is almost 
in the centre of the Archipelago, and lying exactly within the 
beaten track of the navigation between the Mediterranean and 
Black Seas, and the frequent maritime casualties in these 
waters.— (Foreign Office Annual Series, 2102.) 


Scarcity oF British CoMMERCIAL TRAVELLERS IN GREECE. 


H.M. Consul at Syra, in a report to the Foreign Office (Annual 
Series, 2102), says that the usefulness of commercial travellers has 
frequently been advocated as a means of extending British trade, 
but the advice which has generally been disregarded has even 
displeased several of our home traders, who merely think of the 
theme as a handy means for consular officers to explain the cause 
of British decline abroad. This, however, is a great mistake, and 
the question is looked upon in quite a different light in other 
quarters, for no sooner was the war scare over, and the decision of 
the Hellenic Government made known to the effect that they had 
accepted the co-operation of foreign Governments to bring about 
the settlement of the finances of the country, a step which will no 
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doubt contribute to ameliorate its commercial resources, than 
several French and German commercial travellers, fully equipped 
with large displays of samples, made their appearance at Greek 
ports. ‘This is no illusion, und only those living abroad are in a 
position to realise the contrast offered by the British manufacturers 
abiding by their proverbially conservative ways of doing business, 
and the representatives of foreign producers busying themselves 
about everywhere to secure any possible chance of business irre- 
spective of character or dimension. There is no other alternative, 
and every country desiring to push trade nowadays must go out 
and seek it, even if needs be at the cost of canvassing custom, 
however repugnant this may be to English feelings. The Consul 
adds—* We said above that the consular advice on this point has 
generally been disregarded ; we can, however, in justice to a well- 
known British firm, single out one solitary exception. Among 
the commercial travellers that called at this port we happened to 
make the acquaintance of one of German extraction, who besides 
travelling for several foreign firms, was entrusted to represent also 
a Paisley firm. His affable and obliging manners, coupled with 
his linguistic acquirements—the Greek language being as familiar 
to him as his own—specially struck us as being a sure means of 
securing success, and we cannot but congratulate the British firm 
on their acquisition. We learnt of a novel method employed by 
him with a view of encouraging their trade, viz., that of giving 
bonuses of 5 per cent. to all their customers on the aggregate 
amount of business secured from each during the year 1897.” 


COMMERCIAL ASSOCIATION AT SALONICA. 


H.M. Consular Assistant at Salonica, in a report to the Foreign 
Office (Annual Series, 2111), states that in 1895 a commercial club 
was formed for the mutual protection of the interests of business 
men in Salonica. The founders were wholesale merchants of 
manufactured goods, and the direction of the club is in their hands, 
though persons. in other branches of business (except commission 
agents, brokers, &c.) are admitted as subscribing members. As 
this club has been joined by many of the leading merchants, 
especially those doing business with England, it may be of interest 
to quote some of the decisions taken by its members, which have 
considerably affected the trade of the place, and have led to far 
greater regularity in transactions of all kinds, especially with 
regard to the settlement of accounts. 

1, A maximum of six months’ credit to be allowed to customers. 

2. After six months, interest to be charged at the rate of 9 per 
cent. per annum. 

3. Members will, on the order of the president, refuse to supply 
any customer who will not accept these terms. 

4, The commission to be allowed by members to agents and 
brokers not to exceed 14 per cent. 


84 DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR REPORTS. [July 1898, 


5. Any member giving under any form to agents, brokers, or 
customers any compensation calculated to entice custom will be 
expelled from the club. 

6. Discount at the rate of 12 per cent. per annum to be allowed 
on payments in advance. 

7. The committee of the club are empowered to arbitrate on 
disputes between merchants and their customers. 

One of the leading merchants trading with Manchester and 
London has indicated to Her Majesty’s Consulate-General a point 
in which the trade of Great Britain is at a serious disadvantage 
in comparison with that of other European countries. 

This gentleman points out that whereas all the principal 
manufacturers of France, Germany, Italy, Austria-Hungary, 
Switzerland, Belgium, &c., who have dealings with Salonica, 
maintain direct relations with the merchants of that town, the 
English trade with Salonica has passed into the hands of com- 
mission agents in Manchester or London, who again deal mainly 
with agents established there. These commission agents, most of 
whom are foreigners, have in many cases amassed large fortunes 
out of the profits of this trade, and when it is remembered that 
the local agents as well have-their profits to look to, it will be 
understood that British exports which thus pass through the hands 
of two middlemen cannot compete on equal terms with goods of 
far inferior quality whose manufacturers have had the foresight to 
establish direct relations with the local markets. If British 
merchants therefore would take the trouble to connect themselves 
with reliable firms in Salonica, their business would be in a far 
better position to compete with the growing activity of their 
foreign rivals. 


CoMPETITION OF AMERICAN WITH ENGLISH TINPLATE. 


H.M. Consul at Portland (Oregon), in a recent report to the 
Foreign Office, states that the duty on tinplate imported into the 
United States was raised in 1897 to 1}. per lb., and although 
62,932 boxes were received from Great Britain during the year, 
this trade may now be considered lost. All the roofing plates were 
of American make and the receipts of American plate for canning pur- 
poses were also considerable. Tinplate mills in the United States 
are in a position to hold the trade, as the quality produced is superior 
and the tariff gives efficient protection. Lighter plates are now 
used in the canned goods trade, weighing usually 100 lbs. to the 
box; as light as 85 lbs. has been used to some extent. The 
average price of standard 100-lb. cake plates was 15s. 6d. At 
the date of writing this report there are practically no English 
tinplates on the way, and American will be used almost exclusively 
in 1898. The consumption for canning purposes on the Columbia 
River alone exceeded 65,000 boxes. English tinplates, it is 
stated, cannot at present be Jaid down under 17s. per box, while 
American sells at 13s. 6d.—(Loreiyn Office Annual Series, 2115.) 
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Fuax Fisre Inpustry oF THE UNITED STATES. 


A report has been received at the Foreign Office from H.M. 
Consul at Chicago, on the cultivation of flax, whichstates that this 
plant has hitherto been cultivated in the United States entirely 
for the seed, but there is a possibility of its being added to the 
establishment of fibre industry. 

Although at times in different places a little tow is manufactured, 
it is chiefly of a coarse fibre, and on more than a million acres 
this valuable product has been burned, or allowed to rot. At the 
same time the imports of various classes of fibre to the States has 
annually cost on an average over three millions of pounds sterling. 

Between 1860 and 1870 the production of fibre was attended 
to, and in the latter year it amounted to over 27,000,000 lbs. 

Several small tow mills were then established in the Central 
West, which manufactured upholsterers’ tow, coarse bagging, and 
twine, and in one year the whole American cotton crop was baled 
in flax bagging. A year or two later in consequence of a revision 
of the tariff admitting free of duty foreign competing fibres, the 
production of flax fibre fell off so that in 1880 only 1,565,546 Ibs. 
were produced, while in 1890 it had fallen to 241,389 lbs. 

Frequent efforts have been made to establish this industry on 
such a footing as to permit of the production of fine fibres, but 
with apparently small success. 

High wages coupled with inexperience of growers, and improper 
selection of climatic conditions, are mainly responsible for the 
want of success in competing with Belgium and Ireland, which 
have been the chief sources of supply. 

With the exception of the State of Washington, where the soi 
and climate seem to be favourable to the growth of the flax for 
purposes of making fibre, there is not at present any probability 
of the United States coming into the market as competitor for 
anything else than the coarser kinds of fibre and such as are suited 
for the manufacture of twine. 

The trade in flax fibre has been so large with Ireland that it 
would appear as if something might be done to encourage the 
trade further, and above all by directing growers’ attention to the 
finer class of fibres for which enormous demand exists in the 
States. 

It is also said that there is a great dearth of twine for bindi 
the crops out West this year, and that a large part of the crop wi 
have to be hand bound ; the price of twine has gone up from 3d. 
a lb. to 6d., and cannot be obtained at that rate. It takes about 
two pounds of twine to bind each acre of grain. 


PRODUCTION OF PIG-IRON IN UNITED STATES. 


According to a report of H.M. Consul-General at New York, 
the total production of pig-iron throughout the United States is 
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returned at 9,652,680 tons in 1897, as compared with 8,623,127 
tons in 1896, and 9,446,308 tons in 1895. ‘This is the largest out- 
put in any calendar year. The increase in the production was 
progressive, and on December 31, 1897, there were 188 furnaces in 
blast, producing 226,608 tons per week, as compared with 154 
furnaces, producing 159,720 tons per week at the corresponding 
date in 1896. The production was kept up notwithstanding the 
low price which ruled, and the stock at the end of the year was 
about 875,000 tons, or only 37,000 tons more than at the end of 
1896, the total consumption being estimated at 9,780,000 tons. 
This includes an import of about 155,000 tons of iron and steel, 
being considerably less than in any previous year, and comparing 
with an import of 1,783,000 tons in 1887. (Foreign Office Annual 
Series, 2081). 


COMMERCIAL TRAVELLERS IN PERU. 


H.M. Consul at Callao reports that the Lima merchants object to 
commercial travellers competing with them on what they consider 
unequal terms, the former being put to great expense in keeping 
up their offices and houses, whilst the latter turn their apartments 
at hotels and inns into show-rooms at a trifling expense. Steps 
are being taken in order to induce the Government to compel all 
commercial travellers to take out licences. The matter has been 
laid before the Lima Chamber of Commerce, which proposes that 
the cost of the licence should be 500 soles (501.) for a period of six 
months, renewable at the end of each period. In case of infraction 
double that amount is to be exacted, one-third of which will be 
paid to the informer. 

In the south of Peru every facility appears to be given to such 
travellers. They are allowed to enter with their samples, on 
presenting through a responsible agent, to the custom-house, 
an official request to pass so many packages of samples. . These 
are examined and valued by the officer named, and then a bond is 
presented by the agent, who undertakes to pay the amount of 
the valuation of any of the samples that may not be re-shipped 
within the term specified, generally 90 days; this process will cost 
the commercial traveller from 10s. to 1/., according to the number 
of. packages he brings, and he is then free to go where he likes 
with his samples, without being obliged to give an account of them 
in any other part of. the interior he may wish to visit. Of course, 
the responsible local agents before giving the bond to the custom- 
house wi!l satisfy themselves as to the status of the traveller who, 
in most cases, besides his business card, brings a letter of 
recommendation to some known resident in the port; indeed, this 
is almost a requisite, and should not be overlcoked by intending 
visitors. (Foreign Office Annual Series, 2117.) 
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Coat Deposits IN PERU. 


H.M. Consul at Callao reports that an American syndicate has 
sent engineers to Peru to make a survey for constructing a line 
which the concessionnaires propose to build from Pacasmayo to the 
province of Hualgayoc, where, it is reported, extensive beds of 
anthracite and semi-bituminous coal exist. According to Mr. C. 
Clinton Gardner, a well-known American engineer, 10,000,000 
tons are within easy reach, and the supply is almost inexhaustible. 
He estimates that 2,000,000 tons could be extracted yearly and 
delivered at the port at a cost of 2 dols. gold per ton, in which case 
he is of opinion that all other coal would be excluded from the 
Pacific markets, as under the circumstances it would be impossible 
to compete with so good and so cheap a product as Peruvian coal. 
He states that the cost of the construction of the line and the pur- 
chase of the rolling stock should not exceed 600,000. The line is 
to start from Pacasmayo or Cherrepe, the total distance from the _ 
coast to the coal strata being about 121 miles. A line is already 
in existence from Pacasmayo to Yonan, a distance of 41 miles, 
which is being worked by the Peruvian Corporation. He also 
believes that the projected line may eventually be extended as far 
as Jaen and the Amazonian basin, where he thinks that because 
there are 8,000 miles of navigable rivers, an unlimited demand for 
Peruvian coal would be certain. However, as that immense region 
is hardly explored, very sparsely populated, and with an unlimited 
supply of timber which can be utilised for fuel purposes, this 
suggestion may appear somewhat premature. 

Besides the coal deposits in the province of Hualgayoc, others 
exist in the Huamachuco district, and lignite and peat are found 
in several other parts of Peru. 

With regard to the exclusion of foreign coal from the Pacific, it 
should be pointed out that there are coal mines at Lota, Coronel, 
and Lebu in Chile, where the cost of extraction and shipment 
should be much less than that of extracting and transporting coal 
from the Hualgayoc district, yet large quantities of coal are im- 
ported into Chile and Peru from Europe and New South Wales. 
In fact little, if any, Chilean coal is brought north of Caldera.— 
(Foreign Office Annual Series, 2117). 


CONTRACT BETWEEN ,A GERMAN STEAMSHIP CoMPANY AND THE 
GOVERNMENT OF ECUADOR. 


A report, dated 14th May last, has been received at the Foreign 
Office from H.M. Consul at Guayaquil stating that notice has 
been received in that port of the amalgamation of the Kosmos 
and Hamburg Pacific Steamship Lines trading from Hamburg, 
Antwerp, and occasionally London, and from Spanish, and Italian 
ports to the West Coast of South America, 
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The former company has recently signed a contract with the 
Government of Ecuador for four years to convey mails free of 
charge between the ports in Ecuador and all others touched at by 
their steamers. 

By the same contract the company offers to convey Government 
passengers and emigrants to and from the ports on the coast called 
at by their steamers with a reduction of 30 per cent., and more- 
over to carry free of charge the first sample shipments of national 
products to any German exhibitions. 

The Government in recompense for this service admits the 
company’s ships to the ports of Ecuador free of all fiscal dues, 
and reduces the pilotage fees to one-half the usual charge. The 
pilotage being a special service and paid according to the vessel 
piloted, the corporation of pilots refused to accept any reduction 
in their pay, and the Government seeing the justice of this act 
has accepted the responsibility of half the pilotage, which is paid 
regularly by the National Treasury. 

This contract has been approved by the Council of State, and is 
to remain in force for four years. 


TRADE BETWEEN CHILE AND ECUADOR. 


A despatch, dated 5th May last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Chargé d’Affaires at Lima, transmitting 
a statement showing the value of the trade between Ecuador and 
Chile for the first half of 1897. 

According to these statistics the imports into Ecuador from 
Chile for the above-named period were valued at 301,697 sucres, 
the principal articles being flour and wood for building. The 
exports from Ecuador to Chile for the same period were valued at 
69,312 sucres, chiefly coffee and cocoa. 


XIX.—_GENERAL TRADE NOTES. 


THe BeLrast LINEN TRADE. 


According to the report of the Belfast Linen Trade Board, as 
published in the “Irish Textile Journal,” the month of May was 
not productive of much change in the condition of the market. 
Business on the whole was quiet, though the export end, with the 
exception of the United States, tended towards improvement. 

With the exception of Germany and France all the continental 
markets were very slow, and were expected to remain so for some 
time to come. With the two markets named there was, however, 
a substantial improvement during May, the value of the exports 
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to both having been more than 50 per cent. ahead of the 
corresponding month of last year. 

Continued depression characterised the United States market, 
and until the end of the war is in sight nothing in the way of 
improvement can be expected. haeudion to the Board of Trade 
returns the value of the exports of piece goods in May showed a 
falling off of 49 per cent. compared with the same month last 

ear. 

The miscellaneous markets, with few exceptions, tended to 
improvement, and the exports were substantially ahead of May, 
1897. Comparing the months of May there was an improvement 
in values with Canada of 15 per cent.; the Argentine, 39 per 
cent.; Brazil, 27 per cent. ; and Mexico, 28 per cent. 


Imports oF Pic Iron anpD UNwrouGur STEEL INTO THE UNITED 
KINGDOM FROM THE UNITED STATES. 


According to a return received by the Board of Trade from the 
Secretary of Her Majesty’s Customs, the amount of pig iron and 
unwrought steel registered as imported into the United Kingdom 
from the United States of America during each month—January- 
June, 1898, inclusive, was as follows :— 


Pig Iron. Unwrought Steel. 
Quantity.| Value. | Quantity, | Value. 

1898. Tons. & Tons. & 
January 8,871 19,216 374 3,918 
March ... see ose ane ose 5,156 10,951 2,772 12,369 
April ... ooo 5,094 11,116 3,013 13,099 
May 1,447 3,322 2,572 12,583 
June ... 2,249 5,169 2,325 11,248 
Year ended Dac. 31st, 1897...) 91,196 | 209,275 25,927 128,892 


THe SHIppING TRADE OF BRISTOL. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of the annual report 
of the Bristol Chamber of Commerce, from which it appears 
that the number and tonnage of vessels entering the three 
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docks for the year ended 3lst December, 1897, as compared with 
a similar period of 1893, was as follows :— 


1893. 1897. 
Ships.| Tons. Ships.| Tons. 
Bristol... 8,041 | 1,195,490 7,694 | 1,252,400 
Avonmouth 1,205 213,496 1,287 308,377 
Portishead _— ‘167 50,015 120 33,105 
Total ... 9,413 | 11,459,001 9,101 | 1,593,882 


The total amount of dock dues paid in 1897 was 116,016l. as 
compared with 95,9331. in 1893. 


THe NoRWEGIAN MERCANTILE MARINE. 


The following particulars concerning the mercantile marine of 
Norway are taken from a report on the Trade and Commerce 
of Christiania, published by the Christiania Exchange : 

At the end of 1896 the Norwegian fleet of merchantmen 

numbered 962 steam vessels with a total tonnage of 352,000 tons, 
and 6,230 sailing vessels with a total tonnage of 1,215,000 tons. 
This showed an increase, during the above-named year, of 47 
steamers and a decrease of 125 sailing vessels, and a total tonnage 
increase of about 41,500 tons (1 steamer ton reckoned = 3°6 
sailing-vessel tons). 
- During 1897 the movement has continued in the same direction 
with an increase in the number of steam vessels, and probably a 
decrease in the sailing vessel tonnage. The work of transforming 
the Norwegian mercantile marine from sail into steam progresses 
rather slowly, but every year shows some progress. With regard 
to the proportion of steam to sailing vessels it is, indeed, still far 
behind some other countries in the field of navigation, a state of 
things which can hardly be otherwise, as a rapid construction 
requires far larger capital than the country has at its disposal. 


Propuction, &c., oF BEER IN Huneary. 


- The following table, taken from the “ Bollettino di Notizie 
Commerciali,” shows the production and trade of beer in Hungary 
for the five years 1892-1896 :— 


Production. Tmports. Exports. 
Year. Hectolitres. Quintals. Quintals. 
1892 1,239,198 228,249 18,922 
1893 1,321,568 252,701 22,816 
1894 1,586,561 267,216 80,460 
1895 1,415,956 263,664 29,921 


1896 1,676,471 231,038 35,009 


Nortr.—The figures for the production are for the year ending 31st 
August in each case. The trade figures are for the calendar 
years. 
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British CHAMBER OF COMMERCE OF TURKEY AT CONSTANTINOPLE. 


The Board of Trade have received from the British Chamber of 
Commerce of Turkey at Constantinople, copies of report for the 
year 1897, presented at the tenth Annual General Meeting of the 
Chamber. The report deals with questions relating to the 
commercial interests of British traders in Constantinople, the 
Anatolian Railway, quay dues, claims of British subjects, &e. 


TRADE OF PHILADELPHIA. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of the 23rd Annual 
Report of the Board of Directors of the Philadelphia Maritime 
Exchange, which deals largely with the economic condition of 
Philadelphia. The report states that the value of the imports in 
1897 was nearly 9 per cent. in excess of 1896, and that of the 
exports 22 per cent. in excess of 1896. The increase of the latter 
was mainly due to heavy shipments of corn and oats, the former 
being 185 per cent. greater and the latter 440 per cent. greater 
than in the preceding year. 

The following table shows the increase in exports of six principal 
articles from Philadelphia for 1897 as compared with 1896 :— 


1897. 1896. 
Corn ... ove bushels 25,480,715 8,934,402 
Flour... wie barrels 815,181 654,126 
Petroleum ... is 7,547,757 6,370,699 
Anthracite coal tons 
Bituminous coal... 378,092 315,555 


The imports of sugar were 388,674 tons, being 13 per cent. 
greater than in 1896; and of the total amount entered at New 
York, Philadelphia, Boston, and Baltimore, Philadelphia received 
24°37 per cent., as against 21:43 per cent. in 1896. 


PRODUCTION OF FERTILISERS IN THE UNITED STATES. 


- During the past few years several efforts have been made to 
secure reliable information concerning the production of fertilisers 
in the United States, both in respect to the number of fertiliser 
factories and their approximate output. Owing to the unsatis- 
factory response received from a great many of the factories it has 
been impossible to obtain statistics which are in ahy sense complete. 
The Federal Department of Agriculture has, however, according 
to the “ Manufacturer,” recently issued a pamphlet giving the 
results of an investigation of the subject which has been carried 
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on under the direction of a competent statistician. The compila- 
tion of facts on the subject gives the number of establishments 
engaged in this line of manufacture at the present time to be 
about 700. The census of 1890 reported the number to be 390, 
and that of 1880 reported 364. It is to be noted, therefore, that 
there has been since 1890 a very considerable development of 
this industry. This is especially noticeable in South Carolina and 
Florida, where phosphate mining has assumed large proportions. 

While the statistics concerning the production of this article of 
commerce are so difficult to secure, it has been possible, with. the 
aid of the State fertiliser inspectors, to obtain information of a 
reliable character concerning the amount of the product 
consumed. The returns for the calendar year 1896 show that 
the entire consumption of commercial fertilisers during the year 
in the States amounted to 1,894,917 tons. Georgia stands 
first among all the States as a consumer of the product, the 
quantity used in that State during the year being 335,618 tons. 
South Carolina follows with 199,497 tons, then come in order, 
North Carolina, 187,429 tons; Virginia, 171,704 tons; New 
York, about 150,000 tons; Pennsylvania about 150,000 tons ; and 
Alabama, 100,000 tons. The remaining States each consumed less 
than 100,000 tons. 

The extent to which the phosphate industry has grown in the 
United States is shown by a table included in the Department’s 
report from which it appears that of a total of over 1,500,000 long 
tons of the material produced and nearly as large an amount con- 
sumed in the world during the year 1891, about one-half was pro- 
duced and about one-third was consumed in the States. 
With regard to the foreign trade in fertilisers the imports of this 
class of product for 1896 were about 375,734 long tons, valued 
at 1,537,000/., while the exports for the same period amounted to 
514,143 tons with a value of 917,000/. 


PRODUCTION OF OPEN HEARTH STEEL IN THE UNITED STATES. 


The “Iron Age” publishes figures showing how enormously the 
manufacture of open hearth steel in the United States has 
increased, rising from 784,936 gross tons in 1894 to 1,631,848 
tons in 1897. The separation of acid from basic steel was first 
made in 1896, when the output was 776,256 tons of basic and 
522,444 tons of acid. In 1897 the latter gained very little, rising 
to 556,154 tons, while the former jumped to 1,075,689 tons, and is 
known to be steadily on the increase. The returns of the produc- 
tion of open hearth steel show that 1897 was by far the greatest 
year for the production of steel in the history of the United States 
or that of any other nation. Since the output of Bessemer steel 
ingots was 5,475,315 gross tons in 1897, the total production of 
steel reached the enormous total of 7,107,158 tons. The first 
half of the year having been one of moderate consumption, the 
second half must have had an exceptional record. 
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SMELTING AND CONCENTRATING Works IN MExIco. 


The Juarez Concentrating and Smelting Works, which have just 
been completed at Ciudad Juarez (Mexico), are ready to commen@e 
the conversion of crude lead, silver, and gold ores into metal. 

The erection of this plant was begun about five months ago. Its 
operation was suggested by the discovery and opening up of new 
mines along the line of the Rio Grande, Sierra Madre, and Pacific 
Railroad, which was completed about one year ago and which runs 
south-west from Cuidad Juarez to Casas Grandes. 

The Juarez Company, organised under the laws of the State of 
New York, started with a cash capital of 100,000 dols. and ample 
banking facilities to handle all raw material it might purchase. 

The products of the plant will be marketed partly in the United 
States and partly in Europe. The United States Consul at Ciudad 
Juarez reports that he was informed by the general manager that 
the works were located on the Mexican, instead of the American, 
side of the Rio Grande River, in order to avoid the payment of a 
very high duty on the lead contained in the crude ore or raw 
material as brought from the mines, and to facilitate its reduction 
into metallurgical shape before subjecting it to the increased cost 
of transportation to the final reduction works in the United States. 

The concentrator will have a daily capacity of 200 tons, which 
can be increased at any time by 50 per cent. The sampling works 
in connection with the concentrator will be able to handle 500 tons 
of ore per day. It is stated that two 100-ton smelting furnaces 
will be added to the plant in a short time, one for silver and lead 
and the other for copper. 

It is the intention of the Juarez Company to make this plant, in 
the course of a few years, the largest in Mexico. The managers 
believe the mineral resources of the States of Chihuahua and 
Sonora will justify them in increasing the capacity of their plant 
from time to time. 


TRADE OF ARGENTINA. 


The following figures, taken from the official statistics issued by 
the Argentine “ Direccion General de Estadistica,” give the values 
of the imports into and exports from Argentina, exclusive of 


= and specie, for the first quarter of 1898 as compared with 


Three months Three months 

endel 1897, ended 1898, 
Imports... 29,045,105 26,080,196 
Exports ... 40,706,982 48,970,805 


Tctal... $69,752,087 $70,051,001 
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OPENING FOR SALES OF MACHINERY IN ARGENTINA. 


The United States Consul at Barmen says that, in a special 
report to the Imperial Government, a German Consul has called 
attention to the town of Tucuman as a place suitable for the sale of 
machinery. 

Tucuman, or, more fully, San Miguel de Tucuman, is the capital 
of the province of Tucuman, Argentine Republic, with a population 
of about 17,000; it is connected by rail with Cordoba and Rosario. 

The sugar factories there, thirty-three in number, have procured 
their machinery almost wholly from France, on account of favour- 
able terms of payment. Germany has furnished apparatus for 
distilleries, which are connected with the sugar factories, sulphur 
ovens, &c. The sugar industry in Tucuman is growing from year 
to year, and much machinery of a general character will be required 
shortly. Some of the large manufacturers of machinery in France 
have had for many years representatives resident in Tucuman. 


BARBERTON MINING AND COMMERCIAL CHAMBER. 


_ The Board of Trade have received a copy of the 11th Annual 
Report of the Executive Committee of the Barberton Mining and 
Commercial Chamber, for the year ended February 28, 1898, which 
contains statistical and other information concerning the De Kaap 
Gold Fields, and other matters of local interest. 


’ CARAVAN TRADE BETWEEN ERITHREA AND ABYSSINIA. 


The following table based on official returns published in the 
“ Bollettino di Notizie Commerciali” seems to show how the 
caravan trade between the Italian colony of Erithrea and the 


. interior of Abyssinia has been increasing of late :— 


“3 months ended | 3 months ended | 3 months ended 
Sept. 30, 1897. Dec. 31, 1897. Mar. 31, 1898. 


Imports into Erithrea from 
Abyssinia... =... 5,100 7,620 9,021 
Exports from Erithrea to 
Abyssinia’... 1,072 1,092 3,122 


RatLway ConcEssIONS TO AMERICAN CAPITALISTS IN CHINA. 


The “ Railway Age ” states that a company, composed of 
American capitalists, known as the “‘American-China Development 
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Company,” has béen granted a concession for the construction of a 
railroad from the city of Hankow, on the Yangtse-Kiang river, 
in the province of Hu-Peh, to the city of Canton, in the provincé 
of Quong-Tung, and thence to the sea, a distance of 900 miles. 
The company is. now negotiating for other concessions for 
extensions, which will, it is said, double the mileage. By the 
terms of the contract, the American-China Development Company 
agrees to provide, as a loan for the construction of the railway, the 
sum of 4,000,000/., or its equivalent in American gold dollars, or 
more if necessary, for the building and equipment of the road: 
The company also agrees to provide the sum of 5,000,000/. or more 
if necessary for the construction of certain lines under other 
concessions, if the latter are granted. The syndicate includes 
Thurlow Weed Barnes, George J. Bippus of Indiana, senator 
Calvin S. Brice, the Carnegie Steel Company, ex-senator J. H. Dolph 
of Oregon, Hugh J. Grant,-Samuel Thomas, and others, 


Tue SHrprpInc TRADE OF VLADIVOSTOCK IN 1897. 


. In the ten months during which Vladivostock port was kept 
open in 1897 there entered 242 ships, with a total of 285,603 tons 
register. Last year the new ice-breaker of exceptional power had 
not arrived to keep the port open during January and February, 
but in those months of the present year ships have freely entered 
and left Vladivostock. The largest number of ships entering sailed 
under the German flag, the figure being 82, but, with the exception 
of 19, all were under 1,000 tons, and none exceeded 2,000, the 
total registered tonnage of the German boats being 49,678. The 
larger boats under the German flag were occupied exclusively 
between Far Eastern ports, chiefly Hong Kong, Shanghai, 
Nagasaki, and Vladivostock, one ship making eight trips in the 
season. 

The “London and China Telegraph” says that the largest 
tonnage entering Vladivostock under one flag naturally belongs to 
Russia, and, indeed, almost entirely to the subsidised Government 
boats of the Volunteer Fleet. There were 53 entries under the 
Russian flag, with a total of 97,413 tons register, 29 of these, with 
a total of 82,073 tons, belonging to the Volunteer Fleet. Of the 
latter, one ship, the “ Kherson,” is registered 4,216 tons, four are 
of 4,000 each, and two of 3,600 and 3,326 tons respectively. The 
non-official Russian shipping was quite insignificant, the tonnage 
varying from 149 to 713 tons. 

The Japanese come third with 45 ships, and a total of 46,944 
tons register. Twenty of these ships were of over 1,000 tons, but 
none exceeded 2,000, while the smallest was 623, In the number 
of ships Norway holds the fourth place with 29 ships of 27,819 
tons register. Of these seven were over 1,000 tons. England 
sent 21 ships of a tonnage of 31,781. Five of these were under 
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1,000 tons, the smallest being 887. Among the ships sailin 
under the English flag, one, of 2,997 tons, deserves oun 
mention. She was chartered nominally by the Russo-Chinese 
Bank, but actually by the Russian Government, to carry lumber 
from Portland, Oregon, U.S.A., to Vladivostock, and her cargo, 
including a full deck-load, was not less than ten to twelve 
thousand tons. The lumber was destined for the Manchurian 
Railway, and was despatched by rail to the nearest point on the 
Sungari River. A second cargo of the kind was to be brought by 
the same boat as soon as the rivers of Eastern Siberia were 
clear of ice. The United States are credited with only four 
ships of 5,153 tons register. Denmark sent two, Holland and 
Austria one each. The Chinese flag was only represented by one 
ship of 682 tons, although the greater part of the local trade of 
Viadivostock is said to be in the hands of Chinamen. 

Vladivostock has suddenly leaped into importance as a com- 
mercial port owing to the construction of the Ussuri Railway, or, 
rather, to the recent policy of the Government in regard to this 
line. For a year or two it was practically idle, and commerce 
continued to take the old route to Nikolaevsk and up the Amur 
river, which is navigable for a couple of thousand miles from its 
mouth. Some two years ago the Minister of Ways and Communi- 
cation, M. Khil’kov, gave exceptionally low rates on the Ussuri 
Railway for goods from the port of Vladivostock to Nikolskoe, on 
the Amur River, and apparently the sudden bound into prosperity 
of this port dates from this wise decision. 


THe WHEAT OF BENGAL. . 


According to statistics received at the Board of Trade from the 
India Office, the total area sown this year amounts to 1,573,400 
acres and that sown last year amounts to 1,341,700 acres. 
There is thus an increase in the area sown this year of 
231,700 acres, or 17:26 per cent., over last year. This is mainly 
due to the favourable character of the season. The gross outturn 
in 1897-98 may be estimated at 594,700 tons against 387,000 
tons in the previous year. 

The season generally was very favourable to the cultivation of 
the winter rice crops. The total area cultivated in 1897 amounted 
to 31,572,700 acres against 29,143,200 acres cultivated in 1896. 

The season for the rabi crops was also favourable. The out- 
turn in 1897-98 of all the rabi crop of these Provinces, and also of 
such special crops as sugar-cane, tobacco, &c., was estimated at 
15$ annas against 104 annas estimated for 1896-97. The out- 
turn of the rabi food crops, inclusive of sugar-cane, was estimated 
at 16} annas for 1897-98, as compared with an outturn of 
104 annas estimated for the previous year. 

The statement as to food stocks and the prices of food grains is 
of especial interest this year, showing as it does how the plentiful 
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harvests of the past six months are assisting the country to recover 
from the famine of 1896-97. From almost every district it is 
reported that the food stocks of previous harvests are not plentiful, 
and that prices have ruled higher. But at the same time the 
large majority of district officers report that the supply of food 
grains in the present year has been above the average, and that 
prices have fallen since the recent crop of winter rice has come 
into the market. 

Although the prices of common rice and wheat have now fallen 
below the level they stood at in April, 1897, they are still far 
above the average, and it cannot perhaps be hoped that they will 
fall permanently until the deficiency of food stocks has been made 

ood. 

The imports of wheat into Calcutta from Bengal and Bihar for 
the nine months, April to December, 1897, amounted to 1,33,205 
maunds, as compared with 5,25,039 maunds, the imports of the 
corresponding period of 1896, and an — of 7,45,916 maunds 
for the past five years. Short crops and high prices are the 
explanation of this great fall in the export trade in wheat in 
Bengal and Bihar. 


Paper IN BritisH InpIA. 


According to statistics received at the Board of Trade from the 
India Office, there are ten paper mills in British India—four in the 
Bombay Presidency, four in Bengal, one at Lucknow, and one at 
Gwalior which has ceased to work. Of the ten, three are private 
concerns in the Bombay Presidency, on2 of which has not been at 
work for many years. The others have an aggregate nominal 
capital of Rx. 627,200. The fibrous materials used for making 
paper are chiefly rags, bébui and munj grasses, straw, jute and 
hemp cuttings, and old jute bags and cloth. The quality of the 
papers made is very good, and they have a large and increasing 
sale. Most of the white and blue foolséap and much of the 
blotting paper, notepaper, and envelopes used in the Government 
offices is now obtained from the Indian mills. The total quantity 
of paper made in 1897 was about 39 million lbs.: ten years 
previously it was a little over 18 million lbs, The value of the 
outturn in 1897 is reported at over Rx. 568,000. The number of 
persons employed is 3,532. 

There are a number of small paper works, for the manufacture 
of what is known as country paper, scattered through most 
provinces, but for these petty industries no statistical information 
is available. 


PRODUCTION OF SALT IN Britis# INpDIA. 


According to statistics issued by the India Office, the total 
quantity of salt produced in India in 1897 was over 23} millions 
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of maunds (Indian maund = 82? pounds). This was much less 
than the production of 1895 and 1896, but the production 
fluctuates according to seasonal conditions. This quantity was 
supplemented by 13,300,966 maunds of imported salt, the total 
quantity produced and imported amounting to 37,162,714 maunds, 
over 64 per cent. of the whole being produced in India. Importa- 
tion is practically limited to salt brought to Bengal and Burma 
from England, Germany, other countries in Europe; Aden, Muscat, 
Jeddah, and a few other places. Only a quite insignificant quantity 
is imported elsewhere than in Bengal and Burma, but there is also 
a trifling trans-Himalayan import. The localities where salt is 
manufactured are these :— 


1895. 1896. 1897. 


Maunds. Maunds. Maunds. 
Burma : Coast, and some brine wells in 


Upper Burma ... 525,812 479,459 598,221 
Bengal: Orissa chiefly ... .. 178,460 195,000 162,351 
Northern India :— 
Sambhar 5,375,046 2,715,236 2,382,888 
Panjab minesand Kohat ... ...| 2,635,817 | 2,881,064 1,927,375 
Rajputana sources other than 
Mandi, Sultanpur, Gwalior, and the 
saltpetre refineries... eco oes 338,439 339,275 309,235 


9,769,980 6,910,425 5,473,596 
Sind : Moach (near Karachi), Saran and 

Dilyar deposits ... one 296,835 257,338 280,115 
Bombay : Coast and Runn of Kutch ...| 11,162,639 9,342,839 | 10,768,345 
Madras : East Coast ee . 8,931,840 9,495,776 6,579,120 


Total] 30,865,566 | 26,680,837 | 23,861,748 


Consumption and Revenue. 


In 1897-98, 34,521,723 maunds of salt paid duty, the duty 
realised amounting ‘(exclusive of miscellaneous receipts) to 
Rx. 8,417,447, the quantity being 1-35 per cent. and the duty 2°18 
per cent. more than in the previous year. 


TRADE OF THE CaPE, 


A communication has been received from the Agent-General for 
the Cape of Good Hope, enclosing extracts from the “Cape of 
Good Hope Government Gazette,” from which it appears that the 
value of the imports into the colony for the four months ended 
30th April, 1898, including specie, amounted to 5,729,7671. as 
compared with 6,453,902I. for the corresponding period of 1897. 

With regard to the exports, the total value for the four months 
ended 30th April, 1898, including bullion and specie, was 
7,917,5101., as compared with 6,248,220I. for a like period in 1897. 
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ForTHCOMING EXHIBITION AT GRAHAMSTOWN (Care Cotony). 


According to a report of the American Consul at Cape Town, an 
exhibition is to be heid at Grahamstown, Africa, from December 
15, 1898, to January 21, 1899. i 

It will be known as the South African Industrial and Art 
Exhibition, and is guaranteed by the governors of Cape Colony, 
South African Republic, Orange Free State, and Natal, and the 
high commissioners of Rhodesia and Basutolond. Over 20,0001. 
have been subscribed, and exhibits from all parts of the world have 
been asked. 

There are five classifications of exhibits, viz.: (a) Raw materials ; 
(b) manufactures ; (c) mining and machinery; (d) natural history 
and science ; (e) arts. 

It is believed that to the manufacturers of agricultural imple- 
ments and vehicles, and mining, cotton, woollen, electrical, wood- 
working, brickmaking, sugar, and all other kinds of machinery, 
this exhibition will be invaluable. 


XX.—PROCEEDINGS AND DELIBERATIONS OF THE 
CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


Bradford.—A meeting of the ‘council of this Chamber was held 
on June 29th last, Mr. H. Sutcliffe (president) in the chair. 

A letter had been received from Messrs. William Johnston & Co., 
of Liverpool, drawing attention to the Roumanian half-per-cent. 
tax, which they said was “ gradually but surely driving trade from 
this country to Germany, Austria, Switzerland, &c.” 

Mr. Hoffman said that the secretary had made inquiries, and had 
found that most Bradford goods went into Roumania overland, and 
this duty did not apply. In any case, the matter could be well 
left in the hands of the chambers interested, namely, those of 
Manchester, Liverpool, and Glasgow. . 

A letter had been received from the secretary of the British 
Royal Commission, drawing attention to the Paris Exhibition, and 
forwarding a form of application for space, which must be returned 
before August 20th. It was suggested that the letter might be 
referred to the General Purposes Committee. 

Mr. J. Ephraimson said he was amazed at the disinclination which 
existed to take part in these exhibitions. A great portion of the 
Bradford trade was not flourishing, but that was all the more 
reason why no stone should be left unturned to improve it. With 
the developments which were rapidly taking place in Asia and in 
South Africa, it was imperative that Bradford goods should take 


their stand along with others which would be shown to all the 
-world at this exhibition. He argued that the Chamber should 
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assume the lead in this matter, and that if it did not it was 
—— one of its chief duties. 

t was suggested that circulars should be sent out to the prin- 
cipal merchants and manufacturers, with a view of ascertaining 
whether they were willing to combine to make an effective ex- 
hibition of Bradford goods. The exhibition must be a collective 
one to be effective. 

Bristol— At the last ordinary monthly council meeting of this 
Chamber, Mr. J. Holman in the chair, references were made to 
trade with the West Coast of Africa; British trade with China; 
commercial and technical education ; and the visit of the British 
Association to Bristol. 

Glasgow.—A meeting of the directors of this Chamber was held 

on June 13th last, Mr. J. Galloway, president, in the chair. The 
subjects under discussion were—Fire insurance policies, Indian 
currency ; Clyde defences ; and the telephones. 
_ Hull—The monthly meeting of the Hull Chamber of Com- 
merce and Shipping was held on July 4th last, Mr. M. Campbell 
(vice-president) in the chair. Mr. T. R. Ferens, referring to a 
communication in respect to commercial education, said that 
although his firm (Messrs. Reckitt & Sons) had sixty clerks, not 
one of them could write a French or German letter, and they had 
to employ a German to do their foreign correspondence. Ordinary 
clerks should also become more expert in book-keeping than they 
were. In his opinion, the subject of commercial education was 
one which Chambers of Commerce might take up, as it closely 
concerned their own interest. 

Leeds.—The monthly meeting of this Chamber was held on 28th 
June last, Mr. E. Matheson (president) in the chair. Discussions 
took place on the probable effect of the German commercial treaty 
and on British trade interests in China, especially with regard to 
the opening up of the latter country by railways. 

The secretary remarked that applications for space at the Paris 
Exhibition of 1900 must be made by the 20th August. That 
exhibition differed from that at Brussels, inasmuch as there would 
be no charge for space. 

Leicester—The annual meeting of this Chamber was held on 
June 29th, the president, Mr. W. T. Rowlett, in the chair. In 
moving the adoption of the report and financial statement, the 
president delivered a long address, in which he forcibly pointed 
out the evils of strikes and the danger of workmen being led by 
unwise advisers. In the course of his address he showed how, 
in consequence of these labour troubles, British capital is being 
invested abroad, and is thus being used as a support in the com- 
petition of foreigners with British trade. 

North Shields —A meeting of the North Shields and Tynemouth 
Chamber of Commerce was held on June 21st last, in the Town 
Hall Buildings, North Shields, under the presidency of Mr. Peter 
Brown. The secretary (Mr. Gavin McKelvin) said the Foreign 
Office had greatly increased the usefulness of consular reports, and 
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only that morning he received about 20 of them from different 
countries and districts. He was sorry that that Chamber had 
never given the consideration to them that they merited. 'The 
Chairman said they should urge upon the commercial community 
the necessity there was of making themselves more acquainted 
with the state of commerce'as it is, for there never was a time when 
their commerce was so much threatened as at the present time. 
The other subject that came up for discussion was the manning 


of the Royal Navy and British merchant ships. It was stated that ~ 


several shipmasters were now shipping all British seamen, after 
having carried nearly all foreigners, and it was suggested that the 
only way to increase the number of British seamen vas to carry 
apprentices in all ships and steamers over 600 tons in proportion 
to their tonnage. The benefits to the nation and the shipowner 
would soon be apparent. 

Oldham.—A meeting of the council of this Chamber was held 
on June 20th last. Mr. 8. R. Platt in the chair. 

It was decided to apply to the Associated Chambers of Commerce 
for samples of cotton goods from Mexico and Beira, East Africa. 
The president, on referring to Mexico, said that country was 
coming to the front. It was getting out of its difficulties, financial 
and otherwise, and anything they could possibly do for them 
would be to their mutual advantage. He was strongly of opinion 
that Mexico was a country worth looking after. With regard to 
samples from the countries named, they could not have too 
much information about the cotton goods produced in other parts 
of the world. 

References were also made to trade with China, commercial 
education, the telephone service, &c. 

Walsall_—The monthly meeting of the Council of this Chamber 
was held on 27th June last, Mr. T. A. Smith (president) in the 
chair. 

The President said that a communication had been received 
from the Newport Chamber asking whether Walsall would assist 
them in their attempt to obtain a mitigation of the provisions of 
the Workmen’s Compensation Act. They had asked for an 
immediate reply, and he had written to them saying that they 
would have the sympathy and support of the Walsall Chamber in 
their endeavour to mitigate the severity of the Bill. They were 
getting very clcse to the time when the Bill would come into 
operation, and he thought that every manufacturer who had tried 
to insure had found that the cost was something like 400 per cent. 
more than it was under the old Liability Act. That would cost 
his firm something like £40 or £50 more than had hitherto been 
the case, and in addition to that the manufacturers in the town 
had received circulars withdrawing discounts on the raw material, 


such as iron, coal, &c. That was a very serious matter, and would 


cost his firm from £150 to £200 a year. 
In reply to a question, the President said that it was the cash 
discounts which had been withdrawn. 
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XXI.—RECENT TRADE BLUE BOOKS. 


1. Annual Statement of the Trade of the United Kingdom with 
Foreign Countries and British Possessions, 1897, compared with the 
four preceding years. (OC. 8896). Price 7s. 7d. 

This is the annual detailed statement showing the import, 
export, and transit trade of the United Kingdom for the past year. 
It is stated to be compiled at the Custom House from documents 
* collected by that department, and contains abstract tables 
showing the imports, customs duties, exports and transit in each 
of the last five years. The annual statement for 1897 has been 
considerably enlarged, and the following is a statement of the 
chief alterations which have been made in the volume. 

The tables of general imports, general exports of British and 
Irish produce and manufactures, and general exports of foreign 
and colonial merchandise have been arranged so as to show the 
figures of five years instead of one year only, in order to facilitate 
the work of comparison and reference. Throughout these tables 
the countries from which merchandise is imported, and to which 
it is exported, are shown in much greater detail than in former 


issues. 

Imports. 

Former headings— Present headings— 

Cycles and parts thereof, and Iron and steel manufactures :— 

machinery previously in- d thereof. 

cluded with iron and steel 

manufactures, unenumerated. 
Jute manufactures, formerly Jute manufactures, including 

included with goods manu- piece goods, sacks, and bags. 

factured, unenumerated. 

Hats of straw, formerly entered by the lb., are now shown 
by the dozen. 

Leather, formerly entered by the lb., is now shown by the 
cwt. 

Milk and cream, fresh, formerly entered by the gallon, is now 
shown by the cwt. 

The imports from Liberia are now shown. 


Exports. 
Produce and Manufactures of the United Kingdom. 
The exports to Liberia are now shown. 


Foreign and Colonial Merchandise :— 


Former headings— Present headings— 
Cycles and parts thereof, and Iron and steel manufactures :— 
machinery previously in- = Cycles and parts thereof. 
cluded with iron and steel Machinery. 
manufactures, unenumerated. 
Jute manufactures formerly in- Jute manufactures, including 
cluded with goods manu- piece goods, sacks, and bags. 
factured, unenumerated. 
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. Hats of straw formerly entered by the lb. are now shown 
by the dozen. 
~ Leather formerly entered by the lb. is now shown by the cwt. 

Milk and cream, fresh, fermnerty, entered by the sini is now 
shown by the ewt. 

The exports to Liberia are now shows. , 

Unenumerated articles :—Supplementary tables are given 
‘showing for the first time, in detail, the nature of the imports and 
exports of foreign and colonial merchandise which are comprised 
under the headings “Goods unmanufactured, unenumerated,” 
and “ Goods manufactured, unenumerated,” and for the exports 
of British and Irish produce comprised under the heading ‘ All 
other articles not enumerated, manufactured,” together with the 
aggregate value for each description of article. 

2. Annual Statement of the Navigation and Shipping of the 
United Kingdom for the year 1897. (C. 8884.) Price 3s. 4d. 

This is the annual detailed statement of the shipping of the 
United Kingdom issued by the Board of Trade. It shows the 
number and tonnage of vessels registered at each port in 
the United Kingdom; the entrances and clearances of vessels in 
the foreign and colonial trade of the United Kingdom ;_ the 
number of vessels employed in the home and foreign trades and 
in fishing; the number and tonnage of vessels built at each 
port, &c., the information being in each case for the year 1897. 
Abstract tables are also given, showing the above information in a 
comparative form and for a series of years. 

3. Patent Office. Fifteenth Report of the Comptroller-General of 
Patents, Designs and Trade Marks, with appendices, for the year 
1897. (214.) Price 3d. 

This annual report is issued by the Comptroller of the Patent 
Office in pursuance of the requirements of the 102nd Section of the 
Patents, Designs and Trade Marks Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Vic.,cap. 57). 

The following statement shows the total number of applications 
for patents, designs and trade marks and the number meena in 
each year from 1890 to 1897 :— 


PATENTS. DESIGNS. . TRADE MARKS. 
Year. Specifications. 
4 Patents | Applica-| Regis- | Applica-| Regis- 
tions for 4 
|- Gam Sealed. ] tions. | tered.’ | tions. | tered. 
sional. | plete. 


1890 | 21,309 | 17,901 | 10,674 | 10,646 | 22,553 | 21,107] 10,258 | 6,014 
1891 | 22,878 | 19,361 | 11,072 | 10,643 | 21,950 | 20,880] 10,787| 4,295 
1892 | 24,179 | 20,380 | 11,464 | 11,164] 19,527] 18,601] 9,101 | 3,649 
1893 | 25,107 | 21,185 | 11,902 | 11,600] 19,480] 18,338] 98,675 | 3,522 
1894 | 25,386 | 21374 | 11,991 | 11,699] 22.255] 20,847] 8,013| 2,905 
1395 | 25,062 | 20,698 | 12'553 | 12191} 21.417| 20192] 8272 | 2821 
1896 30,193 | 25,874 | 13360 | 12,473 | 22,849 | 21,727] 9,466} 2,917 
1897 | 30,958 | 26,462 | 15,184 | 14,210 | 20,417] 19,301 | 10,624 | 3,358 

| 


| 
| 
| 
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It is stated in the report that the applications for patents in 
1897 numbered 30,958, of which about 6,000 were for inventions 
connected with cycling. 

The increase in applications for the year 1897 is thus 765, or 
2°5 per cent., as compared with an increase in the year 1896 of 
5,131, or 20°5 per cent. But the growth in 1897, though less in 
= tity, has been apparently of a more substantial quality than 

t of 1896. For, whereas in 1896 the increase was mainly in 
applications accompanied by provisional specifications, in 1897 it 
was mainly in applications accompanied by complete specifications, 
which rose by 677, or 14 per cent., while those accompanied by 
provisionals rose by only 88, or 0:3 per cent. 

The rate of increase in the applications since 1893 has been less 
constant than in preceding years. The number remained almost 
stationary in 1894, fell in 1895, rose with a sudden leap in 1896, 
and rose again, but only slightly, in 1897. In spite of these 
variations, however, the average increase of applications for the 
four years, taken together, is exactly the normal average, viz., 5°7 
per cent. As regards specifications, the total number received in 
1897 shows an increase of 1,862, or 4-9 per cent., upon those of 
1896, and this is the normal rate of increase. 

Women inventors contributed 702, or nearly 2°3 per cent. of 
the total number of applications, about 148 being for inventions 
connected with articles of st and 106 for inventions relating 
to cycling. 

During the year there were 122 applications for amendment of 
specification before the sealing of the patent, and 103 applications 
for amendment after sealing. 

The number of readers frequenting the Patent Office library 
during the year was 111,439, or a decrease of 1,956 as compared 
with the previous year. 35,328 persons availed themselves of its 
use after 4 o'clock. 

The names of ten gentlemen were added to the register of 
Patent Agents during the year, the total number on the register 
on the 3lst December being 242. 

4. Railways (Continuous Brakes) Return by the Railway Com- 
panies of the United Kingdom for the six months ending the 31st 
December, 1897. (C. 8864). Price 1s. 14d. 

This is a periodical return issued by the Railway Department of 
the Board of Trade in pursuance of the Railway Returns (Con- 
tinuous Brakes) Act of 1878. It contains a statement from the 
half-yearly returns of continuous brakes from the 30th June, 1890, 
to the 30th of June, 1897, showing the progress made in the use 
of continuous brakes as well as abstracts of returns showing the 
description of brakes in use on the railways on the 30th June, 
1897, in the United Kingdom, the amount of stock fitted, and the 
number of miles run by trains fitted with each description of 
brake. 

5. Twenty-Highth Annual Report of the Deputy Master and 
Comptroller of the Mint, 1897. (C. 8902). Price 8d 
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In making his annual report to the Secretary of the Treasury, 
the Deputy Master of the Mint remarks that the real and nominal 
value of the Imperial coinages during the year 1897 as compared 
with 1896 and the mean of the ten years 1887-96 has been as 
follows :— 


Mean of 

1897, 1896. ten years, 

1£87-96. 

£ & 

Gold ... ... 1,778,437 4,808,860 6,331,778 
Silver ... — 982.001 1,235,161 1,181,662 
Bronze Was 107,230 122,860 64,835 
Total ... £2,867,668  £6,166,881 £7,578,275 


Taking the Imperial and colonial coinages together, 93,593,853 
pieces were struck during the year, of a total value, real or 
nominal, of 3,431,4131. 16s. 11d. 

The gold received from the Bank of England consisted of ingots 
and light gold coin :— 


Weight. Value. 
Ozs. £ 
43,825°003 170,643 12 1 
Light Coin ................ 696,351-190 2,711,417 8 11 
At nominal value 
2,749,3091.). 


740,176:193 £2,882,061 1 0 


No light gold coin was received at its bullion value during the 
ear. 
r It will be seen that the amount of gold imported into the 
Mint was small, nearly the whole of it consisting of light gold 
coin, which was somewhat in excess in nominal value over that 
received in either of the two immediately preceding years. 
The gold coin issued during the year consisted of— 


Sovereigns ... sas hes £42,060 
£1,820,497 


but of this amount, the whole of the sovereigns were coined in 
1896, and remained unissued until 1897, and thus not a single 
sovereign was coined in the latter year, a fact which is remarkable 
as it was the year of Her Majesty’s Jubilee, when it might have 
been expected that there would have been a brisk demand for 
ieces of this denomination. Any sovereigns in circulation 
ring the date of 1897 must, therefore, have proceeded from the 
Branch Mints at Melbourne and Sydney. 
6. Siateenth Annual Report of the Fishery Board for Scotland, 
being for the year 1897. Part I. (C. 8872). Price 1s. 3d. 
This is the annual report of the Fishery Board for Scotland on the 


| 

| 
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Sea Fisheries for that part of the United Kingdom. It contains 
details as to the quantity and value of the various kinds of fish 
landed on the coasts of Scotland during the year 1897; also as to 
the curing, branding and export of herrings. 

In the report it is stated that more than 80,000 persons took an 
active part in one branch or another of the Scottish fishing industry 
during 1897 ; over 11,600 boats. and vessels were employed on the 
fishing grounds, and landed catches to a total value exceeding 
1,710,000/., the sum realised for which when disposed of, either in 
a fresh state or cured, exceeding 2,284,000/. In addition, em- 
ployment was given to more than 186,000 tons of shipping and 
about 10,500 men in the exportation and importation of cured fish 
and importation of curing material. 

The statistics of the Scottish sea fishing for 1897 present some 
remarkable features of interest, especially as regard the herring 
fishery. On the East Coast the great summer herring fishing, 
which is the chief source from which the bulk of the Scottish 
fishermen derive their means of livelihood, was a pronounced 
failure so far as the catch was concerned, but owing to the system of 
auction sales. now almost universally adopted, the prices realised 
were much above the average, and the pecuniary results were, - 
therefore, from the fisherman’s point of view, fairly satisfactory. 

7. Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries (England and Wales). 
Thirty-Seventh Annual Report of the Inspectors of Fisheries 
(England and Wales) for 1897: (C. 8875.) Price 9d. 

This return contains the report for the year 1897 on the Salmon 
and Freshwater fisheries of England and Wales made by the 
Inspectors under the Fisheries Act. In the appendices which are 
attached are given in full special reports on inquiries instituted 
during the year by the inspectors, together with the abstracts of 
returns of licence duties, annual returns and annual accounts of 
boards of conservators, return of water bailiffs, prosecutions, &c., 
table of limits of fishery districts, close season, rod licence duties, &c. 

8. Gas Companies (Metropolis). Accounts of the Metropolitan Gas 
Companies for the year 1897. . (243.) Price 3d. 

Tkis is an annual statement issued by the Board of Trade in 
compliance with the Metropolis Gas Act, 1860 (23 and 24 Vict., 
cap. 125); the Gas Light and Coke Company’s Act, 1876 (39 and 
40 Vict., cap. 225); the South Metropolitan Gas Light and Coke 
Company’s Act, 1876 (39 and 40 Vict., cap. 229); and the Com- 
mercial Gas Act, 1875 (38 and 39 Vict., cap. 200). 

It contains the accounts of the Gas Light and Coke Company, 
the South Metropolitan Gas Company, and the Commercial Gas 


Company for each half of the year 1897. 
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XXII.—STATISTICAL TABLES. 
I.—ForEIGN TRADE OF THE UNITED KinGpDom. 


Statement of the Imports into and of the Exports from the 
Unitep Kinepom during the Month and Six Months ended 30th 
June, 1898, compared with the corresponding periods of. the 
year 1897. 

Montu June. 


I. Imports rrom Foreian Countries AND BritisH Possessions. 


Month ended 
30th June. 
—_ Increase. | Decrease. 
1898. 1897, 
£ 2 £ £ 
I. Animals, living (for 986,787 | 1,177,114 ~ 240,327 
15,196,692 |12,879,583 | 2,317,109 _ 
(B) ‘of food and “drink, 
1,725,622 | 1,754,745 29,123 
Tobacco, dutiable ... | 167,755 | 254,610 86,855 
IIT. Metals .. 1,994,529 | 1,881,128 | 113,401 _ f 
Chemicals, dyestuffs ‘and “tanning 
substances . 479,388 401,507 77,881 _ 
Oise 785,278 | 620,226 | 115,047 _ 
VI. materials for textile manu- 
4,889,464 | 4,498,012 | 891,452 _ 
VII. for sundry industries 
and manufactures .. 4,487,625 | 5,025,197 _ 537,572 
VIII. Manufactured articles | 7,814,696-| 6,735,310 | 579,386 
IX. (A.) Miscellaneous articles... see 976,990 | 1,044,379 _ 67,389 | 
(B.) Parcel post ... ... -:127,484 49,998 77,486 


Total value ... ... (89,082,805 |36,321,809 | 2,710,496 | — 


II. Exports or British anp Irish AND MANUFACTURES. 


£ £ £ £ 
I. Animals, living | 107,751 | 96634) 1117, — 
II. Articles of food and drink ... | 1,029,575 | 948,896 | 80,749, — 
III, Raw materials 1,715,591 | 1,683,925 | 31,666, — 


IV. Articles manufactured and partly 
manufactured, viz. :— 

(A.) Yarns and ‘textile fabrics... 7,521,062 | 7,885,707 _ 364,645 
(B.) Metals and articles manufac- 
tured therefrom (except machinery)} 2,820,557 | 2,793,784 Rn 


(C.) Machinery and millwork _... | 1,835,996 | 1,485,002 
(D.) Apparel and articles of per-| . 

sonal use... 750,874 | 674,798 76,076 — 
(E.) Chemicals and chemical and 

medicinal preparations... 678,061 | 628,031 50,030 _ 


(F.) All other articles, either manu- 
factured or partly 2,801.203 | 2,751,040 50,163 
(G.) Parcel post ... a 153,026 | 142,250 10,776 - 


Total value ... ... (19,413,696 |79,089,997 | 323,699) — 


IIT. Exports or anp CoLoniAL Propuce. 


£ £ £ 
Total value ... 5,617,008 | 5,451,789 | 165,214 


q 

£ 
j 
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I.—Foreign TRADE oF THE UniTeED KincpomM—continued. 


Six Montus ENDED 30TH June. 


I. Imports From Foreign Countries AND BritisH Possessions. 


Six months ended 
June. 
——— Increase. | Decrease. 
1898, 1897. 
£ £ £ £ 
Animals, living (for food) ... 5,496,349 | 5,573,565 77,216 
Articles of food and drink, duty 
...|88,632,385 |73,118,926 |10,513,409 | — 
Articks ‘of food drink, 
Tobacco, dutiable 1,764,314 | 1,883.415 119,101 
III. Metals ... 11) 020, 699 10,744,619 276,080 
IV. Chemicals, dyestuffs, “and “tanning 
‘substances .., 8,270,789 | 3,750,226 479,437 
8,961,974 | 3.508.157 | 453,817; — 
VI. Raw materials for textile manufac- 
tures }41,1€9,875 |42 207,623 _ 1,038,248 
VII. Raw materials fur sundry in industrie: 
and manufactures ... .-.|21,431,598 121,892,368 460,770 
VIII. Manufactured articles «+-|44,252,022 |43,267.463 984,559 
IX, Miscellaneous articles ... 7,161,546 | 6,877,675 282,871 
Parcel post 747,906 488 034 259,872 
Total va'ue... /235,995,751|225,245 246) 10,750,505 


II. Exports or British anp Irish Propuce aND MANUFACTURE. 


£ £ 
I. Animals, living .| 645,922 | 494,604 51,318 _ 
IL. Articles of food and drink .--| 5,090,963 | 5,289,741 198,778 
Raw materials .. 9,294,312 | 9,502,599 208,287 
IV. Articles manufactured ind partly 
manufactured, viz. :— 
(A.) Yarns and textile fabrics +--/46,412,871 |49,489,709 _ 8,076,838 
(B.) Meta's and articles manu‘ac- 
tured therefrom (except mzchiuery)| 16,284,265 |16,954,293 670,028 
(C.) Machizery and miilw rk 8,514 816 | 8,729 237 214,421 
(D.) Apperci end articles of persons) 
(E.) Chemicals and chemical ane 
medicinal preparaticns 4,391,846 | 4,631,705 239,859 
(F.) Ail other articles, either mauu- 
factured cr partly manufactured ...|16,5'8.159 |16,706 865 a 158,706 
(G.) Parcel pest 982,065 | 957,018 25,047 
Total value... 112,508 179|117,410,452 4,902 273 
III. Exports or Foreran anp Cotontat Propvce. 
£ £ £ 
Total value... 32,364,638 391,076 


| 
| 
| 
° 
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II.—Corn PRIcEs. 


of the Quantities soLp and Averace Prices or Britisu 
Corn, ImpertaL Mzasure, as received from the Inspectors and 
Officers of Excise during the under-mentioned periods. 


Periods. Wheat, Barley. Oats. 
Quantities sold. 
Qrs. bus, Qrs. bus. Qrs. bus. 
Week ended 4th June, 1898 =... 80,484 6 785 8,903 1 
ool 168 4 4,282 6 
Corresponding month in 1897 160,556 6 5,723 0 15,435 7 
” ” 18086. 90683 4,626 2 17,105 \ 
Average Prices. 
Week ended 4th June, 1898 46 3 26 10 
45 4 25 8 20 11 
2th » 40 8 24 20 7 
48 7 2 8 20 8 
April 36 27. 69 18 2 
February 5, 85 1 27.9 7 
January 4, 34. 27.7 17 2 
December, 1897 6 38 1 9 
November ,, 839 6 3 6 
October 32. 28 4 16 1 
September ,, 83 27 11 il 
August 30 38 19 7 
at 8 18 0 
% 20 8 14 10 
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III.—EMIGRATION.—JUNE, 1898. 
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Return of the Numsers, Nationauities, and Destinations of the 
Passencers that left the Unrrep Kixeapom for Paces out of 
Evrore during the Month ended 30th June, 1898, and the 
six Months ended 30th June, 1898, compared with the 
corresponding periods of the previous Year. 


Total 
United | Britich N.| Austral-| of G All 
Nationalities. | other Total. 
States. | America. . | Hoy d sponding 
Natal. | Places. period, 
1897. 
Month ended 30th June 
English ... «| 3,211 | 1,648 | 504 870 | 5387 | 6,770 | 6,212 
Scotch See ove 472 228 96 195 67 1,058 1,357 
Irish ~ oie 2,852 111 49 75 22 2,609 2,731 
Total of British 
origin...  ...| 6,035 1,987 649 1,140 626 | 10,437 10,200 
Foreigners =m 2,958 1,181 30 384 155 4,708 4,570 
Nationalities not 
distinguished .. 21 6 7 = 139 173 160 
Total ... fine 9,014 8,174 686 1,524 920 15,318 14,930 
Total for corre- 
ing 9,695 | 2,138 739 | 1,632 726 | 14,930 ms 
month, 1897 
Six months ended 30th June. 
English ... ...| 16,683 | 7,417 | 8,618 | 6,549 | 3,851 | 38,118 | 38,224 
Scotch ... ...| 2802 929 | 505 | 1,652 | 562 | 6,450 6,026 


Irish eee oe 
Total of British 


Total for corre- 
1897 


16,266 412 339 566 143 


17,726 | 19,733 


85,751 | 8,758 | 4,457 | 8,767 | 4,556 
19,691 | 4,712 98 | 2577 | 778 


129 27 13 — | 1,281 


62,289 63,983 
27,851 26 034 
1,400 1,356 


55,571 | 18,497 | 4,568 | 11,844 | 6,560 


57,400 | 10,243 | 4606 | 12,519 | 6,605 


91,540 | 91,373 


91,373 ove 


Norr.—The above being made up at the eurliest possible date after the close of each 


| 
| 
Ri 
: - 
Al 
] 
Al 
A 
A 
origin ove T 
Nationalities _ not 
distinguished oo . — 
a 
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IV.—A.iEn ImmicraTion—JunE, 1898. 


Return of the Nomper of Auens that arrived from the Continent at Ports t in the 
Unirep Kinepom during the Month and Six Months ended 30th June, 1898, 
compared with the corresponding Periods of the previous Year. 

{Compiled from the Atren Lists received by the Customs under Act. 
re ae 6 Will. 4, c. 11, sec. 2.) 


Gothenburg, - 
Hamburg. Rotterdam. Other 
Bremen, and 1, | Christiania, | Dieppe. | Continental Total. 
Bremerhaven. | and Antwerp. ietlansend. Ports. 


1898. | 1897. | 1898. | 1897. | 1898. | 1897. | 1898. | 1897, | 1898. | 1897. | 1898. | 1897. 


Month ended 30th June. 


Aliens not stated to be en 
route to America or other 
places out, of the United 
om : 
Arrived at London «| 1,883) 1,17 306 269 1 1 ee 414 612} 2,239) 2,201 
” Grimsby hes 108; 1 ll 27 ll oad 18 168 185 
o Hull ... ‘ 71 73 77 57 ooo 121 158 308 
ea Tyne Ports . 25 44 25}. ine saa 181 203; 412 517 
Leith... 122 66 82 56 22 39 311 165 
” Newhaven .. on eee eee 557 715 557 715 
aa er ports . 148 11 37 35 128 a ale 288 286 601 530 
Total 1,807) 1,63: 539) 485 556 557] 557 1,187| 1,816) #4,596) 44,705 
Aliens en route to America 
or other places out of the 
United Kingdom : 
Arrived at Grimsby 50 16 95 67 250 tt as 151 51 546 525 
” Hartlepool 
238} 280 1 2} 456] 498) 689} 740) 1,384) 1,470 
” Leith ... ese 5 1 oon 93) 72 98 73 
” Other ports . 15 99 7 273} 199) 394) 244 
Total 358 320 195 69 718 901)... ae 1,206] 1,062} 2,477) 2,852 


Total of Aliens en route and 
of Aliens not stated to be , 
en route to America or other | } 2,165) 1,952 734 554) 1,274 1,458) 557 715) 2,348) 2,378) 7,073) 7,057 

out, of the United 


Six months ended 30th June. 


Aliens not stated to be en 
route to America or other 

laces out of the United 

ingdom :* 
Total No.... 8,717) 7,099) 2,747}. 2,465) 3,183) 3,072) 4,376] 4,731) 5,768) 5,923) $24,791) +23,290 
Aliens en route to America 
or other places out of the 
United Kingdom : : 
‘otal No.... 2,684) 1,981 660) 501) 6,337] 7,118 7,1 6,945) 16,832) 16,545 


Total of Aliens en route and 
of Aliens not stated to be i . 
en route to America or other |'|.11401| 9,080} 3,407], 2,966} 9,520) wo] 4,402) 4,731] 12,893) 12,868) $41,623) $39,835 


Rimes out of the United 


* The distinction made in this Return between “ Aliens not stated to be en, route to America, or other places out of the 
United Kingdom,” and “ Aliens en route to America, §c.,” is due to the fact that a large number of Aliens who arrive 
Jrom Continental ports are reported to be on the way to places out of the United Kingdom, and it is considered desirable 
to record this fact. But it is not thereby implied that the ‘‘ Aliens not stated to be en route to America, §c.’’ come to this 
country for settlement, there being in fact a large emigration of foreigners from this country, while many of the Aliens 
arriving from Continental ports return to the Continent. (See Annual Report on Emigration and Immigration, No. 154, 
Sess. 1898, and Monthly Emigration Returns.) é . 
+The ports from which Alien Lists are received are Aberdeen Belfast, Bristol, Dover, Dublin, Folkestone, Glasgow, 
Goole, Grangemouth, Granton, Greenock, Grimsby, Harwich, Hull, Kirkcaldy, Leit Tavenpoet Londo: Middlesbrou 
Newcastle, Newhaven, North Shields, South Shields, Southampton, Sunderland, and West tiepoo e lists recei 
from | Newhaven, and Southampton show only deck passengers and’ persons who, after landing, 
y train as class passengers. 
+ The number of sailors included with the Aliens who arrived pod in the United Kingdom not en route to places out 
of the United Kingdom in the month of June, 1898, was 944, and 859 in the same month of 1897; in the six months 


ended June, 1898, the number was 6,232, and in the same months of 1897 the number was 5,590. 
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V.—BAnKRUPTCY.— ENGLAND AND WALES. 


Nomper of Receiving Orpers GazeETTeD in the under-mentioned 
Periods and in the under-mentioned Principal Trades and Occupa- 


tions. 
Six Months 
June. ended June. 
1898, | 1897. | 1898. | 1897. 
No. No. No. No. 
Total gazetted ... ooo ovo eee ove 872 831 2,153 2,045 
Number gazetted in principal trades and occupa- 
Grocers, &c. 30 22 150 135 
Publicans and hotel keepers, &c. ical eae 29 17 129 107 
Bui ove ooo ove ove ove ooo 17 19 106 117 
11 18 79 87 
Bakers ooo 11 9 77 55 
Boot and shoe ‘manufacturers and. dealers a 18 i 67 66 
Greengrocers, fruiterers,&c. ... ee 13 3 52 28 
Decorators, painters, plumbers, &c. ° os 8 8 43 42 
oe ooo 8 5 43 46 
9 4 40 36 
Agents, commission and ove o 7 7 89 32 
Fishmongers, poulterers, > oo tee 5 4 35 21 
ks, commercial and general woe oo 6 5 33 22 
Confectioners 2 2 29 19 
Corn, flour, seed, hay, and straw merchants 
and ers ove <oo 2 3 24 19 
Coal and coke merchants and dealers .. 8 -- 24 27 
J watchmakers, importers, silver 
&c. ove 8 3 23 15 
dealers and makers 4 3 21 21 
Travellers, commercial, 2 4 20 15 
Cabinet makers and Upholsterers» 4 1 18 15 
Troumongers... ose 5 3 18 14 
Carpenters and j joiners eos ove ooo o 1 2 16 17 
Gardeners, florists, &c. ... ove 2 4 16 19 
Saddlers and harness makers _... coo eee 8 5 16 13 
Bicycle, &c., manufacturers and dealers ove 3 1 16 5 
taurant, coffee and eating-housekeepers oe 1 
Merchants . oon “ie 1 2 15 10 
Provision merchants, ae 1 5 15 21 
Stationers 2 15 10 
Directors and promoters of ‘public. companies ... 3 1 15 9 
Officers in Army ove 4 3 14 10 
China, glass, nA earthenware, &e., dealers... 4 1 14 4 
Blacksmiths, farriers, &c,... 3 4 18 8 
omnibus and fly proprietors eve 1 
Printers and publi ows ove -f — 8 12 10 
Clothiers, outfitters, &c. 1 12 11 
Curriers, tanners, and leather merchants woe 1 1 12 11 
Doctors of medicine, 1 1 12 5 
Generaldealers ... ... 2 6 12 21 
Millers im 1 12 9 
Woollen merchants and manufacturers... ... 5 3 12 19 
gineers founders, ove eee 
Hairdressers ... 3 9 11 


| 
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BANKRUPTCY.--ENGLAND AND WaLES—continued. 
Six Months 
Jom. ended June. 
1898. | 1897, | 1898. | 1897. 
Number gazetted in principal trades and occupa-| No, No. No. No. 
tions—cont, : 

Wheel hts eee ove ooo see eee 2 3 9 13 
Cattle and pigdealers 2 1 9 9 
Chemists, druggists and chemical manufacturers 2 f 9 10 
Carriers, carmen, lightermen and hauliers _... 8 4 9 15 
Schoolmasters and schoolmistresses_... of 1 8 8 
Milliners, dressmakers, &c. — 2 8 11 
Timber merchants and wood dealers ose 2 8 8 9 
Architects and surveyors ... ose ol oo 7 4 
Fishing smack owners, and masters ... 1 2 7 6 
Stone, marble and monumental masons, &c, ... | 2 7 8 
Hosiers, glovers, &c. 2 1 7 10 
Brokers, stock and share ... — 1 6 8 
Wine and spirit merchants, &c. ... seo Bs 1 — 6 13 
Cotton spinners and manufacturers’... 1 5 
Lodging-house keepers... 2 2 8 11 


VI.—Exrort oF LivE ANIMALS FROM IRELAND TO 


GREAT BRITAIN. 


Return of the Number of ANIMALS exported from IrELanp to GREAT 
Britain during the Month and Six Months ended 30th 
June, 1898, compared with the corresponding Periods of the 


Year 1897. 

Six Months 
June. ended June. 

Animals, 
1898, 1897. | 1898. | 1897. 
No. No. No. No. 
Cattle ... 48,987 | 51,023 | 297,923 | 264,647 
Sheep one ove eve 111,883 | 122,995 | 288,834 | 218,521 
Swine... odd 22,808 | 27,165 | 309,502 | 346,186 
Horses... 8,584 | 3,447 | 19,256 | 19,142 
Mules or Jennets .. 4 14 22 
Asses = aap 456 883 | 1,288 | 41,510 
Total ... 187,894 | 195,755 | 864,724 | 852,468 
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VII.—FisHEerRY STATISTICS.—ENGLAND AND WALES. 


Statement of the Toran Quantity and of the Fisu returned ag 
landed on the EnetisH and Wetsu Coasts from the fishin 
grounds during the Month and Six Months ended 30th 
June, 1898, compared with the corresponding Periods of the 


Year 1897. 
. Six Months ended 
June. June. 
1898. 1897. 1898. 1897, 
QUANTITY 
Cwts.  Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. 
6,047 5,328 32,270 31,925 
Prime fish not separately distinguished... _... 3,580 4,351 14,946 15,724 
Total prime fish 18,293 16,279 96,189 94,635 
Cod 39,175 $4,359 301,013 304,457 
Haddock 204 192,380 1,277,477 1,183,309 
Halibut 15,550 14,090 44,061 43,012 
Herrings 29,394 20,582 112,015 77,747 
Ling 8,703 8,848 68,758 56,348 
Mackerel 86,299 61,467 300,225 347,952 
Plaice .. ale 68,501 71,674 338,132 357,722 
14 7 18,448 26,526 
not distinguished, except 
separately 99,325 74,643 569,902 484,286 
527,135 3,219,108 | 3,027,482 
Shell fish :— No. No. No. No. 
574,657 || 4,349,602 | 2,919,508 
Oysters ose 1,980,000 1,603,000 13,631 000 14,553,000 
Cwts. Cwts. Owts. Cwts. 
a 33,294 36,773 251,561 222,247 
VALUE 
Brill Fore 510 738 
48,989 | 36,380) 979521 | 263,549 
“| 20,598 17,392 133,780 125,712 
Prime fish not separately distinguishei... 9,979 11,184 40,544 42,258 
78,413 68,028 481,355 456,257 
Cod 21,595 21,629 209,951 199,103 
Haddock 113,291 96,566 851.154 760,826 
Halib ee ae 1 0,749 7 87,227 
16,473 13,092 41,444 | 28,568 
Mackerel 56,566 41,205 ,992 253,939 
Pilchards 1 832 
Plaice~ ... 69,289 70,352 426,945 $34,538 
6 3 2,654 8,771 
distinguished, shell 
eParately distinguished, except shell! | 60,876 || 395,067 | 348,984 
Total... | 400,261 || 2,820,960 | 2,651,762 
Shell fish :— 
11,564 11,554 66,681 60,868 
Total value of fish landed ... pa «| 501,884 $28,734 2,992,835 2,792,063 


Nore.—The — —— are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. The values given 
the actual values returned by the local officers at each place. 
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VIII.—Fisuery Sratistics.—ScorLanp. 


Statement of the Tora, Quantity and Vatve of the Fis returned as 
landed on the Scorcu Coasts during the Month and Six 
Months ended 30th June, 1898, compared with the corre- 

_ sponding Periods of the Year 1897. 


Six Months ended 
June. 
1898. 1897. 1898, 1897. 
Quanriry. 
Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. Cuts. 
Soles(Lemon Soles)... 2,052 1,736 7,257 6,096 
Turbot ... ooo 636 456 2,639 2,289 
Eel (Conge 1,096 936 11,204 16 
Flounder, Plaic, 5,729 6,408 33,456 32 991 
Halibut, 4 4,446 16,254 19,041 
Herrings 736,924 653,391 || 1,063,776 |- 1,046,708 
1,033 525 1 8 
Saith (Coal Fish) 29,818 | 20,260 17,153 59,798 
8,520 7,077 47,382 
‘orsk (Tusk). Dee 1,319 765 6,919 5,799 
Whiti 4 mn ci sc 2,993 2,827 18,621 16,435 
Fish no b separa distinguish except 
vee 5,972 4,417 32,487 24,901 
844,666 2,144,688 | 2,258,065 
Shell fish :— No. No. No. No. 
Crabs ote deo 373,623 $76,999 2,771,811 2,439,298 
Cwts. Cuts. Cwts. Cwts. 
Clams bea 130 208 6,752 9,805 
Mussels = 7,217 10,358 90,266 153,053 
Other shell fish... 5,429 3,863 . 36,696 31,671 
VALUE. 
Soles Games. 3,261 3,259 15,475. 14,135 
ai 1, 939 7,082 6,462 
Cod és wee bos veal 18,530 17,226 137,862 121,143 
Eel (Conger) 486 535 6,163: 4,963 
Plaice, Briil eee eee 5,869 7,111 35,441. 35,402 
Haddock 24,320 1651 224,278 227,807 
Halibut 3,942 20,9 9995 
Herrings am 166,880 106,149 258,518 186, 
; 4,204 9,964 28,018 35,585 
Mack 372 329 : 
Saith (Coal Fish) . as 3,201 1,680 8,380 5,891 
Sparli: 
Torsk (Tusk) . 
iting is 1,494 1,433 10,907 8,728 
Fish not se tin, except shell 
fish 1,363 979 7,634: |» 5,353 
Shell fish :— 
Crabs... eee ove ove oes 1,881 2,514 “13,779 12,773 
eee ove one 20 31 970 1,392 
Mussels... 403 574 4,954 
Total value of fishlanded... ... «..| 244,812 187,505 823,243 739,059 
Nore.—The above figures are eubject to correction in the Annual Returns, 
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1X.—FisHEry Sratistics. — IRELAND. 


Srarement of the Toran Quantity and Va.ve of the Fis returned 
as landed on the Irish Coasts during the Month and Six 
Months ended 30th June, 1898, compared with the corresponding 
Periods of the Year 1897. 


Jane, Six ended 
1898. 1897. 1898. 1897. 
QUANTITY 
Cwts Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. 
Soles .. » ‘ 387 191 1,630 1,261 
Turbot .. ; 131 142 950 659 
Total prime fish o 518 333 2,580 1,920 
1,614 1,329 38,549 28,923 
Haddock 1,086 1,472 10,802 13,536 
Hens 22,357 2,873 16,788 
errings 
"536 1,129 13,339 12,976 
hiting 614 525 5,159 3,797 
Fish not se distinguished, excep’ 
shell fish wd 6,739 5,135 36,786 24,393 
Total ... 57,903 506,125 314,897 
No. No. No. No. 
Shell fish :— 
Lobsters... . 50,696 36,506 88,812 72,305 
— 117,333 121,150 
Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. 
VALUE. 
Soles 1,138 624 5,967 3,268 
Turbot . an 441 3,699 2,128 
Total prime fish 1,527 1,065 9,666 5,396 
775 7 14,213 10,941 
Haddock 1,070 6,926 400 
‘él "608 5,919 4,788 
erel 17,017 12,787 100,518 84,600 
Sprats 12 21 
iti 332 318 2,726 2,393 
Fish not separately distinguish: excep’ 
30,294 20,256 170,024 132,716 
Shell fish :— 
Crabs one ooo lll 115 289 
Lobsters lal a 1,368 1,033 2,775 2,301 
227 273 1,858 1,709 
1,706 1,421 5,222 $,536 
Total value of fish landed os sais eh 32,000 21,677 175,246 137,252 


Note—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. The values 
are the actual values returned by the local officers at each place. _ 
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X.—Cortron 1898. 


Return of the Number of Bates of Corron Imporrep and Exporrsp, 
Forwarpep from Ports to Intanp Towns, and ReturneD to 
Ports during the Month and Six Months ended 30th June, 1898, 
compared with the corresponding Periods of the Year 1897. 

Month of Six Months ended 
June June. 
1898. 1897. 1898, 1897. 
IMPORTs. 
No. No. No. No. 

American ide ese 151,927 68,730 1,980,880 1,486,890 

Brazilian... ; 12,037 16,411 65,659 

East Indian... ... 10,439 9,726 28,809 64,017 

Egyptian... 13,882 15,707 219,872 201,701 

Miscellaneous ... ... 8,864 6,098 27,222 25,532 
a 181,112 112,296 2,267,194 1,843,799 

Exports. 

American oa see 23,797 20,480 159,962 132,216 

Brazilian... 100 1,300 570 3,000 

East Indian... ... 4,011 5,045 11,297 28,640 

Egyptian eae eee 10,402 14,664 59,940 50,854 

= Miscellaneous ... ae 743 5,908 8,188 10,577 
89,053 47,397 239,957 225,287 
FORWARDED from Ports to INLAND Towns. 

American on ove 203,400 170.911 1,441,504 1,315,074 

Brazilian... ... 0... 1,907 8,814 12,814 35,492 

East Indian ae oe 4,009 5,154 11,984 36,480 

Egyptian 18,982 18.062 164,879 153,815 

eous ... eos 6,741 5,258 46,370 54,224 
280,089 208,199 1,677,001 1,595,085 


FORWARDED from INLAND Towns to Ports, 


American 537 269 2,813 1,514 

in? ees 60 50 242 214 


Total ane 597 319 2,555 1,768 


| 
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oF ImMporTs AND Exports. 


STaTEMENT of the Imports and Exports into and trot’ the under- 

“" “mentioned Counrrigs in the latest Month for which Returns 
have been received, with Aggregates for the Period of the Year, 
including such latest Month. 


Note. —Franc = 9;5d.; Milreis = 4s. 6d.; Lira = 9,d.; 
~~@ulden = 1s. 8d.; Drachma = 9;d.; L. Egyptian = Os. 6}d.; 
Dollar = 4s. 2d. 


I.—Imports. 


Value for the Month. tor Posted of the 
Name of Country. | {atest 

1898. 1897. 1898. 1897. 
France May ...| Frs. ... 386,021,000 | 310,742,000 | 1,860,165,000 | 1,639,665,000 
Portugal .. ...| April ...| Milreis... 4,049,000 3,716,000 | 14,871,000 | 15,943,000 
Italy... ... May ...| Lire... 139,849,000 | 113,073,000 | 554,743,000 | 480,455,000 
Austria-Hungary ...| May ...| Gulden 78,804,000 | 61,017,000 | 364,078,000 | 298,750,000 
Greece | Mar. ...| Drehms. 12,559,000 7,794,000 | 34,963,000 | 22,922,000 
692,000 759,000 1,530,000 1,604,000 
United States ...| May ..| Dollars 53,259,000 | 79,358,000 || 274,575,000 | 367,622,000 
Mele... 3,713,000 2,987,000 6,807,000 6,256,000 
British India* ...| April ...| Rupees... 5,25,83,166 | 5,59,65,438 = 


II.—Exports. 


France ...__...| May -...| Frs. ... 243,879,000 | 352,546,000 || 1,376,612,000 | 1,509,562,000 
Portugal ......| April ...| Milreis 2,444,000} 2,467,000 || ~—9,101,000 | 
Italy .. ... May ...| Lire... 112,142,000 | 95,047,000 || 473,999,000 | 461,705,000 
Austria-Hungary :..| May ...| Gulden 65,562,000 | 6,692,000 || 307,142,000 | 314,456,000 
Greece Mar. ...| Drehms.... 4,615,000] 5,170,000 || 15,384,000 | _18,117,000 
Egypt... ...  ...| Feb. LE. ... 1,229,000] 1,410,000 2,526,000 | 2,666,000 
United States ...| May ..| Dollars 110,239,000 | 77,871,000 || 525,953,000 | 416,575,000 
9,989,000} 9,628,000 || 20,465,000 | 20,123,000 
British India* April Rupees 9,53,15,762 7,22,02,871 


The above figures are subject to revision in the Annual Returns, 


Nore.—The figures are those of the “special” imports and exports, except in ‘the case of 

Bulgaria, the United States, Mexico, and British India, where the figures are “ general.” 
” means, in the case of imports, imports for home consumption; in the case of exports, 

ey of domestic produce and manufacture only. 

_.. *Dhe aggregate figures are for the financial year commencing Ist April. 
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XII.—ForeIGN TrapDE or BritisH Inpra. 


Imports Inro British InpDIA FROM FoREIGN COUNTRIES. 


April. 
-_ Increase. Decrease. 
1897. 1898. 
R R R R 
I.—Animals, living... 8,033 4,819 3,214 
II.—Articles of food and drink— { 
Sugar ... eos 31,91,935 30,15,436 1,76,499 
Other articles... ese 46,83,416 35,18,089 11,65,377 
III.—Metals and Manufactures of— 
Hardware and cutlery (in- 
cluding plated ware)... 12,85,218 12,13,489 71,729 
Machinery and millwork ...| 31,93,656 91,61,975 10,31,681 
Railway plant and rolling- 
stock (other than Govern- 
ment stores) 30,54,673 17,34,533 13,20,140 
IV.—Chemicals, drugs, medicines 
and narcotics, tan- 
ning materials 17,80,964 14, 75,262 me 3,05,702 
V.—Oils — 
Mineral || 89,94,436 20,92,029 19,02,407 
VI.—Raw materials and unmanu- 
factured articles 15,72,485 15,28,769 43,716 
VII.—Articles manufactured and 
partly manufactured— 
Coton yam 25,55,911 23,28,231 2,27,680 
Cotton piece goods .., | 1,74,79,878 2,08,06,835 33,26,957 
Other articles 77,98,496 77,78,521 ose 19,975 
Total of all Imports ... | 5,59,65,438 5,25,83,166 ae 33,82,272 
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XII.—ForeIGN TrRaDE oF BritisH InDIA—continued. 


Exports oF INDIAN PropUCE AND MANUFACTURE FROM BritIsH 
Inp1a TO FoREIGN CouNTRIES. 


[July 1898, 


April. 
pen Increase. Decrease. 
1897. 1898. 
R R R R 
I.—Animals, living ... 76,841 1,18,365 41,524 
1.—Arrticles of food and drink— 
Rice 85,42,095 1,74,35,984 88,93,889 
Wheat ... 3,47,801 1,09,23,719 1,05,75,918 
Tea 3,87,993 3,64,887 23,106 
Other articles... $2,52,421 41,71,761 9,19,340 
III.—Metals and Manufactures of ... 1,46,391 98,613 Ss 47,778 
Iv.—Chemicals, 4 medicines 
and narcotics, dyeing and 
tanning materials— 
Opium ... 48,14,860 37,48,611 10,66,249 
Indigo ... 11, 11,382 16,19,614 5,08,232 
Other articles... 16,97 ,044 11,92,898 5,04,146 
V.—Oils ... 5,50,582 6,89,708 1,39,126 
VI.—Raw materials and unmanu- 
factured articles— 
Cetton ... 1,37,19,190 1,25,33,105 11,86,085 
Jute 44,05,827 47,93,356 3,87,529 
Oilseeds 43,23,902 87,35,394 44,11,492 
Other articles... 1,00,01,516 | 1,07,35,497 7,33,981 se 
VII.—-Articles manufactured and 
partly manufactured — 
Cotton yarn ... 43,59,105 53,32,206 9,73,101 
Cotton piece goods ... 6,37,146 6,79,208 42,062 
Other articles... 1,13,70,036 95,49,246 18,20,790 
Total of all Exports ... | 6,97,44,132 9,27,22,172 2,29,78,040 
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XXIII.—LIST OF DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR 
REPORTS. 


ANNUAL SERIEs. 


Reports of the Annual Series, 1898, have been issued from Her 
Majesty’s Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the following places, 
and may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, East 
Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 

Nore.—The date inst each place indicates the year to which 
reference is made in the Report. 


No. Place. Price. 
2020 Montevideo... (1896-97) «o| Id 
2023 Odessa (1897) eas 
2026 Berlin «. (Estimates—1898-99) ... 
2027 Rouen (1897) Lid. 
2030 New Orleans ... (1897) «co | 
2036 Las Palmas ... (1896) ooo | 2hd. 
2037 Venice ove (1896-97) | 
2039 Canary Islands (1896-97) 
2041 La Rochelle ... ¢ ) ooo | 19d. 


2042 Germany (Prussian Estimates—1898-99) | 
2043 Guayaquil... (1897) 


2044 Argentine Republic... ee | 14d. 
2045 Wiirtemberg ... (Finances—1897-99) ... wel 
2046 Diisseldorf 897 coe | 
2049 Samoa «> «os | Id, 
2050 Jerusalem ose 1d. 
2053 Ancona (1896) nee 1d. 
2054 Amsterdam... (1897) | 


2057 Beira... ane 
2058 Rio de Janeiro 


) 

C » ) | 24d. 
2060 Saigon eee eee ” ) 1d. 
2061 Corunna eee eee ” ) 23d. 
2062 Stockholm eee eee ” ) 24d. 
2063 Brest... oes ld. 
2064 | Stettin 28d. 
2067 Batoum Cs 2d, 
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No. Place, Price. 
2073 Ningpo ose Cw) oo | 3d. 
- 2080 Rio Grande de Sul C39 5d. 
2¢81 New York _... oe | 2d. 
2082 Baltimore... C'» ) 
2083 Aleppo on | dd, 
2084 Marmagao ... 3 ooo | 
2086 Shashi one oe | 
2089 Madeira oe ee, 
2092 Dunkirk oe | 13d. 
2093 Baden ee, oss: 
2096 Switzerland ... (Trade and Finances—1896-97) oo | Tad. 
2097 ruguay (1897) ld. 
2098 Baghdad ad Basrah > 
2102 Syra ... ooo | 23d. 
2104 Hamburg ‘ 5d. 
2105 Ionian Islands... 2d, 
2107 Genoa ry oo | 25d. 
2108 Samshui --. (June 4—Dec. 31, 1897) ... | 
2109 Japan oe (1897) 28. 
2111 Salonica  (1896and 1897)... | 
2112 Malaga (1897) 3d. 
2117 Peru... (Trade and Finances—1897) 
2118 Congo Free State (1897) we: 1d, 
2122 Frankfort ... 3d. 
2123 Swatow > pe 1d. 
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No. Place. Price. 

2129 Zanzibar ack (1897) ois 

2132 Corea ows we | 

2133 Philippine Islands wee » ove | 

21384 | VeraCruz... kine 

2135 Warsaw dee eee ” ) eee oo 3d. 

2136 Nicaragua... Cm: } ot 

2138 Germany ah 3 «| Id, 

2142 Fiume veo | 

2143 Cadiz ¢ a ove oo 2d. 

2145 Chefoo eee . ” ) eee 1d. 

2146 | Brindisi site C» 2 | 29d. 
2147 Boston eee eee ( ” ) eee wee 24d, 
2148 | North Formosa oon 

2149 Tainan en 1d. 


New Caledonia ‘ie 


MISCELLANEOUS SERIES. 


The following reports from Her Majesty’s Representatives 
abroad on subjects of general and commercial interest have also 
been issued and may be obtained from the above-mentioned 


sources :—- 
No. Price. 
441 France.—Report on the Wine Trade of Algeria... ose 4d. 
442 Colombia.—Report on United States Trade Competition in 
Colombia ... ose 96. 
443 Germany.—Report on the Maritime Interests of the German 
Empire ... ove ove 
444 Germany.—Report on the Prussian State Railways in 
445 Germany.—Translation of Decree cting information to 
be given by German Customs Authorities ove eee 4d. 
446 Germany.—Report on the Operation of the Insurance Law 
for 1896 ... eee ove ove | 
447 France.—Report on the Regency of Tunis during the French 
Protectorate soe | 43d. 
448 Turkey.—Report on the Bussorah Date Season of 1897 —...|_— 4d. 
449 Italy.—Suggestions for Development of British Trade oo | 9a. 
450 Italy.—Report on the Dairy Industry of Italy... oon 
451 Canary Islands.—Report on Agriculture in Las Palmas... 
452 Germany.—Report on Agriculture in Germany ... 
453 Mexico.—Report on the Manufacturing in Mexico 
454 Germany.—Report on the Coal Industry of the Rhenish 
Westphalian Provinces... | 64d. 
455 United States.—Report on the Trade between: the United 
States and China ... one one | Jd, 
456 United States—Report on Immigration into the United af 


States... soe ose 
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MIscELLANEOUS SERIES (continued). 


China.—Report of a Journey to North Ssu-ch’uan 
China.—Report on the Trade of Central and Southern. China 
Africa.—Report on the Congo Independent State... eee 
Turkey.—Report on the Vilayet of Broussa ... 
Germany.—Memorandum on German Trade in the first 
quarters of 1897 and 1898 ... eee 
Germany.—Memorandum on German Imports and Exports 
of “ lems and Ironware” and “ Implements, Machines” 
1896 and 1897.. oo 
Italy.—Report on Florence, its Administrations and ‘Tnstitu- 
tions. ... 
United States.— teport on the Improvement of the Entrance 
—— Galveston Harbour, and the Commercial Results there- 
Russia _—Report on the Government Spirit Monopoly | des 
ee .—Report on a as vid from Peking to Shanghai over- 
nd 
Sweden. —Report on the “Trade “and Industries of Great 
Britain in their relation to those of Foreign Countries.. 
Germany.—Report on the Commercial High School at Leipzi g 
-—Report on the Fisheries of Tripoli, North 


CA ose eee eee eee eee eee 


XXIV.—LIST OF COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial 
Possessions have been issued, and may be purchased from Messrs. 
Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C.:— 


ANNUAL (continued). 
Colony. | Year. Colony. 


Grenada ... Fiji 
Hong Kong 7 Ceylon ... 
St. Lucia Lagos... 
St. Vincent Gold Coast 
Labuan ... 
British Guiana ... 1896-97 
Rodrigues 1896 
Basuto Land ... 1896-97 
Christmas Islands| Jamaica ... 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Colony. Subject. 


Gold Coast ... Economic Agriculture. 
Zululand ... Forests. 

Sierra Leone os Geology and Botany. 
Canada ° -| Advantages to Emigrants. 
Bahamas ... Sisal Industry. 

Hong Kong... -.| Bubonic Plague. 
Newfoundland Mineral Resources, 
Western Pacific .. Solomon Islands. 
Dominica ... Agriculture. 
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No, | Price, 
i 457 84d. 
458 1s. 54d. 
459 ld. 
460 14d. 
q 461 
i id. 
| 462 
2d. : 
464 
6d. 
| 465 1d. 
466 
467 
i 1d. 
468 1d. 
469 
No.| | Year. 
209 
210 
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214 
215 
216 


